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REFAGE* 



JL HE following ElTap are republilhcd^ 
Becaufc they relate to lubjefts on which 
it IS of importance to throw every pofli- 
ble degree of light, both in order to the 
prefent reftoration of tranquillity, and for 
the purpofe of future infdrmaticfh and in* 
flrU^on; 

Had the cbmmotiohs in this cx>untry 
been merely of a Ideal nature, it might ap- 
pear imperdneht to call the attention eveii 
cf the other parts of di^ tlritifh Empire to 
a republication of tra&/ whofe ol^£t wai^^ 
dmoft wholly, to trace thofe conmiotioxis 
to their iburce. But when the plots and 
tbnipinicies by vrhkh Irelatid has been af- 

ft iOiaedJ 



( iv ) 

iiifted are fb evidendy the refult of a kind 
of epidemic mania, when the fame pefti- 
lential principle has operafted, and ftill more 
or lefs continiies to operate, in every quarter 
of Europe and North America, and when 
Great Britain herfelf, the happieft of na- 
tions, is not exempt from the contagion, 
then x:ircumftances, ia themfclves local, may 
become of infinite confequcnce,^, both as 
ferving to rlluftrate the nature of the dif- 
cafe, and a3 pointing to the x^oft effeftiial 
methods of counteraction an4 curCr 
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remaps' "fucli* a ''republication as the 

r 

prefent may appear luperfluous after fo 
full a develppement of the principles and 
tendery:bs of the^ IiW.sn. Uniojj, a§ has^ 
been given in the IjitQ Reports of the Secret 
Committeyes... . But, it is, to be obfeyved th^t 

4 -' ^ - • - -- f M . . . T ^ , , V ^ . . .r . ^ -. - - 

the direft - proofs of ^ tfe^fonaye purpofe 
adduced in tholfe, important ai>d iatere|ajjg 
^olleftions fcarceljr go farther bjicjfc tb^n^ 
the year' ij^9l5, although the Society of 

United 
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UsriTED IiiisiiM£N' had eslftdd foir more 
than three years rprcviaus to that period. 

• • • ' 

It may, therefore, not be ufelefs to pay ibme 
additional attentioii to the earlier .ftage of 
that aflbciation, in order fully td afcertam 
whether the original view* of its' fouftders 
were Umitted to any thing whlfeh cSbiild be 
called Parliamentary Reforrti, oi Whether, 
on the contrary, their deilgn was ttot lyftfe- 
-matically traifeftms fr^n^ the firft momeftt 
•of their career. 



% . t 



The confideration of thiii qufefticwl bc»* 
comes the more neceffary, in confequencc 
of the attempt Jna(39 by ibme of the lead- 
eft ef the -Uflitisd frilhmett to.jvMfy thein* 
■^felveS) eveiiat the mom6ht vi^hen they were 
^kWmg- tkt) iftoft ' coinplieated^ villaiMcJs. 

It \*»a^ then-aifertedby them that, though 

• • » • • ■ «• 

¥eV<4tifiohary disAidcracy became at length 
^^(f ot^eft, i* haxi^fetmed hdpart of their 
cS%ifku€efigti; that thej, then only, had 
§Aa^^ ^i ^vAkeh theit h<^|)es- of obtain* 
^'r' *:. . . a i? ing 






( vi ) 

ing moderate reform were at an c|ulj 
and that, confequentJy> the guilt of all 
yirhich had cnfucd bjclpnged wholly to thofc 
5vho )by pbflinately rejcdUng their rea- 
dfonable demands had driven them to de- 
;(pairr-r*' It was/' fay$ Mr. T. A. Emmef, 
" after they had deipaired of obtaining 
5f a reforjp . in parli^m^ent, by ppaceablc 
means, tjjat they^ ; fojiight to cffeft a 
revolution by lubvcrting the monarchy, 
" feparating this country frojp Great Bri-^ 
*^ tain, and erediHng fiich a government a^ 
^^ might be chofen by the people, ' 

. To jcvince the utter «nfou»dcdncf3 of 
this .a|id every iimilar 9^<^pn, is ppc chief 
pbjed: of tlie present f republication. It 
contain? a; feries pf obferyafipns . pQ' tl)r9 
:Q)irit and temper pf t|ie Unite4 Irillyjicp 

« 

in their -earUeft peripcj, ypjittpn by a country 
gentleman^i i^l^o djTew h;^ ponclufioits ftorb 
po other fource dian their . own avowed d^ 
plarat^ons^ and who took up his pe^ (oUfym 

()bedlfcno^ 
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iOBedience to tjie diftatcs of his reafon and 
his confcienc«. At no very diftant period 
fee had himfelf been a fincere and zealous 
^vocate for a limited parliamentary reform; 
but having always had a juft abhorrence of 
the principles and views of the United Irifli- 
men, and being foon convinced of what one 
of their own oracles afterward acknow- 
ledged, that any degree of popular reform 
would infallibly lead to every other degree 
of reform; i. e. to complete democracy, 
he felt it his duty to abandon a purluit 
which appeared to him as dangerous as it 
5vas vifionary, and to become, to the utmoft 
pf his power, an unqualified fiipporter of the 
pdflixig coniHtution« 

Under this impreffipn he naturally wiflicd 
to be the inftrument of producing in others 
jhe fame coniviiS^oij of the mifchievous de- 
^igns of the United Irilhmen which he had 
^umielf always felt, but now more ftrongly 
Jhan even They. hadalrcady diffcminated 
' .;. ' through 
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through the countrjr fucccflivc manifeilocs, 
^which, he conceived, it was only neeof- 

fary to confider with attention, in ofder 

: to collcft from them the moft decifive 

proofe of the boldeft revplutioruny purpo- 
,{ts. A temporary ititercourffc with thje 

convention-politicians of 1793, an4 1793^ 

perhaps, gave hini fome advantage iti li^r 

derftanding the* vocabulary of Irjlh' Jaco- 

.binifm, apd enabled hini more* readily to 

trace a iyftematic connexion between thofe 

-fecmingly detached burfts* of . treason with 

which the writings oif .th0 United Irifh.- 

men abounded, but whiqh^ from being 

generally mingled with ^ mais,of loofei. de? 

clamatory matter, mights frequcanttly: ef* 

cape the obfervation of a common readen 

To bring thofe i^Ay fymptoms of a treafbn- 

^ble defign into the- full l^ht of day-v^as; 

ac6d#dingly, his objcA in moft^of the foifoW- 

irtgEAays. :.' • 

It Will be obfervedfronl'l. the. dates vdf 

thefe 
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tlitfe publications that the far great«. part 
of them appeared before the aftual treaibn of 
the United Irifhmen had been fubftantiated 
by the Reports of the Secret Committees in 
Spring, 1797, and, of courfe, while no proof 
of their real deiigns could bo adduced, ex- 
cept what might be derived from their own 
avowed declarations. The reader will, hot- 
withftanding, judge whether there is not, 
in fbme of the following pages, a tolera-* 
bly juft developement of the treafon- 
able * principles which were afterwards 
brought to light : and, in fbme degree, 
an anticipation of thefe rerolntioriary ex- 
pedients which have fince been carried into, 
pradice. But the author is far from laying 
claim, on this account, to 'any unconlmon 
forcfight ot any eittraordinary fegacity. Me 
iaw no mSore thsin what any intelligent pcr- 
Ibxt waa competent to hsxt fctn', hid lie 
given the feme attention to tie fiibjeftitrnd, 
indeed, no more than what number!eiS per- 
fons did adually fee, though they did not all, 

like 
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like him, communicate their obfervatiora t^ 
the public^ 

The author, therefore, ventures to hope 
that iiich a repubhcatiori will not be en- 
tirely fruitlefs. If any well-difpofed perfon 
can ftill entertain a doubt with relpeft to 
the original principles of the United Irilh- 
men, he will here find not only the con-^ 
clufions formed by an unprejudiced ob- 
ferver refpefting that aflbciation, in its ear-^ 
liefl: ftages, but alfo the reafonings which led 
to thofe conclufions, and the grounds on 
which they refted. And the author trufts 
it wiU be feen that the inferences were not 
rafh, that the reafonings were not fophifHcal^ 
and that the warmth which fometimes 
ihews itfelf, and which increafed as the iub- 
jeft becanae more pradical, was not the ran-^ 
cour of party Ipirit, but the zeal of weLk 
founded reprobation, of anxious indignant 
humanity. 

Whife 
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While thofe who have but lately open- 
ed their eyes to the real views of thole 
execrable difturbers of the community, 
may, perhaps, receive new light from the fol- 
lowing pages, with relpeft to the primary 
purpofes of the Conipiracy, the Author has 
the vanity to hope that thofe who have ieen 
and felt as he has done will not be unwil- 
ling to have thofe thoughts retraced, and 
thofe feelings recalled, which, in the rapid 
whirl of events, it is poffible even for themoft 
cbllefted minds to lofe fight of, till they are 
again brought to their remembrance. And 
he trufts, on the whole, that a conviAion 

■ 

will be either produced or confirmed in the 
mind of every attentive reader, that, not- 
withftanding all that maybe alledgedbymen 
loft alike to truth and to humanity, no fa6l 
can be more eftabliflied than that the So- 
ciety of United Iriflimen, from the firft mo- 
ment of its inftitution, has been, v^ith relpe<ft 
to its leading members, a band of fyftematic 
traitors; that no poflible means woidd have ' 

b \i^ww 
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been ade<jnate to their fuppi^effion but the 

J- 

mofl: unremitting coercion, and the mpft 
vigoxous refiftance ; and. that nothing can be 
more infolently falfe than to reprefent the® 
as, having been pifoyokod fl^o treafon by ^hoib 
ftrong mealUres on the part of Goy^rnmenfe, 
which were then only reforted to \vhen both 
the common"^ fenfe and common fafety pf 
the country irrelifl;U>ly dexxianded them. 

To thefe objedb the following Eflays 
were uniformly direded, except when it; 
was thought neceflary to adycrt to the pro-? 
ceedings of the alUes of the. cpnlpir^cy abroad, 
or to the condud of thofe who, firom an exe-n 
crable ipirit of party, and in fpite; of tha 
cleareft and mofl: irrefiragablq evid^ncejr che,-^ 
rilhed and encouraged it ^t home.* Thef?^. 
together, make up the whole of the topics^ 
introduced^. And tbj?y are treated eitl^er in, 
the way of dilpaffionajte, argument, or qIJ 

* k 

I • - 

* The firft fix Eflays are chiefly on the fobjefts here men. 
tionedf. ;../-• "Tt 

plain. 
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plain^ but warm, expoftulation, by reafbning 
on general principles, or by adduftion of ac- 
knowledged fkfts, juft is appeared moft luit* 
able to the circtlmftances of the inoment, 
or to imply the greateft probability of en- 
gaging the attention of the public. 

The erent to which the firft Effay alludes 
need fcarcely be brought to the recdlleftion 
of any inhabitant of this metropolis, the riot 
which took place on the day of Lord Cam- 
deil*s arrival in this kingdom ; commencing 
with ant outrageous affault on the perfons of 
the Lords Juftice^, and terminating in an at- 
tack oil the Cuftom-hotife, in which one 
wretched man, at leaft, fell a vidiiii to his 
own folly. The obfervatioris upon this fub^ 
je'ft are little more than what muft hav6 oc- 
curred at the timft to every perfbh of fenfe 
attd candcrdr. Mf. Grattan s energetic Ad- 
drefs to the Inhabitants of Dubfih, which 
appeared juft before that event, has, fmcethe 
date of this ESsLJ, becoftie thie fubjedl of 

b« much 
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much more powerful animadveriion. The 
Author trufts, however, he will be excufed 
for republilhing ftricSures which wfere merely 
fuggefted by the honeft feelings of th^ mo-* 
ment, and which he conceives have been la-^ 
mentably jviftified by every event which ha§ 
fince occurred in this abufed and afflifted 
cpountry. The fiibje<9s of the other Eflays 
are fo obvious, eipecially to thofe who have 
t^ad the Reports of the secret commit^ 
TEES, as to luperfedethe ncceffity pf explan 

nation, 

It may, perhaps, be a matter of furprize to 
fome readers that the unfortunate religious 
differences in this country are fo flightly 
touched upon, ii\ the following pages, and 
that, when introduced^ they are referred to 
as a topic made.ufe of by a difappointed fac-* 
tion, rather than as the ground of treafbn- 
^ble combination. But the dates of the Efi 
fays will fufEcicntly account for this appa-» 
jfent omiffion, The latefl: EiTay in the CoU 

led ion 
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leftion was written in the month of Jun^ 
1797 : and it will eafily be recoUeded that 
at that period the aftual movements of the 

• - • 

confpiracy appeared almoft exclufively in the 
province of Ulfter, where no religious nio- 
tive was fo much as pretended, and where 
the Roman Catholics, in particular, feemed 
diipofed to diftinguiih themfelves by keep- 
ing aloof from combination. It required, 
indeed, little forefight, though it would moil 
certainly have anfwered no ufeful end, to 
have prognofticated, that when thofe parts 
of the kingdom where the bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Romanifts, Ihould become en- 
gaged in the confpiracy, religious -motives 
would neceflarily be added to thofe of a 
merely political nature; that bigoted Eccle- 
fiaftics, in fuch circumftances, would natu- 
rally become the bufieft and moft pernicious 
agitators, and that thofe whofe minds were 
infenlible to the differences between one fpe- 
cies of government and another, would eafily 
be wrought upon by the iuggeftions of a 
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grols and intolerant fuperftition. . But tht 
Author freely acknowledge^ th0.t he: never 
could have anticipated thpft horrors by 
which the blood-hounds of Ennifcorthy and 
Wexford have added new difgraces to a re^ 
ligion> whofe fornier qi^ormities it would 
have been infinitely bettfcr to hjave expiated 
than revived. > 

Still, however, the Author mufl deen^ 
^thofe pcrfons miftaken^who conceive the 
Irilh Union to have been originally aRoman 
Catholic Plot'. He thinks the erroneoufiiefs 

* 

» - 

of fuch a fuppofition will fully appear from 
the following pages. The attentive feader 
will find fufScient proof, that the primary 
objeft of the United Irifhmen was &yI&Ij 
and exclufively Revolutionary Democracy; 
and that, though from the firft moment of 
their inftitution, they regarded the religious 
difafFeftion of the Irilh Catholics as the chief 
inftrument of their defign, and the fureft 
pledge of their fucc^fs,it was uniformly their 

objedt 
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objeA to make Religion fubfervient to Jacx)- 
binifm, and not Jaeobinifm to Religion. 
How fatally they might have found them^ 
felves deceived, and how likely they were to 
have become the viftims of their own in- 
fernal policy, the events of the late rebellion 
have ftrongly evinced; but luch is the ma- 
lignity of the Jacobin temper that we can- 
not doubt but the fame artifice will be per- 
fevered in, until both the political malecon- 
tent and the religious bigot Ihall be obliged 
to feel the futility of combination as well as 
the frenzy of refiftance. 

For accidental inaccuracies of ftyle, and 
the frequent occurrence of what may be 
deemed colloquial barbarifins, the Author 
thinks it needleis to apologize. It was his 
wilh to be intelligible to all ; and wherever 
he thought it might ferve an ufeful purpofe, 
he willingly preferred familiarity to elegance. 
Befides, the papers now coUefted were in- 
tended, in almoft every inftance, for infertion 

-. 
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in Newspapers, or for circulation in the form 
of hand-bills; and, in fome cafes, the latter 
part of an Effay has been iifuing from the 
pen, while the former part was in the hands 
of the Compofitor. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, if plain fenfe, confecutive reafoning, 
and perfpicuous language were attained, 
they were the Utmoft which could have 
been expefted. As compofitions, the Traces 
which are here collefted might, no doubt, 
have been altered for the better ; but the 
avocations of the author did not allow him 
iufficient leifure; and material alteration 
would have deftroyed identity, 

Dubllny November 
25, 1978. 
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O! quisj quis volet impias 
Cacdes et rabiem toUere civicam ? 

Si quxret pater urbium 
Subfcribi ilatuis> indomltam audeat 

Refraenare licentiam, 
Clarus poftgenitis* HoR* 



ESSAY 1. 

April 7, 1795. 

HaPPILLY for myfelf, no doubt, I am 
placed at a diftance from political tumult: yet 
ftill, from that diftance, I fometimes tajcc a 
view of what pafles in the bufy world ; and 
though perfonally uninterefted in the agitations 
of the hour, my regard for my fellow-mortals 
very frequently both fixes my attention and ex- 
cites my anxiety. 

Such being my ufual tendencies, I could not 
l>e wholly unconcerned witii refpedl to the dif- 
turbance which took place in this city on Tuef- 
day night laft : it was almoft at an end before 
I knew that it exifted ; and pn the following 

B morning 
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morning I felt no fmall pleafure in learning that 
it had fublided, with but little damage either to 
perfons or property, and with fcarcely the ne- 
ceflity of proceeding to extremities. 

I am generally difpofed to regard the evils of 
life in the moft favourable point of view, and 
to look out for all the alleviating circumftances 
that the cafe will afford. I praftife this fpecies 
of philofophy, partly to keep my own mind as 
eafy as I can, and partly that I may be able to 
exercife charity towards all mankind, with as 
little interruption as poffible. 

On the late occafion, in particular, I felt no 
inclination to depart from my ufual plan. I am 
not a party man, and, of courfe, had no wifli 
either to magnify or diminilh the exceffes which 
had been committed : I was difpofed to view 
themjuft as they were; and in thus confidering 
them, inftead of being furprized at what had 
happened, I felt both wonder and a degree of 
national pride, that the bufinefs had terminated 
with fo little mifchief : I fay, I felt wonder and 
a degree of national pride; and I almoft think 
that, when my candid readers have made the 
fame comparifon which I have been led to make 
on this occafion, they will experience pretty 
nearly the fame fenlations. 

Who 
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Who does not recolkft the remarkable infur- 
reftion which took place in London in the year 
1780, whith, for fourfucceffive days, cramped 
the hand of Magiftracy, and fpread uncon- 
trouled devaftation through that great metropo- 
lis ? If we compare all the circumftances of the 
riot which lately occurred here, with thofe that 
attended that other memorable inftance of po- 
pular frenzy, I apprehend we fliall fee caufe to 
acknowledge that the refult is highly flattering 
to the public character of Ireland in general, 
and of this city in particular. 

I am not fo partial to my country as to pay it 
any compliment at the expence of truth ; but on 
the cooleft confideration I am perfuaded, that 
fo far as the eloquence of a Grattan excels the 
ravings of a Lord George Gordon, and fo far as 
the widely circulated and frequently re-printed 
manifefto of the former might be conceived 
more forcible on the inhabitants of this city, 
than the incoherencies of the laUer on the po- 
pulace of London, in precifely the fame pro 
portion muft we feel both furprize and fatisfac- 
tion that the Dublin mob of the ^i& of March, 
1795, fell Ihort fo amazingly, both in violence 
and in outrage, of the London mob of the 2nd 
of June, 1780. 

B z Every 
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Every one knows that Lord George Gordon 
had not lignalized himfelf either by his under-^ 
ftanding or his talents, and that he was re- 
markable only for enthufiafm and eccentricity ^ 
but every one alfo knows that Mr. Grattan is 
a perfon of acknowledged abilities ; that his 
parliamentary eloquence^ though not always ap- 
proved of by the wife, has feldom failed to ex-- 
cite the admiration of the multitude ; and that 
his name, while it might have been a moft 
valuable auxiliary to the caufe of true patriotifm, 
would almoft be fufficient to give, at leaft in the 
view of the unthinking many, plaufibility even 

to thfe fc:Strav^giancies of fedition. 

If, then, the iirfltienCfe 6f I^rd George Gor- 
don was fucK aS to €<A\c<St a mob, cohlifting oi 
fifty thoufand perfons, and to infpirit that mob 
with fuch frantic tioienee> that for four days to^ 
gether its cdurfb through the metropolis of 
Great Britain wis marked with conflagration and 
ruin, might it not juftly hare been apprehended 
that when the eloquent, the popular, Mr. Grat* 
tan, fuiFered himfelf to be tranfported by 4 
pafoxyfm, as wild to the 'full as that of my Lor^ 
George, ^hd gave vent to his paffions in a man-* 
ner at leaft equally dangerots-^might it not, I 
fay, have been feared that an infurredlion would 
have tf^ken place, r^s tremendous as th^t of Lon- 
don 
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Aon, and that the confequent devaflation would 
have been equally deplorable ? 

Whether my Lord George's iftipaffioned ap* 
peals to the populace are upon record, I cannot 
at this moitient pretend to afcertain ; but, if they 
are, I almoft dare to fay, that they wiU be found 
to contain nothing better fitted to the purpofe 
of popular excitation than that which we have 
read, and which our children's children will read 
(if it fhould chance to reach them) withamaze->> 
irient, in Mr. Grattan'a AnfWer to the Romaq 
Catholics of Dublin. 

•^ I conceive," faith he, ^^ the continuance of 
^^ Lord FitiwiUiam a& neceffary for the profpe-^ 
^^ rity of iht kingdom, dec. &c. For myfelf, tho 
^^ pangs I iliDtild feel on rtoderingup my fmall 
•^ portion of minifterial breath would be little, 
^^ were it not for the gloomy prbfpetfts afforded 
•* by thofe dreadful guardians who are likely to 
^^ Jiicteed. I tremble at the return to power of 
** your old tafk-maflin ; that combination which 
^^ gaUed th^ country by its tyrarmyy and tnfulted 
*• her b^jts manners, exhavfted her by its* r^- 
^^ pacUy^ zndjland^ed htt by its malice: Should 
** fuch a combination, at once inflamed as it 
^^ muft be nOwfey tht favour of the Briti/b Courts 
^f and hy ^'^ Hprohation of the Irift; f&ople^ re* 

*^ tura 
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^^ turn to power, / ba^e no hefitation to fay ^ that 

'* THEY WILL EXTINGUISH IRELAND, OF IrE- 
*^ LAND MUST REMOVE THEM. It is DOt yOUr 

** caufe only, but that of the nation. IJifui the 
'^ country already committed in the ftruggle; 
** I BEG to be committed along with her^ and 
•* to abide the iflixes of her fortune." 

If thefe words had been addrcffed to the opu- 
lent, the enlightened, and the refpeftable Ro- 
man Catholics only, and if the realding, and 
hearing of them, had been confined to thofe ex- 
clufively, unjuftifiable as fuch expreffions would 
ftill have been in themfelves, poffibly they might 
have been produdlive of little or no danger, 
becaufe it may be fuppofed that opulent Roman 
Catholics feel themfelves fully as much intereft- 
cd i n the peace and good order of the com- 
munity as any Proteftants whatever. But let 
it be obfervcd, that this paragraph ftands in 
an Addrefs to the Catholics of Dublin^ without 
exception, or limitation ; that it was to fall into 
the hands of the loweft, as well as the higheft, of 
that defcription ; and that care was taken that 
it Ihould be univerfally diffeminated by the moft 
cxtenfive and frequent publication. 

Let them alk any reafonable perfon what 
impreflion thefe words, coming at fuch a time, 

under 
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under fo great a name, were likely to make 
on the numerical majority of thofe to whom they 
were addreffed ? I fay, on the numerical majority, 
for I fear I need not helitate to affume, that, in 
no defcription whatever, Proteftant or Catholic, 
the majority, told by the head, would confift of 
the enlightened and the refpeftable ; and it can 
be no poffible affront to fuppofe^ that as a Lon- 
don mob would neceffarily be a mob of Pro- 
teftants, fo a Dublin mob would, by an almoft 
equal neceflity, be chiefly formed of Roman Ca- 
tholics. — ^The queflion then is, how were Roman 
Catholics of this defcription likely to underfland 
Mr. Grattan ? The fubje A was fuch as inevitai- 
bly to intereft their feelings, and let the candid 
reader pronounce whether the language was not 
fuch as to rouze their pailion almoft to madnefs? 

When the indigent, the ignorant, the inflam- 
mable vulgar read or heard of dreadful guardi- 
ans fucceeding — of old tajk-majiers returning — 
of tyranny^ infult^ rapacity ^ Jlander^ malice^ and, 
above all, when they received that unequivocal 
aflfurance "they will extinguish Ireland, 
or Ireland must remove them;" what, in 
the name of Heaven, mull have been their ap- 
prehenfions ? Who in their view would be the 
dreadful guardians ? Evidently thofe who were 
to fuccced Lord Fitzwilliam. Who the old tafk- 

maflers ? 
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mafters ? Thofe, of courfe, who had been in 
power before Lord Fitzwilliam took pofleflion 
-of the government. And what was to be done 
with thefe ? Why Ireland tjuift remove them^ w 
they would extinguish Ireland. What, then, 
on the whole, was it poffible for them to con- 
clude, but that on a new Chief Governor attempt- 
ing to land in the country ^ they ought to rife in 
a mafs, and by one grand effort rid themfelves of 
all thofe whom they were taught to confider as 
obnoxious to them, either in the name of expul- 
fion or oi extermination? An inflamed multitude 
would be little apt to enquire whether the word 
remove meant the one or the other. 

Now, could my Lord George Gordon, or 
could, indeed, Viny enragS that ever exifted, have 
taken a more promiling method of preparing the 
popular mind for infurredlion ? And, all things 
confidered, is it not, as I have already obferved, 
a matter both of furprize andfatisfadlion, that 
the riot of Tuefday terminated with fo little 
mifchief, and that, on that occafion, the impaf- 
lioned mob did not aftually do their beft to 
hurl Lord Camden and the Lords Juftices, and all 
that appeared conncdled with the commencing 
government, into the bay of Dublin, as that at the 
moment might naturally have occured as the 
ihorteft and moft efFedlual mo^^oiretrioving them? 

Hitherto 
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. Hitherto I have traced the fimilarity between 
the conduft of my Lord George Gordon and 
Mr. Grattan : it is but fair now to touch upon 
cnc or two particulars in which the refem- 
blance does not hold ; and this, having already 
exceeded my intended limits^ X fhall do as 
briefly as poffible^ 

In the firft place, then. Lord George Gordon 
was aftually infane. Of this his whole fuc- 
ceeding life was a continued demonftration : and 
though this circumftance did not leflen the mif- 
chief, it certainly furnilhed a ftrong apology for 
the unfortunate inftigator. But in the prefent 
cafe this apology feems to be wanting ; it does 
not appear that Mr. Grattan is infane, except fa 
far as ^^ anger is a Ihort madnefs." 

In the next place it is evident that the gene- 
rally difordered fancy of poor Lord George was 
then fpecially haunted with Arrange chimeras of 
the danger which was likely to arife from the re- 
laxation of the Popery laws, and which, he con* 
ceiyed, could only be prevented by the multi- 
tude having recourfe to i^tf acred duty of infur- 
TC<Slion. But it does not appear that Mr. Grattan 
was tormented by any fimilar apprehenfions ; 
for, at the moment he is ftimulating the multi- 
tude to rid themfelves of their opprejQbrs, he ex- 

C prefsly 
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prefsly declares, ^^ Your emancipation will pafs ; 
*^ rely upon it, your emancipation muft pafs." 
Why Mr. Grattan fliould, therefore, in themidft 
of all this certainty of fuccefs, ufe a language 
which defpair itfclf would not have juftified— 
why, when, by his own acknowledgement, the 
Roman Catholics had ftill fo fair a profpeft, he, 
their friend and advocate, fliould thus, like 

*' Caefar's fpirit, ranging for revenge, 

** With Ate by his fide, tome hot from hell — 

'* Cry, havock, and let flip the dogs of war," 

ingenious men may conjefture, but I fhall not 
pretend to decide. 

The third and laft inftance of difEmilarity is, 

that my Lord George, in his own proper perfon, 

headed the fifty thoufand men who had aflem- 

bled at his call. Thus, he did fomething more 

than merely heg to he committed ; he actually, and 

lona fide^ committed himfelf. What Mn Grat-* 

tan's precife meaning might have been in the 

rcqueft he makes to be committed with bis coun^ 

tryy I prefume not to afcertain : but I certainly 

Ihould not wonder if moft of thofe whom he ad- 

drefled conlidered it as an adlual engagement to 

appear with them on the day of enterprife. How 

far their difappointment in this parScular tended 

to damp their courage, I do not enquire ; be- 

caufe. 
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caufe, as I have already intimated, I wifli rather 
to afcribe the limitednefs of the mifchief to the 
radical good-nature of my countrymen. 
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IjprOD preferve me/* faid fome one, ** from 
** my friends, and I will preferve myfelf from 
*^ my enemies." The general juftnefs of the 
fentiment I fliall not contend for ; but I con- 
ceive the Irifh Catholics might, on the prefent 
occaiion, adopt fuch an ejaculation as fairly as 
any other perfons upon earth. 

That my Lord Fitzwilliam meant to ferve the 
Roman Catholics is indifputable ; and, yet it 
might, perhaps, beaflerted, that his Lor dfhip has 
aflually done, more to defeat the completion of 
their wifhes thilti their bittereft opponents could 
have done, either in Great Britain or Ireland. 

c a Many 
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Many of my readers will be apt to conlider 
this as a very bold paradox ; but if they will do 
me the favour to attend coolly and difpaffionatc- 
ly to what I have to offer, they will probably 
fee caufe to alter their opinion. 

In order to avoid all poffible difpute, I 
ihall adhere to my Lord Fitzwilliam's own ac- 
count ; from this I learn, that when he parted 
from his friends in the Englifli Cabinet, he con- 
ceived them difpofed to grant to the Irifh Ca- 
tholics thofe privileges which had been with- 
held from them, as fpcedily as could be deemed 
conilftent with the common fafety of the coun- 
try : but, it feems, that when, on his arrival 
here, he urged upon the Britilh Minifters the 
necefiity of carrying this defign into immediate 
execution, they, after fome time, objefted to, 
and at length became totally adverfe from, the 
meafure^ A difagreement, of courfc, took place, 
which terminated, as we all know, in Lord 
Fitzwilliam's removal, and a total change in the 
Government of Ireland, 

Whether the Britifli Cabinet had, or had not, 
any private reafons for this apparent alteration, 
or whether any thought might have fubfequent- 
Jy fprung up in their minds, which did not oc- 
cur 
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cur to them at the firft view of the bufinefs, I . 
pretend not to determine ; but I am inclined to 
think, that if the Cabinet Miniftcrs did indeed 
change their opinion, they had abundant reafon 
f© to do, from the very communications made 
to them by Lord Fitzwiliiam himfelf, after his 
acceffion to the Irifti Viceroyalty. 

His Lordlhip gives fo minute an account of 
what pafled between him and his Britilh Cor- 
refpohdents, as to put us into complete pofleffion 
of the whole tranfatflion. He told them that the 
danger of delay Was *^ great and imminent;' 
that the general wifh was *^ not to he rejrjt^ 
*^ ed\^ that to refift it wholly would imply ^'the 
certainty of the moji alarming and fatal confe^ 
quences ;" and, more than once, he aflerts, 
that ^^ he trembled ahout the Catholics^ and that 
^^ he had great fears about keeping them quiet for 
^^ the SeJJionr 

It will fcarcely be aflerted that the Englilh 
Minifters, on receiving the communications of 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, were bound to 
acquicfce, at all events, in whatever was pro- 
pofed to them. — It will rather be allowed that it 
was their duty, as the confidential fervants of 
the King, to take into confideration the flate- 
ments which they received, to exercife their 

judgement 
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judgement upon them, and to give the anfwer 
which appeared to them moft reafonable. 

May I, then, be allowed to afk, what objedls, 
on fuch an occafion, ought they to have had in 
view — what enquiries might they have been ex- 
pelled to make — and by what confiderations 
Ihould they have been determined ? Will any 
perfon fay that it would have been unfair for 
them to have afked what ufe the Catholics of 
Ireland were likely to make of the power they 
were fo anxious to obtain ; whether it was pro- 
bable that, when pofleffcd of that power, they 
would ufe it liberally and difcreetly for the com- 
mon good ; or whether it might not be appre- 
hended that they would make it the inftrument 
of obtaining a political afcendency for them- 
felves, to the prejudice of their fellow country- 
men ? And, furely, no candid man will difpute 
that the determination of the Cabinet on the 
point in queftion ought to have depended on 
the refult of fuch an enquiry. 

Now, let the unprejudiced reader alk his own 
reafon, how, in fuch an inveftigation, my Lord 
Fitzwilliam's ftatement ought to have operated ? 
The amount of it was evidently neither more 
nor lefs than this, that the Irifh Catholics were 
determined, at all events y to gain their point ; that, 

in 
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in the apprchenfion of the Viceroy, they were 
irrefiftible by the Irifti Government ; and that, if 
they were not gratified, the confequences would 
be moft alarming and fatal.; mofl: probably r^- 
lelUon in one country, and the mojlferious cala^ 
mitm to loth* 

Had the Britilh Miniftry been confcious that 
the ftrength of the empire was fo far exhauiied 
as to make it neceflary for the Government to 
accede to all poffible propofitions, and to give 
a carte blanche to every fort of claimant, in 
that cafe, I confefs, even hefitation might have 
been impolitic. Butif theyftill found themfelves 
jftrong enough to exercife their reafon, might 
they not naturally enough have doubted whether 
the gratification of the Catholics would be war- 
rantable, while their difpolitions were fo unpro- 
mifing ? — Would it have been unreafonable for 
them to have faid — *^ If the Irifh Catholics 
^* difcover a turbulent fpirit now, while they are 
** feeking power, will they not be yet more 
^^ turbulent when they Ihall have attained it ? 
^* If they threaten while in a ftate of comparative 
♦^ weaknefs, what will they not aim at when they 
*^ ihall have arrived at a maturity of ftrength ? 
*^ If we concede to them in their prefent temper, 
*^ will they not attribute their fuccefs to the ter- 
** ror which they have infpircd? And, inftead of 

being 
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being grateful, will they not become tAof6 
*• haughty — inftead of being contented, will 
" they not meditate new demands ? And will 
" they not be encouraged to prefs every demand, 
*^ however unreafonable, on the fuppofition that 
** their ftrength is irrefiftible ?" 

That the Britilh Miniftry did redly argue in 
this manner I pretend not to affert ; but if they 
did, I conceive it would be hard to prove that 
fuch reafoning was at all contrary to common 
juftice, or common fenfe. Let the reader fup- 
pofe himfelf, for a moment, in the place of the 
Duke of Portland, or of any other Minifter in 
his Majefly's Cabinet Council, and then fay 
whether, on conlideringthe queftion in the light 
of Lord Fitzwilliam's communications, he would 
not have been led to form a precifely limilar 
conclulioh ? 

It is an axiom in politics, that Governments^ 
if ftrong enough to maintain their ground, 
ought never to yield to intimidation ; becaufe 
a government, afting from fear of the governed 
is, in efFeft, a Government no longer; it is a 
contradidlion in terms, a radical .abfurdity. 
A Government, then, only performs its func- 
tions legitimately when it afts from reafon; but 
when fear predominates, reafon is fufpended ; 

and 
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and when a Government afts from fear of 
that very force, the regulating and due reftrain- 
ing of which is its chief end and delign, it is, 
to all intents and purpofes, deftroyed : we might 
as well conceive the idea of a man alive and dead 
^t one and the fame moment, as that of a regu- 
lar Government, determined in its conduft by 
the menaces of the multitude. That a Govern- 
ment ought ever to liften and to yield to reajon^ 
I moft readily grant ; but, in the prefent cafe^ 
if my Lord Fitzwilliam*s llatement be corre6t, 
the Roman Catholics fcarcely condcfcended to 
reafon at all. Heretofore they had reafoned, 
and, when jthey reafoned, they had been fuc- 
cefsful ; but aow, it feems, they preferred the 
more cogent argument. They had not as yet, 
with re:^edt to their new demands, tried the 
event of a petition either to the legillature or to 
the Crown ; and yet, fays my Lord Fitzwilliara, 
^* I have great fears about keeping them quiet 
5^ during the Seffion.'* 

But befides the general impolicy of a govern- 
ment yielding to intimidation, there was anothec 
coniideration in the prefent cafe which, I truft, 
many, even among the Roman Catholics them- 
felves, will allow to be worthy of attention — I 
mean the fecurity of the Irifli Proteftants, It 

furely will not be diijputed, that the Britilh Ca^ 

I) binet 



Binet was bound in reafon and in jufticeto takci 
the fafety of thefe into the account, and, confe- 
quently, that it was fair to enquire! in what rhan- 
lier they might be afFedled, by conceding in the 
Jireferit inftarice. Let it be obferved that what 
I have to fay upon this point, I do not wilh ta 
be applied to Catholic Emancipation in the ab- 
ftradl. Such a meafute, brought about by the 
filent, but refiftlefs, energy of good fenfe and 
gtowing benevolence, both on the one fide and 
on the other, and under circumftances which 
would furnifh a feafonable fecurity againft any 
dangerous predominance of the more numerous 
party, would, I conceive, be quite a different 
matter from what we have now to confider. I 
fpeak of Emancipation only as obtained by the 
motives which it is clear Lprd Fitzwilliam chiefly- 
dwelt upon in his correfpondence with- the Eng- 
lifli Cabinet, I mean thofe of menace and alarm. 
And from Roman Catholic Emancipation, fa 
obtained, I muft fay, that * the Protejftants o£ 
this kingdom had every thing to apprehend. 

It is no affront to the Irifh Catholics to fup- 
pofe that they are but men ; but more than men 
they muft be, if, after having gained their point, 
by intimidating the Miliiflry in England, they 
'^ould have refted fatisfied with any thing Ihort 
of abfolute afcendeticy in Ireland, • Heaven 

knows 
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knows I bear the fincereft good will towards the 
Irilh Catholics, but I cannot give them credit 
for what is not in human nature. Like all other 
bodies of men that ever exifted, they muft be 
under the influence of that potent principle, 
which has not unfitly been called the Efprit du 
Corps I they muft, even in their mildeft temper, 
and under the moft conciliating circumftances, 
defire not merely equality, but fuperiority^ for 
their own party, and would neceflarily confider 
as rivals thofe who Ihould feem to ftand in their 
way to that ^ttradlive pre-eminence. 

If, then, the Catholic body Ihould come into 
full political power, with the perfuafion that 
they were indebted for every thing to their own 
force, and to the apprehenfions of thofe who had 
yielded to them, in the name of Heaven where 
could they be fuppofed to flop ? Would they 
not conclude that, when the Englilh Government 
found it hopelefs to refift them, the Irifh Pro- 
teftants lay at their mercy — that their acknow- 
ledged irrefiftibility entitled them to every thing 
they might wifh to demand — that they were de 
fa£lOy as well as dejtcrSj the Sovereign Teople— 
and that the reft of the inhabitants of Ireland 
were fo far from being entitled to Ihare in the 
political power of it, that they were bound to 
do fuit and ftrvice for their very exiftence ? 

P % ESSAY 
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■* Whether the Roman Catholics really author 
rized his Lordfliip thus to enforce their claims 
by the menaces of rebellion, they themfelves beft 
know ; but if they, indeed, entertained the fenti* 
ments which he afcribes to them, if they har- 
boured even the remoteft intention of reforting 
to force for the purpofe of obtaining the objefts 
they had in view, what eftimate are we to form 
cither of their wifdom or their patriotifm ? . 

That the Irilli Roman Catholics fliould, 
like other frail mortals, be ambitious of politi- 
cal power, that they Ihould wifti for place and 
patronage, and that the orators of their body, 
Ihould prefer the majefkic theatre of the Com- 
mons Houfe of Parliament to the limited area 
of a Francis Street Chapel, is the moft natural 
thing in the world. But that, in order to 
obtain thefe obje&s, they Ihould rifque their 
own happinefs, and that of the nation ; ha- 
zard, as my Lord Fitzwilliam has faid, the moji 
alarmtng and fatal confequences, and endanger 
(as he expreffed it) tie very exiftence of the coun- 
try — this, I fcruple not to alfert, would be a pro- 
cedure unmatched, as yet, even in the hiftory of 
revolutions, and in which it might be difficult to 
Iky whether guilt or madnefs would moft predo-^ 
fQinate, 

Bodies 
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Bodies of men are no lefs bound by the great 
laws of moral obligation than individuals ; nor 
is a crime the lefs atrocious becaufe it is per- 
petrated by a multitude. We fliould Ihudder 
at the infernal malevolence of that man who 
would deliberately fet fire to the houfe of his 
next door neighbour, merely becaufe the latter, 
on grounds which to him feemed juftifiable, de- 
layed the payment of an alledged debt. But 
what would be the guilt of fetting a hundred 
houfes on fire, compared with the wilful enkin- 
dling of the infinitely more dreadful flame of 
inteftine war ? Let me farther alk, what is there 
in the circumftances of the Irifli Roman Catho- 
lics at this day, which could juftify, in the fight 
of God or man, -the facrifice of a fingle life ? 

I acknowledge that refiftance to Rulers may, 
in certain circumfl:ances, bejuftlfiable; but it 
can only be fo in extreme cafes, and even then 
it is a defperate remedy. To the vagabond 
and the defperado ; to human wolves and tigers, 
whofe appetite is rapine, ' and whofe delight is 
devafl:ation, it may doubtlefs afford an alluring 
profpe A ; and it may not want attradlions for the 
dark demagogue who hates power in all hands 
but his own, and who devoutly wiflies that the 
rabble may rule, becaufe he hopes and trufts 
tiaat he Ihould rule the rabble. But to the focial 

and 
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and humaniz^ man, to the induftrlftis an<i well 
iegulat3ed citizen, refiftanee will ever be the oh- 
je<5l of horror ; and then only will he be com- 
pelled to think of it,^ when Government diredlly 
<;ountera6ls the original ends of fociety — when 
^ere is no rational hope of redrefs in the ufe of 
milder expedients — and when perfonal liberty, 
domeftic tranquillity, and fecurity of property, 
muft either be contended for, or loft. 

But are thefe the circumftances of the Romah 
Catholics of Ireland ? Are their perfons, or their 
properties, lefs fecure than thofe of the Protef- 
tants ? Have they not the fame benefit of law, the 
fame reward of induftry, the fame civil privi- 
leges, in every refpeft, with the reft of the it coun- 
trymen ? And is there a finale burthen which 
either is, orcan be, impofed upon them, without 
equally effeifting all the other members of the 
community ? Where, then, is the infufferable 
grievance ? Why merely this, one in twenty thou- 
fand of them cannot have the full gratification 
of his ambition ! And is it for this — to gratify 
this ambition, or rather to obtain the bare pofR- 
bility of its gratification,* that the huft)andman 

Ihould 

* '* Except Parliament" fays one of the Orators of Fran- 
cis Street, "it" (that is, the wi(hed-for Emancipation,) 
*' would confer nothing but eligibility ; your meafure" adds 
he, '^ would be tr.ken^ no doubt, for certain pofts and employ. 

<f ments ; 
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fiiould leave his farm, the manufaflurer relifi- 
quifh his implements, the merchant forfake his 
counting-^houfe, and all rufh forward into incal- 
culable devaluation and flaughter ? Is it for this 
that they Ihould ftake their own and their coun- 
try's happinefs in that defperate game of bloody 
the only certain refult of which would be ruin— 
wide fpread, lafting, perhaps, remedilefs ruin ? 

That the body of the Roman Catholics either 
did, or could, entertain fuch intentions, I cannot 
jpoflibly believe. Could I admit fuch an opinion^ 
I muft fuppofe them under a diabolical influence^ 
like that of the pofleffed animals in the Gofpel, 
which ^^ ruflied violently down a fteep place in* 

*' to the fea, and perilhed in the waters." But 

- I • • • . ' 

It is evident that fuch were the apprehenlions of 
my Lord Fitzwilliahi ; and, if fo, on what prin- 
ciple could he bring himfelf to take a ftep o( 
all others the mod likely to realize the mifchief 
which he dreaded ? If the fpirit of the country 
was as inflammable as he conceived, could any 

expedient have been devifed more diredlly cat- 

i " . 

culated to make the flame burft forth, than the 
publilhing and difleminating of fuch reprefenta- 

'* ment§ ; but yoil might remain for ev^r without filling any 
of them, from the higheft to the loweft, unlefs Government 
'* was pleafed to appoint you*"— De^^r Ryan's Speech at 
FrancU Street ChapeU 
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tions ! The private eommunication of them to 
the Briti(h Galwftet, when his Lordlhip fuppofed 
them to be founded, might have been a duty t 
but the fending them abroad amongft the very 
perfbns about- whom he wei^ trtmhlingy and of 
iNhoft^ietnefs he defpaired, was little Ihort of 
an a<ft of madnefe. Granting that he was con- 
vinced of the turbulent fpirit of thofe Roman 
Catholics with whom he and his friends had cor- 
refponded, Hill it was poflible that the infanity 
was not univerfal", and that fome happy acci- 
dent might have obftrudled its general progrefs. 
But could any means have been thought of 
more efFedlual to defeat fuch a hope, than for 
luch a perfonage as my Lord Fitzwilliam to pro- 
claim to all the Roman Catholics in the Nation, 
that be deemed at once their purpofe to be defpe- 
rate and their wifli irreliftible ? Of the intention 
of Lord* Fitzwilliam I fay nothing; his private 
charafter fecures him from the flighteft imputa* 
tion of malevolence, and he has too great a 
ftake in this country not to be interefted in its 
fi,te. But of the a6l itfelf, by whatever meand 
his Lordfhip was betrayed into it, can we fay 
kfs than that it was, in efFedl:, to light up the 
Beacons of Infurredlion — ^to found the Toefi^ 
of Rebellion ? 

And here it is Impoffible to omit obfervlngj 

that 
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chat his Lordlliip, in the opimon he formed of 
the difpoiitioAs of the Iriih Catholics^ coul4 
not have depended fotely on hjs own judgement. 
We arc warranted in conduding that he neither 
aiSted nor fpoke without the concurronee of thof<^ 
in this country, whom he honoured with his con- 
fidence ; and that, confequently, in the ftate* 
inents he made to the Britifh Cabinet, he deli-f 
vered their fentiments as well as his own. We 
know that Mr. Grattan, in particular, was one 
of his moft confidential friends, and that, on the 
Catholic queftion, their views were one and the 
fame. But if Mr. Grattan was really of opinioa 
that the Roman Catholics of Ireland entertain- 
ed the fentiments which my Lord Fitzwilliam 
attributed to them, in what light are we to eon^* 
iider his well-known Anfwer to their Addrefs ? 
My Lord Fitzwilliam trembled about the Roman 
Catholics, defpaired of keeping them quitt^ and 
deemed their wifh irreJiJiibJe'i and Mr. Grattan, 
his confidant, his fecond-felf, fays to thofe very 
Roman Catholics, ^* If fuch a combination re- 
*^ turn to power, I have no hefitation in faying 
^^ they will extinguilh Ireland, or Ireland mult 
^^ remove them— ^it is not your caufe only, but 
*^ that of the Nation ; I find the country already 
^* committed in theftruggle. I beg to be com- 
^\ mitted along with her." Did Mr. Grattan 
iuppofe my Lord Fitzwilliam's flatements to 
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be juft, and yet did he fpeak thus ? Did h^ 
-believe the country to be fo very combuftible, 
and did he thus deliberately caft a firebrand into 
the midli of it ? Was it patriotifm which could 
impel him to this ? Was it the pure love of his 
country which induced him to '^' appeal to th^ 
^^ latent and fummary powers of the people/' at 
a moment when, in the opinion of his Noble 
Friend, the public temper was fuch as to ha- 
zard the very exiftence of that country f Or wa^ 
it the rage of difappointment, the difappoint- 
inent of that high-raifed ambition, which, could 
it only have combined Catholic trreftjt'tbility 
with its own Ariftocratic influence, might have 
hoped to prefcribe"laws to the Legiflature, and 
to hurl defiance at the Throne ? — Gracious 
Heaven ! what would have been the fituation 
of this abufed kingdom if the calculation of the 
popular temper had been as founded as the ap^ 
peal to it was frantic ! - 
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ESSAY IV. 

DEMOCRATIC LIBERTY CONSIDERED. 

May 4^ I795< 



A HE Revolution in the Dutch provinces bore^ 
at firft, a very mild and gentle appearance. K 
fcemcd as if Democracy had parted with its 
- ' : teeth 
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teeth and claws befpre it had vifited the HoHan- 
ders ; and that it was difpofed to recommend it- 
felf to all Europe as a quiet inofFenfive fort of 
beaft, that might be ftroaked and carefled with* 
put any hazard whatever. 

But it appears, at length, that this feeming la* 
i:iocencc was the n^ere purring of a tiger. The 
locks of the democratic Sampfpn have grown, 
^nd he Ihakes the temple over the heads of thofe 
who were mad enough to admit him- The 
packets of laft week announce that the Revolu^ 
tionary Government of that emancipated country 
has j^ft iffued an edi6l, enjoining all who arepof- 
feffed oi gold qrfilver uncoined ^ tq deliver it up, 
forthwith, to thofc who a 61 in the name of the 
Sovereign People. By gold sindjiher uncoined, 
it is fcarcely neceflary to obferve, muft be meant 
^late of all forts, and, perhaps, watches, buckles, 
buttons, trinkets, with the whole tribe of etceteras 
\vhich are ufually niade of thofe precious metals* 

Now, fuppofe we, in this country, were thus 
Called upon — in fuch a cafe the rich would not 
be the only fufFerers ; every induftrious man and 
woman who had been fucccfsful in bufinefs, and 
whofe wifh for decency had led them to lay out 
^ part of their favings in decorating a tea or din- 
ner table, would, in their feveral degrees, be fub- 
jedled to the general pillage. 
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But would the good people of Ireland lika 
fuch a fweeping oonfifcation ? Would the labori-' 
ous mechanic and the thrifty houfewife, who 
have, hitherto, felt a virtuous pride in beingable 
to difplay to their neighbours at a holiday treat 
the fhining tokens of their frugality and inde- 
pendence, and who have marked, with fecret de- 
Jight, the eyes of their culftomcrs attrafted by 
the fplendour of the glazed buffet ; would they, 
I fay, fubmit willingly to be ftripped of their 
little hoard, by the hard hand of authority, 
whether of a King or a Republic ? 

But methinks I hear a neighbour "a(k, what 
fignifies gold or filver compared with Liberty ? 
But, fay I, what fignifies Liberty, if a man's filvef 
fpoons are not fafe in his cupboard ? For my 
part, I can form no idea of Liberty feparate 
from fecurity of perfons and property ; and J 
cannot help thinking that if my candlcfticks are 
taken off my table, or my cup fnatched frorn 
my lips, Ihould either happen unfortunately to 
be of filver, it would be much the fame thing to 
me whether it were done by an excife-officer, a 
national guard, or a common houfe -breaker. 

Governments were inftituted for the protec- 
tion of fociety ; that a man may fit fecurely in 
his houfe, and go along the road without being 

knocked 
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knocked down ; that the induftrious may labout 
without moleftation, and may enjoy his acquili- 
tions without being plundered : thefe are the ra- 
tional ends of Government; when they are an*- 
fwered, Government is a public good, and has 
a right to public fupport* But that is a bad 
Government which not only gives no protec- 
tion, but a6lually exifts by preying on the decen- 
cies and innocent gratifications of civilized life* 

Kingly Governments have, no doubt, been 
frequently oppreffive ; but when tbey opprefs, 
they do not oblige their people to call that op- 
preffion Liberty : this adding of infult to injury 
is the peculiar glory of Revolutionary Gbvern- 
ments. When Lord Peter, in the Tale of a TuV^ 
cut a large flice oiF a brown-George loaf, and 
handed it to his hungry brothers, we are told he 
ufed to fay to them, " Look ye, gentlemen, this 
*^ is mutton — excellent mutton ; and if you don't 
** call it mutton, you'll be damn'd eternally/' 
But Revolutionary Liberty beats my Lord P^ter 
all to nothing; what he gave .to his brothers was 
ftill fomething they could eat; if it was not juft 
what he called it, it was food ; it was not poifon. 
But Democracy, as far as we have yet wit- 
nefled its good offices, gives inftead of Bread, 
aStone; inftead of a FilhjaSerpent; and, inftead 
of an Egg, it offers a Scorpion. Nor is this all, 

for 
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for when the Serpent bites, or the Sco'rpioil 
ilings, the wretched vi6lims muft not fo much 
as whimper, when they are robbed Jlrid plun- 
dered, and ftript ; if they do not wifli tolofe 
their lives as well as their fubftancCj they muft 
Hill Ihout Libtrtyl Liberty I 

So much for the firft fteps of ErtiancipatidH 
in Holland : — Let us now fee what they may 
look to hereafter, as a compenfation for the 
ftripping of their fideboards. And who will 
pretend to fay, that the Dutch will not have 
their full fhare of all the happlnefs the French 
have obtained; or that the Tree of Liberty will 
not bear as rich fruit among the former, as it 
has done among the latter ? But what are the 
fruits which France has gathered off the Tree of 
Liberty ? What advantages does it appear to 
have gained from its Revolution ? To be in- 
formed on this head, we will have recourfe to a 
fure quarter, remote from the influence of a 
Court, or Minifler ; we will go to a well-knowii 
Oppofition Paper^ the Courier^ pubiifhed in 
London on the 23d of laft month, in the third 
column of the third page of which we find a 
Speech relative to the prefent flate of France, 
delivered by one Pelet^ on the 8th day of the 
fame month in the National Convention. 

«^For 
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*^ For thefe five years paft, (fays Pekt,) tte 
** peop/le, who defire to be happy, have beea 
^' duped by iJbaf'ds; for five yearspaft they have 
*' been opprej/ed hiiSt/ever^ly fmarfed i Let us no 
*^ longer adjourn our duty^ and their rights, for 
*^ ambition and mw^ ; ignorance and famine will 
*^ not ceafe to fpread their devaftation. The 
*^ erroneous fyftem of our political ceconomy is 
^^ the fource of all ouf fufFeringS — our manufac^ 
*• hires lariguijby oitr maritime trade is de^roy- 
^^ed: whilfii our ff6^!ories relnder us illuffrioiis, 
*^ aiid cdhfofidat* otrf poWer abroad, dljorder 
^^ Jbakes tie viry foundations of fociety at iome'*^ 

Now what is this ? Is it liational happinefs ? 
Is it a thi^g worth fighting for, worth rilking 
cvciy thing valuable for? Is it ajuft and ade- 
quate return for all the human blood which has 
been flicd in the purfuit of it ? And can Holland 
hope for any thing better ? At prefent it is un- 
der a French Government ; that French Govern- 
ment has begun its caree/ with robbery ; arid as 
to what is likely to aifife from it in the fequel, 
let liis lifteh to Pelet in another part of the fame 
fpieiech, ^ 

^^ If," fays he, ^* you delay treating with flol- 
'^ land, if you continue occupying that country 
'f as a conqueft^ Cdihmercc will fly from that 

P ^* Republic. 
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" Republic. You will annihilate that bcauti* 
*^ ful creation of human induftry ; in three 
*^ months that country will be a charge to you, 
*^ and its fugitive riches will increafe the trea- 
*^ fures of your enemies." 

Such, then, are the bleffed fruits of Democra- 
tic Emancipation, which France enjoys already, 
and which Holland has in profpedt, if France 
perfeveres in holding it as. a fraternized coun- 
try. - Pelet afferts that France has been in the 
lituation which he defcribes iov five years ^ that 
IS, ever fince the commencement of the new 
fyftem. So, then, during the prefent/r^^ Govern- 
ment, France has been miferabh ; and, during 
her old fiavijb Government, Ihe was compara- 
tively happy ! This is plain ; bccaufe if Ihe had 
been miserable under the old Government, Pelet 
could not have limited the term of national mi- 
iery to five years. 

What then follows ? Clearly, that French 
Liberty has been produdtive of formuchmifery, 
that they now look back to the very times of 
that old Government which they fo much re- 
probated, . a:s times of happinefs compared with 
the prefent. 

And what do the expreffions of this fame 

Pelet 
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PeJet imply relative to Holland ? Obvioufly, 
that Holland, too, was comparatively iappy be- 
fore the French entered it. ^^ You," fays he, 
*^ will annihilate ihsxheautiful creation of human 
*^ induftry ; in three months time that country 
*^ will be a charge to you, and its fugitive riches 
*^ will increafe the treafures of your enemies." 
So, then, before the French entered, Holland was 
beautiful^ it was rich ; but what will it be if 
they continue in it ? Its beauty (according tp 
PeJet) will be annihilated, and its *^ riches will 
^* make unto themfelves wings ^nd fly away." . 

Governments, like all other human inftituti- 
ons, muft have their weaknefles ; nor can it be 
hoped that a community confifting of frail mor- 
tals Ihould be perfecSlly happy. But we can have 
few better proofs that the Government of a 
country is a good one than that the country it- 
felf is rich and ieautiful. This Ihews that induf- 
try is vigorous, and tliat men are encouraged to . 
the honeft acquifition of wealth, by the profpeft 
of enjoying it without difturbance. Thus, general 
employment is excited; and general employ- 
ment infallibly coj^duces to general happinefs. 
I Ihall not difpute with thofe who view matters 
in a different light, and \yho .think defolation, 
and deformity, and want, and defpair, to be the < 
nxar^js of a good Govd^nment ; but I ihall fay. 

Fa ow 
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on the authority of Felet^ that If they arc, thp 
FrcHch, whether we copllder them at hopie or 
abroad, in their own country or in Holland, 
have, unqueftionably, the beft Government in the 
world ; for (to ufe the words of the Prophet) 
*^ The land is as the Garden of Eden before 
^* them, but behind them a defplatc wildprnefs." 

But, after all, it mull be acknowledged that the 
Tree of French Liberty has by no means thriven 
fo well in Holland as it has done elfewhere. If 
we wifti to fee it, as Wolfey fays, in ShakfpearCji 
** bearing its blufliing honours thick upon it,'* 
we muft take a view of it in Spain : and here 
again we will adniit no partial, prejudiced repor^ 
tcrs ; we will confult the fame honeil Oppofitiou^ 
paper (fince it isfo ufual to believe, that — what- 
ever oppofes the Britifh Government muft be 
honeft,) that we did before. 

In the Courier of April 27th we are told, that 
on the 15th of the fame month, Tallieh made thQ 
following ftatemctot ih the Convention : *^ In the 
*^ Provinces of Ouipufcoa and Bifcqyy^^ faid he, 
^* the inhabitants, friends toHberty, were ready 
*^ to receive the French as brethren ; St^ Se- 
*^ iajlian opened its gates with acclamatipns of 
** joy; but the entrance of the Fre;ich troops 
f^ was diftinguilhed by ^illajge, and the moft 

^^ unhfard 
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*' i^nhcar4-Qf cruelties. The Priefta h^vc been 
^* arrefted, th« Monk$ md Nuns have bctn 
*^ torn from their cloift^F^, havo b«oi> helped 
^^ in carts and dragged to Ba^/onn^^ where they 
^^ were TOa,cte tp fi#er the moft unheard-of treats 
*^ ment. Jn Bifcay, ci^lumw of troops had ad* 
*^ vance4> cai:ifyiiig devaftation ai\d dc^th wUH 
^^ them ; towns and villages have been laid ia 
<^ alhes ; thofe vales whqre p^ac^ BXkd/emrity had* 
^ TILL T^HEN^ inhakked^ ar& bccomiefeeileaof the 
* ^ moft atiocioiis bai l?arity. Tk^ w^mttn art ra^ 
** vijhed: aj^d tljofer iiohoy on tbsir hit^es.y c^edf^r 

*^ their Jives ^ were harharoujly majfacred^^ 

I 

And now, whpther we conteniplatc democraK 
tic liberty in France > in Holland^ or in Spain, 
is it not a moft delightful and moft alluring 
thing ? In. France, it dupes with^worJsy and its^ 
fruits a^e ofpreffioriy fcat6ty. of provifionSj lan^. 
gui/bmmf of fnanufa£lMre'y deftru£tkn of trade. 
In^ Holland,, it ftrips the people of their gold 
apd lilver; and, if it continues, will ftrip the. 
country, of ix.% commerce y its ricbes^y and it&Jpeauiy;^ 
And in.Spain* amid. thofe vales in which> tilIi: 
THEN, (mark tilltberiy i. e. till French gemrofity- 
came to free them from SpamJbdefpotifm^)v^is,A^K^ 
ANij ^ECiTRXTY had dwelt ; it triumphs over all 
jufti.ce, decency, and humanity; out-doing 7J- 
hrius in luft, and Nero in cruelty^. 

Mr.. 
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^^ Mr. Pitt/* fays a Francis Street declaimeri^ 
*' commenced the war to curtail and weaken the 
*^ principles of liberty, and the principles of //- 
** herty have l^een extended and fortified." What 
this Gentleman means by the principles of liberty^ 
we can be at no lofs to determine. How much 
reafon he has to glory in their hting' extended, 
and fortified^ let duped and beggared France, 
let Holland, once rich and heautifuly now robbed 
and likely to be ruined, let the lately y^^«r^ and 
peaceful J hut nov/ bloody and depopulated, plains 
of Bifcayy declare to an aftoniflied world. 

People of Ireland ! are you not very miferable 
that you have not yet participated in thefe inva- 
luable bleflings ? Have you not reafon to lament 
that your friends in this city were not able to lay 
tJieir fchemes better, and that the Englifti Fleet 
'w^s not a little weaker, and the French Fleet 
fomewhat ftronger ? Then you, too, might have 
been enriched like the Dutch, and made happy 
like iht Bifcayans ? Then, in truth, you would 
have been greatly emancipated: your country 
would have been emancipated from its wealth ; 
your wives ^and daughters would have been 
emancipated from their chaftity ; and yourfelves, 
perhaps, as the laft bleffing of which you would 
have . been capable, would have been emanci- 
pated from cxiftence* 

jSSSAY 
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DEMOCRATIC LIBERTY CONTINUED. 



Septr 10, 179^# 

Montesquieu has obferved, that the po- 
litical liberty of the fubjedl confifts "inatran- 
^^ quillity of mind arifing from the opinion each 
^^ perfon has of his own fafety," and, he adds, 
that, ^*in order to have this liberty, it is requi- 
^^ lite the Government be fo conftituted as that 
'^ one perfon need not be afraid of another."'^ 

This is plain common fcnfe, obvious to every 
man*s reafon, and correfponding with every 
man's feelings ; but, if fo, what eftimate are we 
to form of the efFedli of French Democracy ? 

The ftatements made daily in the Convention 
are indifputable, becaufe the Convention itfelf 
authenticates them, by making them the ground 
of its decrees. But if thcfe accounts are authen- 
tic, may it not fairly be alked, in what country, 
or at what period, has the very reverfe of poli- 
tical liberty been fo completely exemplified as in 

France, 
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France, iincc its adoption of the democratic 
fyftem ? 

Where, or when, hsd individuals fo little 
ground to reckon upon their own perfonal fafety ? 
Where, or when, had every one man fo much 
reafon to be afraid of every other man ? 

What, by its own confeflion, has been the 

Convention ? Has it been the temple of rational 

liberty, the bright focus of national light, the 

terror of the oppreflbr, the afylum of the 

wretched ? Has it not, on the contrary, been at 

one period the mean unrefifting inftrument of a 

Robefpierre, at another, the weak, hood-winkecT 

dupe of its own villainous Commiffioners ; blind 

as a mole to the mifchiefs of the hour, and Iharp- 

lighted as the eagle to thofe that had goae by 5 

a giant in theory and a pigmy in praftice ? *^ We 

** were forced," fays Pouzalles, ** to fubmit ta 

** the empire ofan execrable feftion, which Ihed 

^' our blood, and afterwards extended its ravages 

«« to every part of the Republic ; the fignal of 

** diftrefs was given, but we had no fuccour.*' 

An honourable acknowledgement from a body 

calling itfelf a Legiflature ! Is it not ftrange that, 

though none could difprove this miferable con- 

felEon, fome Ihould not have objected to its be- 

ing handed down as an historical document ta 

pofterity ? 

But 
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Buf hoW they that dare to fpeak out ; nwr. 
ftat they are in retrofpedl fo purely virtuous and' 
fo profoundly wj/>, what, in fadl, do their enqui ries 
amount to ? The blackefk fccnes are developed t 
daily ; each frefli difcuffion brings forth fomb; 
greater abominations ; and the human fancy is* 
puzzled to conjefture where the monftrous vo- 
lume is to end. But are not their accufations of* 
their colleagues direft criminations of them- 
felves ? For whb, or what, were thofe blood- 
iounds who are now acknowledged to have con- 
:(ounded perfons ^nd properties in one common 
wreck, and to have blended, in promifcuou^ 
Slaughter, all ages, fexes, ranks, and charafters ? 
Were they not the confidential members^ the fe- 
lefted Commiffioners of the Convention ? Wera 
they not thofe j too, who once ufed as plaufible 
language, aiidlaid claim to as pure a patriotifm^ 
as any of their accufers ? And is not candour it* 
fclf obliged to fufpeft that the chief difference 
between the one and the other lay rather in their 
iituations than in their principles and tempers ?- 
All of them could not have authoritative trulls 
in the Departments; but, it appears, that few who 
had the opportunity to be villains fuffbred it to 
efcape unimproved ; and thofe who had not th& 
opportunity, have, in feveral inftandes, fhewri 
what they would Jiave done^ had it be^n in theif 
power. Every one recoUedls Jean de Briis fa- 

G mous 
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iK«us mction foi a band of aflafimating MiiS<:^ 

Aaries; ami TfiUieris proppfal for executing 
thofe whof were aecuftd, without the unnecujfary 
forms of A trial, *w fc^reely be forgotten. And 
yet Jean d^ Brie fits quietly to this hour in th4r 
Convention! and TalUen i^ little lefs than a lea^^, 
der of the prcfent prevailing party. But even 
the few proeeffcs which have commenced feem 
fcarcely to have been inftituted in carneft : wfe 
hear of numerous aceufations, but of few or na 
puniftiments ; and Barrfre, though accufed o£ 
the groffeft crimen, does not appear to be^ as yet^ 
even brought to trial* 

• ■ 

But be the ptocisedings againft the culprits 
fincere or hypoaritical, the crimes are fuch aa 
the world has fcarcely before witneffed. Cruel 
^s the Spaniards ipay have been in Soi^th Amen, 
rica, the circumftanees of the Natives did not 
admit of a fimilar pillage ; and the Ihorter dura^r 
tionof the former maffaere of: Paris could not 
have left room for fuch diverlified barbarity. It 
is in free Revolutionary France only that at one 
moment, and in the fame perfons, Nero would 
have feen himfelf rivalled in malignity, and 
JJelipgahaltis in buffoonery; It is in free revolu- 
tionary France only that Koltaires ideal Mon- 
fter, the. blended Monkey and Tiger, is rea- 
lised to a nicety ; it is on that high- raifcd thea- 
tre 
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tre and Jn the view of dn aftoiiiflied worlfl, tha* 
men^ dl6iing as Magiftrsltes^ and calling them^' 
ifelves Philofopher$5 hare ^^ played fuch fehtaO- 
^* tic tricks before high Heaven," nbt barely a* 
would make ^* Angels weep," but as Ideots 
woiald'defpife, and Savages athor. 

Is Tfiiis declamation I tret the man that thinKi 
io, if fuch can be, advert to th^ r^port^ of thS 
Coiivehtion, as given in an Irifli Oppofitibi^ 
paper,' the tJiiemidn Journal, ,ot We4hef3ay, 
Auguft the ipth. Let him read the Account of 
Lequinio, a Commiflioner from the Convention'; 
one moment embracing, in this view of the 
Multitude, a riiffian who had offered voluntarily 
to be the minifter of his nialice— another mo- 
ment atfling the part of an aflaflin hirhfelf ; noV 
haranguing the people from tKe blood-ftaineg 
Gruillotine, and then forcing the defencelets vic- 
tims of his tyranny to afcend it, merely that he 
might ma^e them trample on the remains of' 
their flaughtered relatives \ Let him read the la-;- 
conie epiftle of Piorry^ another Deputy, and 
Commiflioner, to the People of Poitiers: ^* Lofe 
*^ not a moment, every thing muft be deftroyed, 
^^ burnt, guillotined, carried off, regenerated T* 
And, laftly, let him attend tp the merciful pro- 
jeft of Bo, forgiving plenty to France, by cut'* 
ting off one half of its inhabitants. ^* Be of 

G z f ^ good 
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^} good cheer, France has enough for twelver 
^•^ millions of people; the reft of its inhabitants 
^•^ will be put to death, and then provifions will 
V be abundant T* 

Surely, lince men began to multiply on the 
face of the earth, fuch fcenes never were exhi- 
bited in it before. I will not infult the und^r- 
iyanding and the feelings of my reader by alkt 
ing what connexion all this has with Liberty f 
But I call upon the man of candour and reflec- 
tion to fay, whether it is not amazingly like the 
retributive juftice of God ? Prance would not 
even allow exiftenfe to the humane, tender heart- 
ed, too gentle Louis ; It faw him, approvingly 
law him, hunted down, and worried to death 
by an infernal pack of Jackals and Hyaenas/ 
What then could be more equitable, than that 
the monfters fhoxild turn upon thofe who ha4 
enppuraged them, and glut their whetted apr 
petite with the blood, the treafures^ and the 
Jiappinefs of France itfelf ? 
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DEMOCRATIC CONSISTENCY, 

Sept. 19, 1795^. 

JL HIS, doubtlefs, is the age of political pro- 
digies. The well-known Metatnorphofes of the. 
Roman Poet feem almoft to flirink within the 
limits of nature and probability, when com- 
pared with the tranfmutations juft now exhibit-^ 
cd in the French Convention. 

. LegenJre, the butcher, the leader, and the 
mouth-piece of that rabble of favages, who, 
with a pair of old black breeches on a pole, and 
the heart of a calf on the point of a pike, for 
their ftandards, biirft into the Caftle of the 
Thuilleries on the memorable 20th of June — • 
Jjegendre^ who propofed that Manuel (who, 
though a democrat, had a confcience and a 
heart,) flxould be voted mad^ merely becaufe, 
while the trial of the King was pending, he fug- 
gpfted that tickets of admiflion fhould be diftri- 
buted among the real Citizens, in order to pre- 
vent the galleries from being filled by a domi- 
Bgering mob — ^This fame Legendre^ now pathe- 
tically laments— what ? That the Convention 
jiyc trenching on the foyereignty of his old aflb- 
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ciates; that the ariftocratiMd Legiflators wiflx 
to deprefs and trample on the true Sans Culottes, 
and to fubftitute their own Majefty in the room 
of the Majefty of the People ? No fuch thing; 
but, on the contrary, that ^^ the Primary 
^^ Affemblies of Paris, though generally com* 
^^ pofed of honeft CitiMni, ar^ g^vtmeS by % 

h>rdt of B£O0AltLT HASCALS T' 

■ 

Is is poffible that this riiffian forget*, or caii 
he perfuade himfelf that the world forgets, that 
jfhortly elapfed period, when, at the head, and 
in the name, of juft fuch a horde of beggarly 
3rA3CAi/«, he told the gerttle, fubtnilSte LoiSis^ 
* ^ Monlieur, liften to U» ; y*$, Monfieur^ yon 
^^ are made to liften to Us \ y^oU dre a perfididtit^ 
*5 fellow ; you have always deceived us, and 
*« you are deceiving us ftili!": Arid Jret this( \k 
the manwho^ on the 8th of thi3 prcfentimontHy * 
declared in the Conventions^ that they (the Con-»? 
vention) having in vaiii tried the ef&r6ls ctf fc«u 
ion, (i, e. having in vain tried td jpreVail with 
the Sovereign People^ to boW before th^ feli^* 
fcreated fovereigftty of hinifelf and his colleagues); 
wuji Tnjrof^ have recourjeti jirms 1 

Bat even xht effrontery of this^ he^o of fh^ 
flaughter-houfe muft yield to the happier iftv# 
pudeneeof Tallien, who^ in hrs baraftgae fo tft^ 

Conven* 
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Ct^avention on the 5th inftaixt, exhorts them t9 
^^ make ufe of their QmH^oUnce, and to march 
•^ under the ftandarda of the armies, and of ther 
*^ patriots of 1789." But who, or what, is 
^is TaJUen f Why, at the period he mentions,. 
ke was nobody, an obfcure clerk in Paris* 
Then only, when the chaldron of democracy 
began to boil high, and the vileft dregs of the 
Comfntinity arofe from its bottom and formed a 
$cutti upon its furface, then, and not till then, 
TalUen rofe alio., His primary funftion was 
t(hat of Secretary to the fiinguinary felf-created 
Council of Commune, which commenced it$ 
fell career on the night of the 9th of Auguft, and 
tmder whofe fuperintcndance the maffacres of 
the ad of September were projefted and 
atchieved. His firft public appearance was at 
the bar of the Legiflative Affembly, as a Com^ 
miflary from that fame Council; where, during 
the very feafon of perpetration, while every 
heart that retained any thing human was thribr 
Jing with horror, he coolly excufed the helliih 
bulinefs, by calling it ^' the, in fome fort, jujl 
•^ vengeance of the people l" 

When for his merits thus opening to view he 
Ivas eledled to the Convention, he not only dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf by his petulance and felf-fufr 
ficiency, but fiill more by his determinate op^ 
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pofition to every motion for inveftigating tkbfd 
murderous tranfaftions which he, with his bofoiA 
friends, Roh/pierre 3.nd Chahoty on all occafions;* 
aflerted to have been the adl of the people' 
themfelves. Of that execrable faction, fo long 
as it appeared likely to retain its power, he wa* 
the decided partifan ; / and, on fome occalions> 
even called forth the cenfure of his co-partnerrf 
by the rancour of his conducft and expreffions. 
When, for inftance, the queftion of allowing 
Counfel to the imprifoned Monarch was debated 
in the Convention, a mercilefs wretch {OJfeltTiy 
propofed that they thenifelves fliould name 
Counfel for the King, whom he muft either ac-* 
cept, or find others, within four and twenty hours* 
To this even the majority of the Convention 
objected, ftruck with the unreafonablenefs of 
obliging an accufed mg,n to take Counfel chofen 
by his accufers, or an imprifoned man to fix fo 
important a choice in fo limited a fpace of time* 
But what faid the mild and moderate Tallien ? 
*^ Let him,'* faid he, *' do the beft he can ; 
^* let him find counfel who will a6l, that is his 
^* affair; it is our concern to avenge the National 
^^ Majefty.'* Again, while the King was pre- 
paring for his trial, it was propofed that he 
Ihould have a free intercourfe with his family ; , 
this was no fooner mentioned than the great ma-- 
jority of the Convention agreed to it almoft by 
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acclamation. But even then the virulence of 
Tallim tranfported him fo far as to tell the Con- 
vention, ^* You may decree this as you pleafe, 
^^ but if the Municipality/' (that blefled neft of 
vipers, whofe Secretary he had been,) ^^ do 
*' not choofe it, he will be allowed to fee none of 
** them." The indignation of the Convention 
was excited, the wretch was cenfured, and the 
, cenfure inferted in the Proces Ferhah But the 
malignity of his heart cojtdd not be reftrained ; 
for even then, when the caufe of inhumanity 
was completely gained, when the fullnefs of fuc- 
cefs might have afforded a moment's relaxation 
to the malice of the devil himfelf, I mean when 
the King was pronounced guilty, even then 
Tallien was not to be fatisfied ; but, as if ever on 
the watch to grafp the utmoft poflibilities. of 
cruelty, he urged immediate execution, on a 
pretence of mercy fo infernally ironical, that 
even Danton himfelf was fliocked, and remon- 
ftrated againft his barbarity. 

And this man now talks about juftice and mo- 
deration ; condemns loudly the meafures of that 
party whom he once fpurred on to enormity ; 
and fpeaks with rapture of the patriots of 1789, 
whom he and his coadjutors devoted to death or 
drove into exile. This man, the creaturey the 
inftrumenfy the jtiftifier^ the exciter of dark con- 
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fpiracy and bloody infurredlion, now dares to fay 
that ^^ a new Royal confpiracy, like that of the 
*^ 31ft May/' (that is, the cdnfpiracy of himfelf 
and his friends, which raifed Robefpierre to the 
Dictator's chair, ind more than twenty of his: 
opponents in one day to the fcafFold,) ^' is pre- 
paring^, and that they are endeavouring onca' 
more to miflead the Commune^ by perfuading. 
'* the inhabitants that th^y are Soverei^?is.'^ 
And if they are, whofe example are they fol- 
lowing I Whofe leflbns are they inculcating f 
Thofe, furely, of T^///>;? himfelf aiid his execra- 
ble auxiliaries f Miferable, diftratSled France^- 
what muft be thy fate, when thus in abeyance 
between the mifrule of the disjointed, perplexed^ 
infuriate multitude, on the one hand, and the 
military dominion of fuch infernal vagabonds^ 
and hypocrites on the other ! 

Irifh and Britifh democrats (thofe of you I 
mean who are not in the fecret ; who, mifled by 
artful demagogues, are yourfelves more finned 
againft than finning,) for your country's fake, 
open your eyes, and fee, in Legendre and Tallleuy 
what mufl: ever be the charadler of Revolution- 
ary Leaders when once raifed to power. Alk 
your own reafon, whether the dominion of fuch 
men would be a blefling to this country ; and 
reft affurcd, that if a Revolution would not find 
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fudi charafters, it would make them ; it would 
hatch them by its peftiferous heat in the carcafe 
of mangled fociety. And think, oh think, whe* 
ther the prefent regular adminiftration of laws 
and prote Aion of property (regular, I fay, unleft 
fo far as it has been made otherwife by the in- 
lidious artifices of your own Chieftains,) would 
be well exchanged for the bafe ftratagems, the 
infulting haughtinefs, the fawning adulation, and 
the brow-beating defpotifm of fuch mulhroom 
mifcreants! 



ESSAY VIL 

Juneig, 179$; 

JLn my walks through this city I fbmetimes 
fall in with a clafs of men fo peculiarly diftin- 
guilhed from all other perfons, that, I dare fay, 
many befides my felf are in the habit of obferving 
them. They appear occafionally in private com- 
panies, but they make a far more confpicuous 
figure at Clubs and public Societies* The traits 
by which they are known appear with equal 
prominence in their converfation and counte- 
nance. In their cpnverfation they harp eternally 
on the fame firing, the wickednefs of Govern- 
jcoent, and the wrongs, done to the people. In 
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their countenances they exhibit the moftftriking 
marks of difcontent, irritability, and arrogance. 
If the gloom brightens at any time into a doubt- 
ful funfliine, it is when the French have gained 
a viftory, when the Englifli fleet has been driven 
back by contrary winds, or when Home Toole 
has entertained the mob at Weftminfter with a 
philippic againft the Minifter. 

It cannot be doubted but that thefe men are 
Angularly unhappy, and^ on this account, they 
might, at firft view, feem objects of commifera- 
tion ; but the indefatigable eagernefs with which 
they labour to make others a.5 wretched as them- 
felves, and totransfufe into the minds of all with 
whpm they converfe that corroding venom 
which rankles in their own breaft, has in it fome-*- 
thing fo exquifitely infernal, fo like What we 
have been ufed to attribute to the arch-enemy of 
God and man, that the tendencies to pity muft 
in all well-difpofed minds fpeedily give way to 
difgufl.and indignation. 

In what degree the perfons to whom I allude 
ftand related to the difembodied National 
Guards, or the difperfed Society of United Iriih- 
men, I Ihall not pretend to determine. One 
thing is plain, that they are aftuated by the fame 
fpirit, and are in purfuit of the fame ends : they 

only 
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only differ in adopting, perhaps through neccf- 
iity, more indireft and lefs alarming means. 
The war exifts ; the objeft is unchanged ; but 
the champions of this day hope to effecft hyfap 
what their predeceffors failed in accomplifhing 
hyjlonn. 

The immediate purpofe is too plain to be 
miftkken ; they evidently wifli and hope to make 
the great body of the People fo completely dif- 
fatisfie4 with the prefcnt order of tilings, that 
they Ihall at laft rife in a mafs, overturn the Go- 
vernment, and thus leave an open field for the 
introduftion of any theoretic plan which the 
enterprizing genius of thofe who excite them 
now, and truft to be their leaders then, may hap-* 
pen to fuggeft. 

That the defigns of thefe men have failed hi- 
therto, or may fail, finally, as to their full accom- 
plifhment, makes little difference in the amount 
of their merit or their guilt. If their purpofe be 
virtuous, their intention fhould not be defrauded 
of its due praife, becaufe, from contingent cir- 
cumffcances, it has proved abortive : if it be cri- 
minal, they fland charged in the fight of God 
and man with the enormities they would have 
committed, and the miferies they would have 
occafioned, had Providence permitted their 

fcbemes to be fuccefsful. 
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I afk then, (and I conceive it is a queftioa 
which even the lefs guilty agitators of doubtful 
political points have not yet confidered as they 
.ought,) whether any crime can be -equal to the 
wilful, wanton endeavour to diflblve the regular 
:order of a community? If murder, and pillage, 
and ruthlefs havock, and headlong devaftation, 
entail guilt on the immediate adlors, they who 
caufe thefe enormities, who determinately pull 
down the only barriers which jreftrain them^ 
who excite the pafiions which mufi: produce 
them, and create the circumftances which leave 
fcope for them, they, I fay, are much more than 
accomplices-; they muft pafs for principles in 
jevery crime that is committed, in every barba* 
arity that is perpetrated. 

That law and government of fome kind are 
Tieceflary to the fafety of fociety, might be. 
proved, if any one was mad enough to deny it^ 
by lamentable demonftratioa. For when at 
any time thefe reftraints have been fufpended, 
^ven by events which mull have called forth pity 
where it was, and might almoft have created it 
where it was not, by earthquakes, for inftance, 
or by conflagrations, the fpirit of violence 
and rapine has difcovered itfelf immediately. 

The fenfc of this neceffity firft fuggefted the 
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©Illy poffible remedy ; and the eftablifliment of 
kw and government marked the epocha of 
man's rife from favagenefs to xrivilization, from' 
brutal fiercenefs to the endearments of humanity. 
Then, and not till then, came the idea of fafety, 
and, with the idea of fafety, the attempt to be 
comfortable ; then, and not before, the fangui- 
iiary howl foftened into the fong of peace ; thea 
fprung up the charities which bind man to man^ 
the virtues which enrich our nature, the acquire- 
ments which adorn it, the domeftic and focial 
enjoyments which make life worth prefer ving. 

But would thefe indifpenfible requifites to 
liuman happinefs furvive the burft of anarchy ? 
Would not the overbeanng flood of uncuxbed 
paffion, of unreflrained depravity, fweep them 
all away ? And would not the poor difconfolate 
lover of order fee all that he held dear, tfie fruit 
of hisinduflry, the reward of his ingenuity, his 
domeftic comforts, his firefide delights^ all car- 
ried off, hopelefsly and remedilefsly carried off, 
by that reliftlefs torrent, which, while riling above 
every mound of right, would be to all the pur- 
pofes of vice as du6lile as a rivulet ? 

Gracious Heavent And are there indeed men 
in the community who, loft to all the tender 
feelings of nature, would put thefe eflentrals of 
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human comfort to hazard ; nay, to infinitely 
worfe than hazard^ to ceclain ruin, and for no 
one rational objeft ? We Ihudder at the tale of 
midnight murder, or the narrative of cold cru- 
elty ; but what midnight murder, real or fabled, 
what cold cruelty, in ancient or modern ftory, 
is equal to this — that men not driven mad by 
oppreffion, not rouzed to enthufiafm by any fpe- 
cies of perfecution, fhould thus make open war 
on focial happinefs, on every thing that is mild, 
or gentle, or eftimable in human nature ? 

, And are there fuch perfons ? Alas, are there 
not ? Would there be inflammatory newfpapers 
if there were not fuch to cherilh and to feed 
them ? Would there have been Defenders , if 
there had not been fuch perfons to encourage 
them ? Or, would there be juft now a band of • 
plotters^ of deeply fyftematized plotters, againft 
the government and peace of the country, in 
the profperous and plenteous North, if the tones 
of fedition had not been founded from the me- 
tropolis, and echoed and re-echoed by that biify 
inftrument of mifchief, *^ The Northern Star?*'^ 
Yes, I write from honefl: indignation, becaufe I 
know that in one of the moil thriving diflridls in 
the kingdom, where oppreflion is not felt, where 
diftrefs does not occur, except from mere misfor- 
tune or abfolute vice, the fpirit of fedition, un- 
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excited by the Ihadow of provocation, an4 
vyrought up to phrenzy folely by the mental poi- 
fpns of thofe murderous mountebanks, has, 
within thefe few weeks, precipitated a number of 
wretched perfons (who, in ord^r to be com* 
pletely happy, wj^nted nothing but contented 
ijiinds,) into the gloom of a jail, preparatory^ 
perhaps, tg the horrors of a gibbet. 



ESSAY VIII, 

June 1 8, 1796. 

JLT is by no means my wifh to indulge in un^ 
^qualified cenfureor acrimonious feverity towards 
thofe political agitators to whom I alluded in my 
former paper : I think, in my confcience, that 
they are guilty beyond what words can exprefs; 
but ftill I would much rather convince than ex- 
afperate them ; and I Ihould be forry to excite the 
deteftation of others againft them, if I could only 
hope that they themfelves would be led to regret 
their mifcondudt, and to open their bofoms to 
^* the compunftious vifitings of nature." 

To themfelves, then, rather than to the Pub- 
lic at large, do I make my appeal. I call upon 
every man who has the underftanding and the 
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feelings of a human being, and who is confcloul 
of having fo written or fpoken, as to encourago 
that fpirit qf reftlcfs difafFecftipn which, in fq 
many parts of this kingdpm, has already produ-» 
ced, and is at this momeiit producing, fuch de.r 
plorable cfFedls, to enter at length into a review 
of his own cqndudl:, to call himfelf befpre tho 
tribunal of his own confcience, and to enquire, 
impartially and folemnly, whether he has aAe4 
wifely and well^ as a patriot and ^s ^ man, aqd 
conliftently with his duty to his fellpw-preatvire^ 
and his God. 

That the agitations tp which I refef (agita? 
tions fo unlike any thing that ever befpre occurred 
in our rfiemory, fo determinedly pqJifical, and fo 
fingularlyj^^/w^/zV,) are and ipuft J^e chargeable 
on the perfons to ^yhpm I am ^ddreffing niyfelfj 
they themfelves wiU pot venture to difpute. It 
is notorious that, for years, they have been la- 
bouring in every poflible way to detach and alie- 
nate the lower ranks from the higher ranks, the 
J^cople from the Government, In hand-bills of 
various name and title, ftudioufly framed, fo as 
to operate on vulgar minds through the mediuni 
of their ruling paffions, and difleminated fo in-^ 
duftrioufly as to find their way to every villagej| 
fair, arid market, they have been inceffantly in- 
culcating on the multitude that they were thq 
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fiioft wtetched, abufed, opprefled jifedplc iiiidrf 
the canopy of Heaven, that their mifery arofc 
folely from a political caiife, viz. the radically 
bad Government under which they lived, that 
their happinefs muft depend on an alteration o£ 
that Grdvefn men t, and that, firic^ thdfe in poweir 
werfe not difpofcd to comply with the popular 
li^ifh, the people ought td do juftice td them- 
selves, by having recoutfe to fUch rtlovemfents as 
could not be rcfifted. 

Let any perfon, acquainted with what has beeli 
paffing in this country for the laffc four years, lay^ 
whether this has not Beeti the unifdrm purport of 
flll the publications of the well-knbWii Sdciety of 
tjnited Irifhmen ; and I wbiild farther alk, whe- 
ther the fanie dcfign his not beeh tod fuccefi-* 
fully puffued (even finte their firft mode of difie-* 
mination has been deemdd inexpedient) through 
the medium df fuch Uews-papeirs as were willing 
to increafe their cir(^ulation, by coutting depri* 

Vity and facrlficing triith ? 

I 

But was it pdflible in the liattire of* things that 
fuch ftatements could be urged With earne^efs^ 
and iuculcated with unwearied aifiduity, arid nbt 
tbake a fk)werful impreffidzi on the itliilds of the 
populace ? The; peribn, be he whd he iilay^ 
mountebank or politician^ who defcants on hii- 
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Wan mlferj^ will be fure of an audicnte ; and, Jf 
he flatters the paflions while he pretends to ftir- 
nifh remedies, his prefcriptions will be received 
as the dictates of an oracle. What then could 
be expected from the publications to which I al- 
lude, but the very confequences which have fol- 
lowed ? When the ignorant vulgar read them, ot 
heard them read, (and care was taken that they- 
ihould not want the opportunity,) and when they 
met with fuch politivenefs of allegation, fuch ap- 
parent fervour of fentiment, and warmth of ex- 
preflion, how could they doubt but that every 
aflertion was true ? And what could be iht 
efFcdl of fuch a perfuafion, but deep hatred of 
Grovcrnmeijt, rankling jealoufy of their fupe- 
riors, and a fixed determination to force their 
way through every difficulty and danger, in or- 
der to come at that political Paradife which was 
thus prefented to their view ? 

To imagine that the perfcms in queflion were 
not aware of the likelihb^d of thefe efFefts^ 
would be to deny them the praife not only of fu- 
pcrior talents, but of common rationality. Sap- 
poling, then, that their exhortations had been 
attended with equal fuccefs in all the different 
diftrifts of the kingdom, I could wifh them to 
aik themfelves, what would be the vaft ad van* 
tage ? We have heard of the atchievements of? 
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Defchderlfm where it was triumphant ; would It 
be very much for the happinefs of the country 
if thefe outrages were to be univerfal, if they 
Were to rife abov^e the check of magifterial 
power, and if the exifting Government, faulty 
as fome men may efteem it, wer^ to be fet 
alide to make room for a provifional Diredlory 
of Defenders ? 

When malice is indulged to its extent, tvcty 
bbjeft is overlooked, except what tends to grati- 
fy the predominant paflibn. Ah ambition as fran- 
tic as it is profligate, has impelled a few incendia- 
ries to aim at the deflruAion of the prefent rul- 
ing powers, and they account no expedient too 
defperate, if it only tends to accomplifh their 
purpofe. But,, fuppofing them to have gained 
their point, are they fure that even they them- 
felves would not foon have reafon to repent o£ 
their rafhnefs ? If general infurreftion were now 
the order of the day, would the reftlefs multi- 
tude continue to bow before the fpeculative ge- 
niufes who had called them into adlion ? Or caa 
we imagine that a committee of Switcher Do-- 
Tiellies* would long be fwayed by the metapho- 

• The Noth de Guerre of a noted leader of Defenders and 
United Irifhmen juft then taken into cuftody at Maghera in 
the county of Londonderry* 
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t\6 energy bf an Helois * eloquence i It liii 
been all-powerful to e^tcite,' but would it hi 
equally efFedlual to reftrain ? It was well fitted 
to draw the peafant frdni his ihduftfy, and td 
engage him in midnight mufdei*^ and noon-day 
depredation. But when the niiiltitude had onc^ 
tried the ftrength of their own brawny arms, can 
we think thar tropes and figures of fpeech woidci 
ftill keep them in fubjeftion ttt a few phyficiansj 
lawyers, and haberdafhcfs^ wh6fe ** profeflional 
prudence" had induced them to Conceal them* 
felves until they hoped there was no hazard id 
the expofure of their perftins ? 

But in putting thefe queAioiis 1 feel difcoii'i 
raged. They to whom they apply are as ** the 
*^ deaf addef which ftoppeth her ears.** Oncd 
nwre, then, I turn to the friends of otder and 
human happinefs. I Call Updn them to weigh 
what I have faid, and to judge Whethet any mad-* 
inefs is to be compared with the attempts which 
we have feen, and ftill fee, to excite the ignorant 
impaffioned populace to difcontent, to Yiolence^ 
to rebellion ? And whether they whoperfetere in 

♦ Alluding to a well known publication^ called the Helot's 
Xsttersy which appeared about the year 1784, and was the 
firft efFttfion of that inflammatory rhetoric which has fince 
been ufcd by the United IriOimen with a fucccfe fo fatal to^ • 
the qviiet and fafety of the coutitryi 

this 



( «3 ) 

this diabolical purfuit, after the deplorable rer 
fults which haye already arifen from it, and in the 
l^iew pf thpfe infinitely greater mifchiefs which 
lyould neceflarily accrue from the completion of 
their fchenies, do not deferve to be hurled fron^ 
fociety as the eneniies of Qod and Man ? 



ESSAY IX, ^ 

June 23>.I796. 

A HE exertions qf Goyeniment to fupprefs 
that fpirit of combination and infurgency by 
which this country has been harrafled, are de- 
ferving of the hjgheft praife. They have beei^ 
as judicious as they were vigorous, and the be- 
nefit arifing from them has, perhaps, been a$ 
great as on any fair grounds could have been ex- 
pelled. But I hefitate not to fay that, in order 
to a ra'dical cure, there is a neceflity for reme- 
dies which no government of any extenfiv6 
country can qf itfelf apply. Government may 
repel aftual infurreftion by oppofing to it a fu- 
perior force : it may give energy to the endea- 
vours of aftive Magiftrates by a prompt atten- 
tion to their applications : it may keep good 
order in the metropolis and its immediate envi- 
rons^ tut it cannot detedl the embrj'o plots that 

are 
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ftre hatching from time to time in remote pro;-' 
yinces. It cannot follow the midnight fteps of 
the foul fiend, while he fqws. the tares of fedition 
in the foil of village fimplicity. It may lop off 
the ftem, what appears above ground and 
Urikes the eye at a diftance ; but it is impoffibjflt, 
it Ihould be able to purfue and trace out the en- 
tangled roots of the mifchief whiph extend themf- 
felves beneatl) the furface. 

Thcfe are duties which tfcey whofe intereft is 
at ftake muft perform for themfel ves. The me^ 
of underftanding, of property, of principle, in 
the different parts of the country, muft exer| 
themfelves to preferve the country, with an afli-r 
duity proportionate to that which other men 
haA''e ufed, and are ftill ufing, to deftroy it, or a 
thorough extirpation of the evil cannot poffibly 
be expefted, 

That the aftual agitators are few in number, 
and that amongft thofe who have any pretenfion^ 
to refpedlability the well-difpofed would out- 
reckon the malcontents by hundreds to one, I 
cannot entertain a doubt. But the mifchief is, 
that the many are indolent, while the few' are in- 
defatigable. Good, eafy, undefigning men, fit 
quietly at their fire-fides, while the guileful 
j^parchiftsarediffufingthe principles, andmatufr 
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ing the fchemcs, of infurredliorji and revo- 
lution^ 

To an indolence of precifely a fimilar nature, 
much more than to the number or the ftrength 
of their adverfaries^ the gentry of France have 
owed their ruin. Had they^ ^t the beginning, 
exerted themfelves in their refpeftive provinces 
to prevent combinations, to deteft mifreprefen- 
tations, and to prevent their adherents and their 
neighbours from being debauched by the mad- 
dening principles of the Jacobins, they would, 
in all probability, never have been driven from 
that country, of which, in fpite of all that can 
be advanced by prejudice or by petulance, they 
were the jgr^ce and die ornanient. 

But if ever it fhbuld happen that the gentle- 
men of this country Ihould, in confequence of a 
iimilar negligence, experience a fimilar ruin, 
their blame would be aggravated beyond all 
comparifon ; becaufe they have advantages, as 
well as motives, which French gentlemen were 
not bleffed with. Here we know what we have 
to fupport, a Q^nftitution under which we and 
our fathers have enjoy ed the moft liibftantial blef- 
fings ; and the permanence of which is our only 
tenure for public and private fafety, for proper- 
ty, Uberty, and life. A French gentleman 

K, could 
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could not feel this ; ftill lefs could he enforce i% 
upon the ranks beneath him. He could not ap- 
peal to the experience of the manufafturer or 
the hufbandman for their exemption froni op- 
preffion, for their uniform enjoyment of the 
moft rational liberty ; he could, not urge then^ 
not to hazard bleffings which they had not yet; 
enjoyed. An Irifli Gentleman, on the contrary, 
has the rea/onasid the confcience of the farmer an4 
the tradefman ready retained to fupport him 9 
he has every thing on his fide but ignor(ince^ 
which he may do much to enlighten, and pra-z 
fi'igacy^ whigb he h^s ftill fufficient power to re- 
prefs. 

It is the glory of the Britifli empire that the 
governments of which it is compofed neither do^ 
nor can, reft on th^ balls of mere executive power ; 
and that, in order to their ftability, they require 
the conftant and concurrent fupport of men 
of property and independence. The Govern* 
mentis, infacjl, little more than the concentration 
of their ftrejigth, and they again are the natural 
conduits, the nerves and arteries of the Body 
Politic, through which alone Government can 
extend its energy through the fyftem. If, there- 
fore, men of property fail in this their legitimate 
funftion, the body ?iuft become paralytic ; una-t 
ble to repel attackj from without, or to throw 
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bif maladies from within ; and the head and the 
members, the Gt)verriment and the property, 
tnuil be in danger of perifliing together. 

I alk, then, have the n\en of property and in- 
dependence done, in general, what they owe at 
once to the Government and to themfelves ? On 
the contrary, have they not, in too many inftances, 
looked up to Gdverrimeht, as the waggoner in 
the fable looked up to Jupiter , when he expeft- 
fed the aid of Heaven, without once putting his 
own Ihoulder to the wheel ? When the votaries 
of fedition formed their well-known fociety in 
this metropolis, for the avowed purpofe of anni- 
hilating the Conftitutibn, (a fociety which was in 
its form an embryo Convention, and in its adlion 
the very ape of the Jacobin Club of Paris,) and 
when its myrmidons had already muftered, and 
paraded openly, carrying the mehace of treafoji 
in their very name, exhibmng on their buttons 
the Irifh harp uri-cr owned , ajjdt^earing trowfers 
that they might affedl Sans Culotierie even to 
the letter, the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Coun- 
cil cruihed this rank rebellion by a timely and 
temperate exeroife of their cotiftitutional power* 
When the fame fociety had the audacrty to call 
for ^* a national convention, to declare" (as 

; . i - - ■ » 

in the delirious rant, of France they termed it) 
^^ the national will,'* the legiflature, by aiv 
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aft of parliament, which was only declaratory 
of the common law, and of the common fenfe of 
the country, at once extinguifhed their ardour 
and their hope. But I again alk, what did the 
men of property throughout the kingdom do ? 
Did they, as was done in England, (where the 
neceffity was much lefs,) and as the very prac- 
tice of their adverfaries might have fuggefted to 
them, form a conftitutional league to counter- 
aft the anti-conftitutional efforts of the lurking 
traitors, to adminifter antidotes as faft as they 
uttered poifons, and to meet each ftimulus tp 
popular phrenzy with an equally ardent appeal to 
reafon and to confcience? — On the contrary, 
were not the flying fheets of the enemy (thofe 
miafms df mental peftilence) indolently per- 
mitted to make their way to every farm-houfe, 
and to every cottage ; and to appear, in the 
view of the multitude, who judge only from 
appearance, unanfwerabk^ becaufc no anfwer 
was given to them ? 

It was from thefe feeds, 1 fcruple not to re- 
peat, more than from any other caufe (only 
aided by the indefatigable after-culture of ma- 
lignant new^ writers) that the various enormities 
of Defertderifm have arifen to disfigure and dif- 
grace our country ; and that now, after having 
been mowed down by the fcythe of Juflicc in 

fo 
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fo many diflferent parts of the kingdom, thcy^ 
burft forth again in the extremity of the North. 
And why do they thus appear ? Becaufe the roots 
are in the foil, and can only be extirpated by 
local exertion, by the vigilance and affiduity of 
thofe who are on the fpot, of thofe who know 
the men and the circumftances of that part of 
tlie country* 

To the men of property and independence, 
then, in thofe Northern Counties, (but not to 
them exclufively, fince wliat istheir duty is more 
or lefs the duty of all,) would I now take the li- 
berty of addrefling myfelf: *^ For your own 
^* fakes, and for the fake of your country, do 
^* not feed by your inertnefs that mifchicf which 
** your vigorous exertions would very foon and 
*' very eafily fupprefs. Let not the leaders of fe- 
^* dition fuppofe you are afraid of them, nor 
*^ leave them any room to perfuade thofe whom 
** they are labouring to feduce, that you are 
*' difpofed to yield to efforts which you find it 
** impoflible to repel. Take inflrudlion from 
** your adverfaries, and learn, from their exam- 
*^ pie, the bell methods of counteradling theni^ 
*^ They unite together to aid each other by mu- 
** tual counfels, and, to aft more efFeftually, by 
*^ afting in concert* Co-operate, you, to pre- 
*^ vent mifchief as clofely and as fleadily as they 

^^do 
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*^ do to perpetrate it. They take car^ to krioW 
•* what you are doing, that they may guarcJ 
'^ againft you; be you equally vigilant in ob- 
" ferving tMm, and make therti know aind feel 
*' that you do fo. They build upon your inac- 
** tion; the appearance of your adiivity willdif- 
*' courage and intimidate them* 

^^ TJiey labour to make profelytes^ and tor 
** inftil their pernicious, opinions into all they 
•^ converfc with. Meet thfem on this vtt'f 
^^ ground ; lofe no opportunity of converfing; 
** calmly, but earneftly, with your neghbourSj 
^* your tenants, and even your day-l2Cbour6rs, 
*^ and of preffingupon them the wickednefs and 
the madnefs of deftroying trade, flapping the 
courfe of induftry, and letting loofe violence 
** and rapine, and murder, to lay wafte the 
*^ country if they Ihould be fuccefsful, and of' 
*^ bringing themfelv6s to the gallowS if they 
*^ Ihould not. 

•* Farther, the perfons who^m yoii have to bp- 
** pofe read and ftudy, that they may be able ta 
** preach fcdition. They furnifhthemfelves with 
^f the arguments of democratic writers, and 
** what they want in reafon they make up by the 
^* ittipofing fliew of fuperior knowledge. Da 
*' you, alfo, take pains^ if you are not already in- 

^* formed 
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^^ formed fuffieiendy, to acquaint yourfelves with 
*^ their ufual artifices, aqd with the moft conclu- 
^^ live replies to them ; and when you meet any 
** tradl which you think calculated to undeceive 
♦* and tranquillize the popular mind, be yoiji as 
*^ affiduous in diffeminating it, as the United 
•* Irilhmen have been in fending abroad thofe 
*^ of a contrary tendency. If even your fuccefs 
^* fhould not always be ftriking, do not relin- 
^* quifli your endeavours ; you will ftagger even 
*^ where you do npt convince ; though you may 
*^ not overcome prejudice, you will infpiredoubt, 
^' and awaken confcience ; and even that deep- 
*^ rooted malignity on which reafon cannot ope-? 
^^ rate, will be awed and made defpondent by 
f^ your fpiritand perfeverance." 
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ESSAY X, 

July 7,1796. 

ERHAPS fome of my readers will fuppofe 
that, in the hints to country gentlemen La my 
Uft paper, I ought to have introduced the dif- 
treffes of the poor, and wrged their relief as 
pne means of reftoring trancjuiUity. My omif- 
fion in this refpeft did not arife from infenfibi- 
Jit^ to diftrefs, let it exift where it may ; but it 
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proceeded from the decpeft conviftion that the 
prefent difturbances amongft the lower claflcs 
have not arifen from their diftrcfles^ and that to 
reprefent them as having done fo is a grofs and 
mifchievous impofition. 

If thofe difturbances proceeded from diftrefs, 
it would be natural to infer that the refentment 
.of the fuppofed wrongs would be ftrongeft where 
the wrongs themfelves were moft fenlibly expe- 
rienced, and that, of courfe, the moft diftrefled 
diftriftsof the kingdom would, in general, be the 
moft turbulent. But has this been the cafe i — 
Does it appear that they who have been loudeft 
in their complaints have had the moft plaufible 
pretences to remonftrate againft injuries; or that 
fcenes of greateft agitation have been generally 
thofe of leaft happinefs ? 

Let it be obferved that I do not now fpeak of 
thofe local and petty infurreftions with which 
this country has, at all times, been harrafled* 
I do not advert to fudden rifings of mobs, to 
quarrels with excifemen or tythe-proftors, nor 
to aflbciations of banditti for t(he mere purpofe 
of nightly depredations. But I confine myfelf 
to Defenderifm,* in its new and fyftematical, 

form; 

♦ The difturbances in the North^p which are here termed 
D/'/iMderi/m, were, in fad, the re-invigoratcd movements of 

the 
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feriii ; to the methodized operations which have 
of late Ihewn themfclves in different parts of 
the kingdom ; which appear bound together 
by a fecret and myfterious chain, and which, 
fcorning all reference to fpecific grievances, re- 
gard Government as the one great grievance, and 
^ democratic revolution as the only remedy 

lalk, then, did this mifchievous combination 
originate in diftrefs ? Its firft movements were 
in a region where diftrefs is as little known as in 
any in Europe, in the town and neighbourhood 
of Belfaft. Here, it is notorious, the fpirit of 
fraternization firft embodied itfelf in a fociety, 
on the very. face of which, even in its infancy, 
every revolutionary feature was boldly promi- 
nent. Its firft voice was an outcry, not againft 
perfonal or civil wrongs, for it felt none ; not 
againft fuppofed political faults or deficiencies, 
for of thefe it difdained to take cognizance, but 

the Society of United Irishmen, who, after a temporary 
depreilion, about .this time refumed their adlivity, and fpread 
themfelves through the province of Ulfter, with great fpirit 
and' more confiftency of plan than ever before. This has ap- 
peared iince, from the evidence laid before the Committees of 
hoxh Houfes of Parliament, fiut as there was no means of 
proving the faft at the time of writing the above, it was 
thought beft todefignate thofe commotions by th« term which 
was then" generally defcriptive of plans of combination and 
ihfurreftfpn. 

L againft 
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againft the exifling coirflitution of the kingd^oiA 
^^ We have," faid they wha £pokje for it, ^^ no Na* 
^^tional Government." And the objeft it aimed 
atwascorrefppndentto its complaint, an abolition 
of the Gomtnons' Houfe of Papliamcnt, and the 
fubftitution of a mob-eledted and mob-depen- 
dent dffembly in its room. ^* We have gone/? 
fay they, *^ to what we conceive to.be the root 
*• of the evil ; we have ftated what we conceive 
*' to be the remedy. With a Paiiiament thus re* 
^^ formed i&YERY TKmfG'is eq^; without it Ko- 
•^ THiNXJ can-be dme4 And we dox:all upon, and 
** moftearneiftly exhort, our countrymen to fol^ • 
*^ low our example, and form fimilar focieties 
^* in every^qiiartcr of the kingdom." 

What mifery, can we conceive, did thefe firft 
votaries of anarchy experience, whbn they rung 
. this early alartrm-bell to theyet flumbering tur- 
llkiience of the multitude ? Were they pining in 
want ? Did they feel oppreffion ? Did they lack 
one requifite of earthly comfort ? Were they not, 
in general, in profperous trade, in increaling 
wealth, in circumftances, of which, in moft in- 
ftances, their births had given no promife ? — » 
What, then, excited thisdefperate appeal? Their 
own expreffions abundantly inform us : — ^^ With 
*^ a Parliament thus reformed," (that is, made 
menially fubfervient to^the will of the populace,) 

y every 
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^^ every thing is eajy, without it nothing c^n 
*^ BE DONE." In other words^ ** wealthy and 
*^ comfortably as our external circumftances may 
*^ be, we are^and will be, unhappy^, and will do 
^^ our utmoft'to make all others unhappy, until 
*^ we, the wife, eloquent, able politicians of 
^^ Belfaft, fhall have the Legiflature under our 
^^ controul, and fhall, of courfe, be able to 
♦^ do with it, and with the country, whatever 
• ^ we think proper," 

If we could, for a moment, overlook thewick^ 
ednefs of fuch a prqjeft, we might [amufe our-p 
felves with the exquifite abfurdity of thofe who 
conceived it. We have heard of perfons who 
in^agined they were turned into glafs, or who 
thought their heads fo enormous that they could 
not pafs through ordinary doors. But thefe, and 
all other inftances of hypochondriacal infanity, 
are but mere types and Ihadows of the far more 
prepofterous cafe of warm yeomen and thriving 
traders, thus wretched in the midft of abun-f 
dance, one moment calling themfelyes flaves, 
^he next raging and fpaming, and invoking the 
nation to rife and affift them, merely becaufe 
they thmk they ate born to rule the State, and 
and are not permitted. Jo carry their fuj^lime 
purpofes into execution, . a 

L % And 
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And yet, frantic as the call was, it thrilled 
upon the ready-tuned hcart^ftrings of the conge- 
nial fpirits in this metropolis ! A fociety waa 
forthwith organized, ii\ name, in principles, ia 
purfuit, the fame with itis original, but in form 
approaching yet more nearly to the caft and 
figure of the French Aflembly. Its officers were 
almoft the fame ; the dignity and the powers 
of its Prefident were an exaft miniature likenefs; 
and, left even a ceremony fhould be wanting, 
thp fignal for profound filence, with which all 
were bound implicitly tcf comply, was tbe put- 
ting on of the Prefid^nfs bat. It had, alfo, its 
Committees, not only of accommodation and 
correfpondence, but of Conftitution and Finance^ 
and it had already, by anticipation, the fymbol 
of Republican Ireland (the fame as on the but^ 
tons of its life-guards) as a feal to authenticate 
its adls. In a word, it appears to have been not 
the mere model of what was intended, but an ac-. 
tual provifional conftitution, put together in 
frame work ; and, as if placed upoh rollers, juft 
ready to be Ihoved into the pbce of the old 
Conftitution, the very mortient its demolition 
ipould be efFefted and its ruins cleared off. 

3ut was all this ponderous machinery an expe- 
dient fuggcfted by diftreji ? Were they, who had 
projefted it, the wretched and the unfortunate ? 

Had 
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Had they eloped from Baftiles, or were they 
made defperate by confifcations ? \yere they 
liQtj on the contrary, in profitable trades, if not 
already in opulent circumftanccs ? If thole of 
them who were in genteel profeffions (and fuch 
perhaps formed a numerous part) were not in 
all inftances as eminent in their way as fome 
others, furely they could notaccufe the Govern- 
ment on that account. No a<ft of Parliament 
debarred them from taking fees either from cli- 
entjis qr patients. What^ then, made them fo very 
miferable ? We can only reply, that they were 
lick of the fame difeafe with their brethren 
at Belfaft ; they were politically hypochondriacal : 
they imagined their heads too big for the fitua- 
tion they were in, and they only wanted to pull 
down the Government and the Conftitution, 
that they might' have room to move about at 
pleafure. 

It would be impoffible to fpeak ferioufly of 
thefe planet-ftruck politicians, were it not that 
the ridicule excited by their motives is loft in in- 
dignation at the wickedncfs of their expedients. 
To efFeft a purpofe in which the height of folly, 
mingles with the height of crime, as the mon- 
key with the. tiger, in Voltaire's pidlure of his 
countrymen, they call the unharnefled vol un teers 
to rc-muftcr and re-^m ; they bafely and bar- 

baroufly 
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i>afoufly attempt to debauch the foldiery^ bc- 
•feeching them as ^^ partaking the paffions and 
*^ intereft of the people," to remember, *^ that 
*^ they were, once Citizens — thsx fedu£lion bad 
*^ made them Soldiers^ but that nature had made 
^^ them men;" and they ply the populace through- 
out the kingdom with unceafing manifeftoes, artr 
fully adapted to meet their feelings, and raifc 
their paffions to madnefs, with the hope of a 
golden age, if only a democratic Revolution 
could be once accomplilhed. 

To give force to fuch applications, it was nc- 
ceflary, if they could not explain their own dif- 
treffes, at leaft to mention fome as felt by the 
multitude ; and they make an attempt to do fo 
in the laft addrefs they ever dared to publilh^ 
This, they trufted, would remain as an inferted 
iling in the minds of the public ; and, on fuch 
an occafion, they would, of courfe, coUedt their 
whole ftore of venom. What, then, do they pro- 
duce ? What political grievances of tjie lower 
ranks do they point out as reafons why the poor 
fliould affift them in revenging their wrongs > 
Neither more nor lefs than the Game Lawsj the 
Stamp jiSiy and the Criminal Code ! Thefe three 
are the fole inflaaces of tyranny which thofp 
iharp-fighted politicians could enumerate, when, 
for once, they deemed it.neceflary to leave the 

vague 
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irague generalities of declamation, and make 
fome attempt at bating particulars* 

Was there ever a more conclufive teftimonial 
giren to the Legiflation of a Country ? Or could 
there be a naore decifive proof, that there were; 
in fa6l, no political grievance which could ht 
fpecified } and that whatever diftreffes the lower 
ranks might feel, they cotild not, by allthe acute* 
nefs of malignity, be brought home to the lav/ 
or the conftitution ? Of the inftances that ^t6 
adduced, the two firft are ridiculous. Who can 
imagine that the Game Laws abridge, even acci- 
dentally^ the comfort of a fingle cottage in the 
community? And the Stamp Tax, it is well 
known, is laid on in this country with the moft 
attentive care, left it ihould bear heavy on the 
poor. If the general equity of its principle 
needed any fanftion, it has had one lately, in be- 
ingNadopted even by the republican legiflature 
of America. 

fc . ■ 

But there was atleaft noabfurdity in bringing 
forward the Criminal Law : it lay direftly in the 
way of the gentlemen *hemfelves, and ajfForded 
an argument aj^ofite to the caufe, and in cha- 
rafter with the objcft. This, therefore, they 
dwell upon, while they did little more than men* 
tion the others*— ^* We Ihall refer," fay they, 
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*^ to a much more important fyftem, the Cri* 
" minal Code. If the lower clafles of the com^ 
*^ munity had been reprefented in Parliament 
^* when their neceffities firft urged them to in- 
^* furredlion and outrage under the denominati- 
*^ ons of White Boys and Defenders^ Parliament 
*' would have enquired into and redrefled their 
*^ grievances, inftead of making laws to punifh 
*^ them with death. The adls which are prohi- 
^^ bited by marv^ of our laws are crimes, but the 
** punifhments inflicted by thofe laws 2sz greater 
^^ crimes. The reafon of this great difproportion 
*^ is, that the rich man, is never guilty of fheep^ 
^^ ftealing, and the poor man," — (i. e. the flieep- 
flealer,* who, of courfe, was to have been fpe- 
cifically reprefented in the projedled Legiflature,) 
^* has no one to plead his caufe in the Senate." 

I have given this paflage at large, becaufe I 
conceive it to be a mafter-key to all. the myfte- 
ries of Defenderifm, and that it would of itfel£ 
account for every mifchief that has enfued. The 
authors of it muft have been confcious, that they 
could; hope for nothing from the quiet and virtu* 
ous in any rank, when they took this method o£ 
fraternizing with all the thieves, dW robbers, and 

♦ ** The fhout of whifkey" faid Mr. Grattan, once, in a 
lucid interval, " will rctarn the members of the fenate, and 
*' det^ ^-fikriiQUi reprefentation.M 

murderers 
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ftiurdercrs in the country* To all others the ar- 
gument was inapplicable j but with thefe it wai 
infallible. Circulated as it was through ^yery 
hauntof vice, the ruffian, of whatever defcription, 
would, at once, on the reading or the hearing of 
it, flart up 4 politician. The midnight vaga- 
bonds who had aflbciated to purfue fome contra-* 
band traffic. Or perpetrate fome private revenge^ 
would inftantly fee their horizon enlarged, be 
attracted by a new objeA, and begin to glow 
with enthuliaftic ardour to demolifh the Conffci- 
tution. Here villains, of every defcription, from 
the callous highwayman to the trembling pick- 
pocket, would find a combining principle, a 
common rallying point ; and would feel as for- 
cibly as any of their brethren, whether in Belfaft 
t)r Dublin, that ^^ with a Parliament thus reform^ 

^^edy EVERfTHIKG WOULD BE EASY, W/Vi&(?«/ it 

'^^NOTHiNG COULD BEDONE/'Thusenlightened^ 
they would naturally look up to their friends and 
patrons who had fo kindly fympathized with their 
grievances, and were ready to lead them on to 
liberty and happinefs ; and, in thus looking, they 
would find every principle they had learned illuf- 
trated by example. Thofe who were already in 
combination would fee a body like themfelves, 
bound together by an ambiguous oatb^ and 
Ihrouded in a veil of darknefs, through which. 
Aone but approved and atteifted brethren were 

M pennittedl 



* I 

permitted to penetrate.. And thofe who had not 
yet aflbciated could hardly fail to comply with 
the earneft exhortation already fent abroad by the 
parerit Society, entreating their countrymen to 
*^ follow their example, and iovmjimilar Soci^ 
*^ cietics in every quarter of the kingdom^ 

I how call ppon every man of common fenfe 
and common humanity to declare whether an 
addrefs of this kind, fo direftly applied to the 
worft pafllons of the worft men, was not, in every 
point of view, a^ cruel, as villainous, as infernal 
a contrivance, as ever was fuggefted by political 
depravity ;— whether this, alone, does not cx^ 
hibit thip true and real fource of that fpiritof dif- 
afFeftion and confpiracy by which the country 
has been convulfed : — and whether on the whole, 
it is not felf-evident that the Society of United 
Iriflimen has been the parent tree of Sedition 
andTreafon, and that all the. various combina- 
tions which have fliewn themfelves in different 
parts of the community are but mere fuckers 
from its rpots* 
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July 12, 1795. 

JViY readers may perhaps be furprizcd at my 
ftating fo many particulars about a Society 
which no longer appears amongft us. It is 
true, that Society is to appearance diflblved; 
and they who compofed it no longer dare to fend 
forth their manifeftoes openly and avowedly 
through the country. But it may juftly be 
feared that the difpofition and views of indi- 
viduals continue the very fame as before, ttat 
the venom inftilled into the popular mind Hill 
operates, and that, of courfe, there is as great nc- 
ceflity for providing antidotes againft this lurk- 
ing poifon at this day, as therfc was while the 
Society was in acknowledged exiftence. 

It is for this reafon that I proceed to coniider 
more particularly a part of their conduft which 
I conceive to be even more villainous than the 
attempts to feduce the foldiery, or to attach the 
ruffians of the community to their intereft. I 
mean their endeavours to perfuade all the dif- 
trefled poor throughout the kingdom that their 
poverty and wretchednefs have arifen folely from 
the prefent Government and Conftitution, and 

u z tha.t 
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that by overthrowing thefe they would obtain 
infallible relief from all their grievances at once, 

• 

•^ Do you," fay they to the lower claiTes, 
^^ find yourfelyes funk in ^poverty and wretch^ 
^^ ednefs ? Are you overloaded with fer^^;^^ which 
you find yourfelves little able to bear ? Do 
you feel many grievances which it would be 
^^ tedious, and, perhaps, unfafe to mention ? Be-r 
^^ lieve us they can all be redressed by 
^^ fuch a Reform as will give you your jujl f>rofor^ 
^^ tion of influence in the Legijlaturey and by 

^* SUCH A measure ONLY/* 

I have already had occafion to dwell fo much 
upon the obvious views of thefe men, that I an^ 
abfolutely fick of the fubjeft. I Ihall, therefore, 
leave the reader to form his own conclufions, 
from thefl:yle and manner of this addrefs refpedl- 
ing the motives of thofe from whom it pro- 
ceeded, and fhall confine myfelf to the foUpw- 
ing plain queftion. Is there any truth in the 
aflertion that the poverty and , wretchednefs 
which are to be found in this country arife from* 
the faults of the prefent Conflitution ; or might 
it be cxpefted that if thefe gentlemen had 
gained their point, they would have been ablp 
%o make good their engagements ? 

I have 
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I have already obferyed, that when it was pe- 
culiarly incumbent on them to be explicit with 
fiefpedl to grievances, they n^entioned nothing 
ipore than the Game LawSy the Stamp AB^ and 
the Criminal Code. When they named thefe only," 

• 

was it for the reafon given above, becaufe *' it 
^^ would have been tedious and perhaps unjafe to 
^^ be morp particular ?" The tedioufnefs might 
have b^en avoided by nientioriing only thofe that 
were moft intolerable. And, as to danger^ it i$ 
inconceivable that they fliould deem it hazard- 
ous to ftate particular grievances, when, at the 
ftm^ moment, they were .urging the overthrow 
of the whole Conjftitution. The only danger 
they could apprehejtid was that of attempting to 
adduce what could not be fubftantiated. And, 
in faft, what law could they poffibly have brought 
forward, the repeal of which would enable the 
cottager, at a twelvemonth's end, to purchafe 
^ new coat, or an additional blanket for his bed ? 

If the prefent Conftitution were the caufe of 
national unhappinefs, that unhappinefs would 
neceffarily extend, more or lefs, over the whole 
kingdom ; becaufe the tjchole nation being fub- 
jeft to the influence of the Conftitution, the ef- 
fedls arifing from that influence muft be as ex- 
tenlive as the caufe. But will even the effron- 
tery of fadlion aflert, that mifery appears gene- 
rally 
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rally throughout the nation ? Will any man 
who has underftanding, who has eyes, fubfcribe 
to fo Ihamel'efs a falfehood ? If inftances of dif- 
trefs exift, are they not clearly confined to fomi 
particular places, while comtnerce, manufac- 
ture, and agriculture are alrtioft every where elfe 
extending and increafing.' What follows ? 
Evidently that the diftrefs complained of arifes 
from accidental caufes, and not from the Go- 
vernment or the Conftitution. 

But it will be faid, that poverty y in fome de- 
gree or other, prevails throughout the whole 
kingdom. True. And it has prevailed in every 
kingdom and in every age. The world has con- 
tinned at leaft fix thoufand years, and no fpecific 
hasyet been difcovered for this univerfal malady. 
The Revolution has not abolilhed it in France ; 
it is only the fmallnefs of population and the 
vaft extent of territory, that prevents its growth 
in America ; and the extended commerce, the 
countlefs manufaftures, the widely difFufed com- 
fort, and five millions annually expended in^ 
ftated and occafional relief, have not aboliflied 
it in England. It is the inevitable refult of full 
population, and nothing like a radical cure has 
ever been fuggefted for it, except, perhaps, that 
propofed by Citizen Bo :— " Be of good cheer," 
fays he, "France his enough for twelve millions 

^*of 
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•* of people ; the reft of the inhabitauts muft be 
^^ put to death, and then provifions will be 
V cheap." 

If the Irifh democrats fliould not wifli to avail 

... ^ 

thepifelyes of this humane fqggeftion, (whether 
they ,\ypuld, or would not. Heaven beft knows,) I 
fhould be glad to learn how they ^yould fet about 
the abolition of povei:ty ? They would, of courfe, 
in the firft inftance, reform the Parliament; that 
is, they would eftablifli a Le^iflative Aflembly, 
chofen annually by all the males in the commu- 
nity. But this would not operate like a charm ; 
the poor man's fire would not burn more bright- 
ly, nor his meal of potatoes be a whit more fa- 
vourv, merely becaufe he had a thojifandthfliare 
in the three hundredth part of a newrs;giflature. 
His fiappinefs would ftiirdepend on what this 
new legiflature could effedl in obtaining for hin^ 
a deliverance from felt diftrejHes, and an increafe 
of aiSlual comfort. 

;.'.'■.. . 

Supppfe the Deniocratic Senate adlually^ in a 
committee of ways and means for the aboliti- 
on of poverty and wrefcbednefs. Hope would 

■ - ' . ' • 

be high-raifed in the hungry multitude, and 
Sans Culottes of every defcription would be 
preffing into the gallery, thronging every ave- 
nue with anticijpatpry trani^orts at the plenty 

which 



( 85 ) 

rally throughout the nation ? Will ; 
who Ikis uncicrftancling, who has eyes \ 
to lb Ir.amelefs a falfehood ? If inft' 
trcfs cxiit, are they not clearly co* 
p?-rticuhir places, while comfr /; 
tiirc, and agriculture are almo ;: V- 
extending and increafing//.'. ■.' 
Evidently that the diftrcfs 

■ • - 
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which was to drop from the Heavens, or hiifiSl 
through the eafth, at the Call of their wondcrfid 
reprefentatives ; while unfortunate Ariftocrata 
would be knocked on the head at every corner, 
for having fo long kept them from happinefs. 
But what would the fages do to realize the ex- 
peftation they had excited ? It is fair to plut the 
queftion ; in all their addreffes I do not recoi- 
led one lirigle intimation df any fpecific mea- 
fure : and this is the more extraordinary, as, al- 
though they might not have had liberty to a£f^ 
they had full liberty to fbinky as they pleafed/ and 
to mature their fchemes agaihft the expelled mo- 
ment of power. Would they, then, refolve at 
once to make the working clafles independent of 
labour, and give them an unlimited credit on 
the national purfe ? Or could they hope to fe- 
cure them agalnft the cafualties incident to their 
llation, by a decree agai^iftiicknefsand old.age, 
againft the uncertainty of the feafons and the 
frofts of the winter, and alfo againft all vice, and 
folly, and idlenefs ? For fo long as thefe natural 
and moral caufes operate, the working clafles 
muft inevitably be fubjeft to infinite diftrefs ; 
and the Legiflature which would efFedlually put 
an end to them muft be able to bind up frecf 
agency and new modify the laws of nature. 

Nothing is more common with half-thinking 

men 
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men than to confound the evils which arife ne- 
ceflarily out of the ftate of civil fociety, with 
thofe which fpring from a bad Government, or 
a faulty Conftitution. But to men of comn^oa 
fenfe the diftincftion will be pbvious. There are, 
and will be j in every community under heaven, 
deficiencies and inconveniencie3, burthens and 
grievances, which no lq,ws caiji reach, and which, 
of courfe, no legiflature c^n cure. Qf thefe a 
great part may be. palliated, but they caiuipt be 
er^dicat^d — Prpvidence has entailed thgni oij 
our nature* Others may upqueftionably be re- 
medied, but not by Government; they arifp 
from the mifconduft of fociety, from the wrong 
^xercife of general free agency; and it refts 
with fociety by its own voluntary exertions tp 
remove them.. 

For inftance, there is, perhaps, as much difr 
Uefs in this metropolis as in any one of the four 
provinces befides. A great de^l of this un- 
doubtedly comes within the .claft of unavoid- 
able misfortune ; but a great de?il alfo arifes ajt 
this moment from a caufe equally r.eniote from 
nature and politics, I mean the influence of 
lafhion. The whole tribe of fl:aymakers, for 
example, muft now be in extreme diflrefs, be- 
caufe the female fex have thought proper to 
thfow off their fcodice. The filk and ftufF- 

N weavers 
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weavers muft be equally wretched, from the 
pniverfal wear of linen and muilin ; the buckle- 
makers can be little lefs embarrafled from the 
general adoption of leather or Ihoe-ftrings ; an4 
the unfortunate corps of hair-dreflcrs are con- 
Jigned over to mifery and defpair, by the new 
generation of Roundheads. All thefe together 
muft make up a deplorable mafs of poverty and 
wretchednefs. But is the Government or the 
Conftitution to be blamed for this ? Or are the 
Democrats lefs blameable than any of their 
neighbours ? Do they not enter as deeply into 
the falhions of the day as the nobility themfeves ? 
And is not the ftarvation of the laft enumerated 
viAims, in particular, their own peculiar at-, 
chievement ? Were they now in power, confift- 
cncy would bind them to denounce the Grecian 
waift, the calico robe, the Ihoe-ftring, and the 
cropped head, as inftances of ineivifm, and fymp- 
toms of an anti- revolutionary temper. Perhaps 
it is to keep their extraordinary humanity in full 
prefervation for thus exercifing it as Rulers 
of a Republic^ that they do not now choofe to 
fquander it while Suije3s of a "Monarchy. 



ESSAT 



ESSAY Xit; 



July 1 6, 1796. 

JL Find myfelf unavoidably led, by the fubjecSfc 
of my laft paper, tq make a few remarks on a 
publication of the ff^ig Cluh^ which appeared 
in the Dublin Evening Pqft during the courfe of 
the laft monthi It is ftated to be a Report 
from a Committee appointed by that Society to 
enquire into the fituation of the labouring poor, 
and confifts of a lingle refolution which I copy 
verbatim from the D. E. P. of the 14th of 
June : 

^^ Refolvcd, That from the information we 
" have received from fome counties in this 
*^ kingdom, it appears that the price of labour 
*^ is not adequate to the fupport of the labour- 
*^ ing poor in thofe counties." 

Without meaning the leaftdifrefpeft either to 
the a<9ive or pajjive members of the Whig Club^ 
I cannot help obferving, that this refolution. 
Handing fingly as it does, feems to be one of the 
tooft extraordinary publications that ever ap- 
t)eared in the mody pages of auewfpaper. It 
fpeaks of information being received, upon 

N i» which 
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which it profeffes to be grounded, and yet lii its 
manner it betrays a confcioufnefs that that infor-* 
mation was infufficient^ and that it did not war- 
rant explicitnefs. It furnifhes no clue to come 
at fadls by, no hint to dire6l candid enquiry i 
and yet it contains enough to ftrengtheh difcon- 
tent, and fpread difafFeftion. In Ihort, were it 
not that its repeated appearance forbids fuch a 
fuppofition, it might moft reafonablybe imagined 
that it had been publifhed through rtiiftake, as 
it is really little more than the blank form of a 
refolution, prepared to be filled up, when par- 
ticulars fhould be afcertained, and occafion 
fllould require. 

To what rational end could fuch an abortiort 
ferve ? It is inconceivable that it fhould promote 
any one good purpofe, and it is certain that it 
may be made to aitfwer a moii pernicious one. 
It bears teftimony to the exiftence of an alledged 
grievance, which has been uniformly reforted to 
as ^n apology for fedition ; and yet the ftate- 
ment is fo ftrangely indeterminate as tor leate it 
in the power of the fomenters of diltutbance to 
apply it to their purpofe equally in every part of 
the kingdom. Thofe lurking agitators may now 
qubte the authority of the IViig Cluh, to the 
peafantry of Down, Antrim j Tyrone ^ London^ 
dcfryy juft as eafily as thofe of Long for dy Wejl^ 

meatby 
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tneatby or Rof common^ They may produce their 
lifual oracle, the Dublin Evening Pojiy and fay, 
•^ See here, the Lords and great men who are 
'^* now in Dubliny and who would fay nothing ii> 
*^ your favour, unlefs truth obliged them, ac- 
•* knowledge that you are wronged, and. abufed, 
^^ and cheated. They fay this, too, though they 
•^ know you are juft now flriving to do your- 
^^ felves juftice ; of courfe, even they cannot 
^^ deny that you are right, and, therefore, it 
^* cannot be doubted but that you'll gain your 
^^ end at laft ; you need have no fear that you'll 
•* be hanged now, whdn thefe great people own 
*^* jou have juftice on your fide." 

The lower claffes, every where, and what- 
ever their fituation may be, are eafily enough , 
perfuaded that they are ill-treated by their fu- 
periors. They have the fame paflions, but not 
the fame' reft raints, which operate in the higher 
ranks of the community. They are as felfifh, 
and as partial to theinfelves, as any of thofe 
above them, while, from ignorance, they are 
incapable of diftinguifhing between their real 
intereft, and what only tends to the momen- 
tary gratification of their vices or their follies. 
At this time (as I have more than once 
mentioned) the ftropgeft marks of Defmder- 
ifm that are to be feen any where fliew. them- 

felves 
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felves in fome of the richeft and happieA couft* 
ties, wh^re no wants cxLfl: but thofe infeparable 
from fociety. But can it be fuppofed thsit the 
turbulent there do not find fome pretexts to juf- 
tify their condu<5t, to themfelves, and to one 
another ? Can we doubt but that thofe of thcrrt 
who pay the lowefl: rent think ilill that they pay 
too much ; and that they who receive the largeflf 
wages think they ought to have more ? To fuchy 
this indefinite refolution of the fVbig Chh will 
appear juft as applicable, and, confequently, will 
be matter of as mifchievous encouragement as tof 
the moft really wretched cottagers in the pro-* 
vince of Connaught. ^, 

Let the exiftence of diftrels be ever fo incon- 
trovertible, yet if infurredion has become con-» 
nefted with it, though relief ought, as far as pof- 
fible, ftill to be afforded, it ought to be done 
with cautious hefitancy, and the moft delicate 
management. The greatefl: difhrcffes which the 
poorefl inhabitants of this kingdom are liable to 
cannot be fo bad, fo really injurious to thenl- 
felves, as an habitual fpirit of infurgehcy. But 
the flrongeft encouragement that can be given to 
fuch a fpirit is to allow the infurgents room to 
think that they have gained their point by their 
own exertions. Relief in this way, however 
equitable in every other view, inftead of confer^ 

ring 
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ring comfort, cherilhes vice and mifcry, puts 
thofe who have received it into a worfe ftate, on 
the whole, than they were in before, and makes 
provifion for everlafting outrages and depreda^ 
tions. If, then, the WbigClttbj or any other C&^, 
were ever fo fully convinced that there was dif- 
trefs in the Country, and if their eagernefs to re- 
lieve it were ever fo ardent, ftill common fenfe 
and honeft policy, and even mere mercy, would 
point out a quiet filent procedure, a fecret invef- 
tigation, a rigid abftinence from publicity, and 
(when the time Ihould be ripe for propoling the 
meafure) fuch a mode of introduAion as would 
have no tendency to connedl the idea of thofe 
Relieved. * 

It is fo wonderful that the TViig Cluh, furnilh- 
ed as it is, with grave and learned men, fhould 
.overlook, or rather aft in the moft direft con- 
jtradiftion to, thefe obvious principles, that good 
pature would be ready to attribute it to their 
want of experience as ^ charitable alTociation, 

But farther ; let the exiftence of diftrefs be 
ever fo cej-tain, it is no better than refined cruelty 
jto hold out a profpeft of f elipf, unlefs it be to- 
lerably certain that the fchenie of mercy can b^ 
realized. Does any fuch pertainty exift at pre- 
fc|it ? Or is^ there groi^i4 to believe that thofe. 

who 
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tvho arc in diftrefs could be relieved by any le- 
giflative aft? Report fays, that the prefent 
movements of the Whig Club are to pave the 
way for bringing into Parliament fome fuch 
plan for regulating the wages of day labourers 
as has been talked of in England. This may 
certainly furnifh a good topic for oppofition to 
difplay its philanthropy upon ; but, even at firft 
view, its utility appears highly queftionable, 
and its prafticability ftill more fo. It is acknow- 
ledged that it is only in fome places wher« fuch a 
meafure could be neceflary, that is, where the 
wages of labourers are unreafonably low. But 
what caufes them to be low in fuch places ? Is.it 
not chiefly the want of employment ? The price 
of labour, like that of every other marketable 
commodity, finds its own level. Where the 
work to be done requires all hands in a country, 
but no more, then the pay is at its natural me- 
dium. When it requires niore hands than 
can eafily be had, (as is the cafe in the United 
States of America,) then wages rife proportion* 
ably. When it can be done by fewer hands, as 
is the cafe in the diftrifts in queftion, the mar- 
ket of labourers beconies glutted, and the price 
falls accordingly. What, then, will a law for re- 
gulating wages avail, fo loijg as there is not fuf- 
ficient employment ? We fee now, in the far 
greater part of this kingdom, where there is 

enough 
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enough of labour, that4io fuch law is requifitc ; 
and^byparity of reafon, where there is not enough 

^ labour it will not be effe<5lual. 

». <• • • • ' • 

It may even injure inftead of ferving ; be- 

caufe it may make the little labour,, which even 

as it is keeps the cottager from ftarving, ftill 

lefs. If^ low as the wages are, the occupant of 

land| from a hope of greater profit^ turns from 

tillage to grazing, when the expence of tillage is 

increafed, by law, his motive to do fo will be ftiU 

ftrohger. The only rational profp6ft of relfe^ 

muft arife from the incre^fe of. tUlggc, which 
will remedy the evil by furhilhihg employniehtt 

And any law, however fpecious, which would 

check the progrefs of tillage, would be a curfe 

mftead of a bleffing. But were fuch alaw to be 

ena<^ed, the probability is thatit would do neither 

good nor hurt. Where moft needed it wpuld be 

leaft enforced, and the day-labourer would unite 

with his employer to elude it. The law could 

not oblige any one to employ labourers, and the 

Unfortunate peafant would prefer fix-pence, or 

even four-pence, a day, to nothing at all. 

But the only prefent refource againft this evil 
might be fought in the good fenfe and humanity 
of the employers ; and, probably, it would have 
feund a remedy in this, ere now, if the fpirit^f 

O infurgcAcy 
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hifufgoncyhadnot be^n'excjted. Bat would any 
intn in their reafoii think of raifing ^gesat tfi:^ 
call of an armed Wrtdittx ? IPhe fiifp^iiiittfr 6t 
right, infi^ch circumft^tn^es^ linQtjuJlice, isforiie- 
tiling' bfe.tter ; hism/r(yl\Whu.ipvQv\ then^'tcnds 

I . I f . . ■ •! t ••,■.» r <• » ■ » "«■ . .-•■♦ «♦ »» ^ ., -• . —J 

to promote turDulcnce, ana to put off tranquil- 
Iity, i^rheth'ent.be an Inflammatory ftateoient oT 
grieyantestrdm the United IrifhmQn,' of an indi-I 
feftV iKdefinite TanAiorn of fucH itatements from 
ih^WJIfig. Club', can ainouiit to'ndtning eJfe but 
f he enlarging and rivetting cif 'the palitmity. 

..'f\ i- ": ■ " >■ .■■•-•■' ' ■ 1 '• ; '. ..^ .'■;.: I 

• ■ . • , ■ • *> • . *■< 

But the cautious tranqaillizrrii£/pl^ wnich I 
have been recommending, would not, perhaps, 

• ■ • ^ . 4 - * ^ . w . ' « ij • • • • » k 

have anfw,eired ^ // the 6uipofcs of the JVbiz Chih^ 
It would not have ferved to furnilh ammunition 

for the exhibition of political fquibs and &y Kock- 
€ts^. with which it may be preparing, as ufual, to 
;^noy ad^iniHration and amu^fe tbepopaiace« 
t would not have been inftead of i ihow man's 
pipe and tabor to gjve notice to the mob of theit 
entertainment f^r the evening. It would not, in 
fhort, have been a fubftitute for ariy ol" thole 
fiacknied.. expedients by which pppolitions uni- 
fornjtl.y fqejc^tp obtain that degree of popularity 

which -may ferye slssl fulcrum for the/wifr that is 

•--•■'• ■■ - ••• . •• ' • 

:tf jaife the.nalelycs.to.powerr 
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.'^Ii^-tr^nquS times, wh^a'lociety tvaa ia its -ii^. 
turai.:ftste,fuch tricks and :ftt^tagem3 : iwghfi 
have be^n pardonabk, becaufe ffeey vittc Jik^Jy 
Co be flowed bfiig very fefipus confequeticesL. 
But »0iV3 ^hen doM^Fines uoJcni^B' to our fathers 
iiave put public peace a^d fafetjr in JQ^p^xdy% 
fjvhen political iD^dnef^ isj^M^ as^^pidefaic^ andj 
^hereit rifes to its height, is juft as defiru^ivCf asi 
ever the peftileivc^ was in. the CeatUries that are 
paft, and even when ainongftt).Mrfelve§thirc. are 
-alarming, fjrmptom^ .4vhieh^An.9Aly J)e,fappi)eflt 
cd by the fb-r(Stefttimp|i.todi^«4di«ftfcftHS)pet^^ 
on ot knowledge aiid. jGal^nt;, ^ v^ifdonj, m4:%k 
tuej at fuch a ri|iiej to fcatter am^guof^s '\fQJsi$ 
jamongft the vulgar, to fe^jk for a lijttj^: pp^J&Jai 
favour by appearing to«flattera falfe ^d diif^ger 
f ous miiconceptipu) to leave rpo^i^ i>y l^ity Of 
dEtatenient aad vaguenef^ ' of expi:^<3in» rfQf the 
icnemies of die country to. iafef that their, pre- 
<ni£e^ ar^ admitted, eveki by th^ whorevoltCrom 
their pradtical conclvilions, i»aiCondU<ft iR^hich 

muil eKcitd afi:Ofiiftunent in all who have undex^ 

• 

iianding^ and ought to raife tlip indignaticta: of 
^very man who has a heart* . . '^ • 

But the extravagance of the folly lies in this, 
that all will be unavailing. The well-afFe6led 
and judicious part of the community will fee 
{Uu'ough and reprobate the clumfy juggle, and the 

x> z Democrats^ 
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Democrats y who have long fhewn a fixed purpofe 
not. to be cajoled by any partial approximation, 
thrill defpifc it in their hearts. That thefe hate 
^//whodifagrec with them, can fcarcely be doubt- 
ed ; but the cream of their malice fecms to be 
kept for the Oppofitlan. They abhor thefe in 
jzrroportion to the dofenefs of refembUnce, juffi 
as the fierceft antipathies fomctimes reign be- 
tween animals of the neareft fpecies : and, moft 
probably, were a Democratic Revolution now to 
be cfFefted, thofe very gentlemen of the fVblg 
Chh would be amongft the firi): who would be 
promoted to the Guillotine or the Gibbet. It 
would not be amifs for them to keep this in 
mindj and to recolledi that though they may not 
be. quite as happy as if they were in power, and 
though this may lead them to fee things around 
them through fomewhat of a gloomy medium^ 
(as jt man who has the jaundice fees every thing 
tinged with yellow,) liill, that it might be far 
worfe with them than it is ; that it is better to be 
without places, than to be without ejlates and 
without beads ; and that (as Solomon fays) 
«« A living Dog is better than a dead Lion.'* 



ESSAY Xltl. 



ADDRESSED TO COUNTRY GENTLEMEN," 

AND OTHER PERSONS OF PROPERTY 

■ in ' . ' ' 

THE NORTH OF IRELAND. 



December t2, 1796. 

Gentlemen ! what are you doing ? Your 
country demands your ftreriuous and united ex- 
ertions. A plan for prefcrving it, alike from in- 
vaiion and InfurreAiori, by afTociating and arm- 
ing the loyal Yeomanry, has been propofed, and 
has received the approbation of every honeft 
and fenfible man. Are^ow, in your feveral dif«- 
trials, uling your beft Ikill and influence to carry 
'this fcheme into immediate and effeitual execu-' 
tion ? 

Gentlemen, if you are not aftive your ene- 
mies are. The men who wifli to overturn the 
conftitution, the defperate few who hope, by 
means of the mifled many, to Ihare amongft them^- 
felvesthe power anxi the property of the king- 
dom, are indefatigable, mufterxng their forces 
by night, difleminating their principles by day, 
at fairs and markets, on the high road and in 
the hedge alehoufe^ in the tradefaian's ihop arfd 

the 
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the peafant^s cottiigev Nq expedient cfcapcs 
them that fubtlety can fuggeft. To infpire awe 
and fecure fecrecy tEey have fealed their com- 
biriatioh with the ahufbd religion. of aja OATtf« 
To excite vulgar curiplity they affeA profound 
myfterioufnefs, and aflume fignificant words and 
iigns, un4erftood only by their fwprn aflbci- 
utes. That they may pervert the timid as well 
as the vicious, they have recourfe equally to threa- 
teningsandpromifes. And, tp attach the idle and 
the indigent, they hold out the profpeft, that if 
their deiign was once accompliihed, the wealtl^ 
^nd comfort which they reprefentas now unjuft.- 
iy monopolized by a few, would flow down^ 
«ven amongft the lowed of the people, in rich 
iind ceaielefs abui>dance« 

• ( ft t • 

Could any thing he contrived with more vil^ 

laiilous ingenuity, both to attradl the ignora^nt 

multitude in the firftinftance, and toinfure their 

..aid in every defperate meafure, to which their 

.Jeaders might wiih to diredt them ? An enthu- 

iiafm fo congenial to^very profligate and every 

fooliflipropenfity could not fail to fpread amoagft 

the lower clafles ; and a populace, adluated by 

,fuch a fjHrit, and combined by fuch principle^, 

if once ftrong enough to burft forth, would, ^s 

certainly, deftroy all iafety, and make a wrecJc 

♦f aJl property, as-a flood of Lava iiruing'fro^n 

a burning 



a tJUhimg itiountaia would be (ure to defokfd 
fhe' fiifl*6t?tidrng country. Foitti toyourfeltei 
the k!ea of luch an event ; and then ailc your 
owh tindertfendingrwliethei^, in thefe circum^ 
ftantes, your moft vahiaSIe acquifitidnsv thi 
deareft comforts *of your life/ or even your*lif(^ 
itfelf, would be worth a day's purchafe ? 






Already has'^lre mifcTilef il^rt^ froth an in-^ 
confideraljle foc?etT to ah^nftrmmed multitude^ 
It has ^otik pn 'ftora "parfflt to pariih', 'and from 
county w"'<nounty;'lffi:e'^'^ the peftilence that 
walketh' ih darkriefs ;*' and frclh^numbers bf the 
peafkntry a;fe every day catching the contagion: 
If no •ttfeftual check be providedj is it not 
felf-evident that it will advance incalculably ; 
forming ftiH a wider and^Vider fcirclfe, Until the 
malignant' principle Ihdl have diffafed itfelf 
through all the lower ranks of the community ? 
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' Grehflethen, is it poffiWe that any individual 

• ■ • • r • t 

amongft'yott fliould look with'ttocoiicerh on fo 
alarming a prd{^<*fc? Believe me, on ydu alone 
it depends to realize or defeat it. Therd is but 
<)ne infaffiWe ^xfpediehf for^coming at th^ root 
of die evil ;* anS that-Ts, by plainly proving to 

them^^nd to all whom they are labouring tb'fe^ 

• ... , 

duce, that the feople are againft them a^'well as 

the government ai^d the laws^ that all that isra- 

* ' tional. 
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tlonal, virtuous, or refpcdlable in the cemmu- 
Bity are agreed in detefting their principles^ and 
are refolved to counteract and crufh their pro- 
jedls by. a union and co-operation as firjn for the • 
prefervation, as theirs for the deHruAion, of 
property, of liberty, and of life. 

For fuch a union and co-operation the plan of 
the .affociated Yeomanry furnilhes- the faireft 
and moft . promifing opportunity. And in the 
condu6l of fuch a& have exerted themfelves 
to give it efiedt, as well as in the lignal fuccefs 
which. has attended their endeavours, I difcover 
a cheering pledge of re-eftabliihed order, of re- 
animated credit, of annihilated rebellion. 

Till now, thofe who called themfelves United 
Jri/bmen had but too much room to perfuadc 
their followers, that placemen, and penlioners, 
and writers for Government newfpapers were 
the only perfons in the country who were deci* 
.dedly againft them. *^ If the independent men,** 
they might lay *^ and the refpedlable Yeoman- 
'^ ry of Ireland, were difpofed torefift us, they 
*.^ would learn, from our example, to unite with 
" one another to countera<5l our plans ; they do 
** no fuch thing; they fufFer ni to proceed with- 
*• outalmoft the fhadow of efficient oppofition. 
*; They, of courfe, wiflius fuccefs, or they arc 

^* neutral. 
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*^ neutral, or they think oppofition fruitlefs. Iri 
*^ either cafe we have little to fear; the Military 
^^ or Militia may march againft us becaufe they 
•* are corpmanded ; but if the reft of the com- 
•^ munity fcie our friends, or, at worft, mere look- 
^* ers on, the conflidl will be Inort, and our vic- 
<^ tory certain." Such, afluredly, have been 
their ftatements, and when the peafant and day- 
labourer, on whom they were urged, neither faw 
ribr heard any thing t6 contradi<?t them, could 
they helitate to become partners in fo prdmif- 
ing an undertaking, fo irreiiftible an enterprize ? 

But in proportion ^s the yedmatiry aflbciations 
cMend, the deception will vanifli. The dema- 
gogues will fee, that the conftitutional fpirit of 
the country was not dead, as they had fondly 
deemed ; but that it only flumbefed, and that 
their infolcncc hath awoke it* Bodies of gentry 
and yeomanry voluntarily formed for the de- 
fence of the Conftitution and the Laws, as well 
Againft &6iious infurgents as foreign invaders, 
will fpeak a language which the duUeft mull 
comprehend, and the moft obftinate l)e un- 
able to refute. Already they have fhewn how 
fully they feel its force by the threats and execra- 
tions with which their publications teem. And 
on their own principles they are right. In the 
te-invigoratcd circulation of conftitutional fen- 

P timentSj 
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timents, and the rc-kindled ardour o( Idyal • 
feelings, which this fafe and falutary fraterniza- 
tion will extend through the cpuntry, they an- 
ticipate the fure decay of their own delufive in- 
fluence, and in the clang of arms, taken up at 
once fpontaneoufly and loyally, they hear the 
knell of their high-fed hopes. If the under- 
taking needed a teftimonial, their reprobation of 
it would be a decifive proof of its value and 
utility. 

Yes^ I repeat it ; to thofe fpirited and judici- 
ous men who have come forward in this equal 
exercife of patriotifm and humanity, the country 
will, in all human probability, be indebted for 
its fafety, and, perhaps, for its exiftence. But 
what fliall we fay of thofe who ftill ftand aloof 
and do nothing, though they acknowledge the 
wifdom of the meafure, and the prelfing exigence 
of the occafion ; and though they are retrained 
by no one difficulty which thofe who are now 
moft fuccefsful did not feel at the beginning ? 

But, inftead of cenfuring, I fliall expoftulatc- 
I afk you, then, who are indolent, while others 
ground you are aftive, whether the prefent fitu- 
ation of the country (the internal dangers of 
which are at this moment aggravated by the 
threats.of inyafion) does not demand the exertions 

of 
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of all its well difpofed inhabitants ? If itdoes^ what 
would be the confequence if all perfons of pro- 
perty followed your example ? Could you con- 
ceive a more infallible method of deftroy ing them- 
felves and the community ? Grant even that there 
ihould be no invafion, that yoU had nothing to 
apprehend except from fa^ion at home ; ftill, if 
you fit inadlive by your fire-fides, while the mal- 
contents are bufied in difleminating their princi- 
ples, and maturing their plans^ what can you look 
for but their infallible fuccefs, and your own in- 
evitable ruin ? Look impartially at the confe- 
quences of fuch a conduft, and fee whether you 
can vindicate it for one moment at the tribunal 
of your reafon and your confcience ? 

Are you reftrained hy fear y by the apprehen- 
fions of injury to your properties or your per- 
fons ? Think, I pray you, on the folly of yield- 
ing to this unworthy principle. If you are afraid 
now, what will become of you hereafter ? Con- 
fine not your view to the dangers of the prefent 
moment, when fo much greater dangers may be 
rapidly approaching. Refiftance to popular vio- 
lence mufl: always be J^ttendcd with fome rilk ; but 
the longer the evil is winked at, it muft ftill ac- 
quire greater ftrength, and oppofition to it be, of 
courfc, attended with ftill greater hazard. Is it 
not then the height of madnefs^ by pufillanimous 
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forbearance, to nurfe the infant fcdition into an 
irrcliftible ftrength, of which j^w, no lefs than 
your neighbours, muft be the helpUfs viftims ? 

Strange as at firft view it may appear to yoii^ 
I hefitate not to affert, that the greater you con-? 
ceive your prefent danger to be, the more pref- 
fing neceffity is there for your facing it at once, 
Becaufe, the greater malevolence your enemicsi 
difcover now^ the more certain you are of your 
own ruin, if, by your timidity, you fuffer them to 
gain a power of injuring you equal to their will. 
You now fear your houfe being broke, or your 
barn, or flable, or turf-ftack, or hay -Hack be- 
ing burnt, and therefore you'll do nothing. Dq 
you not fee that by tl^is nieans you tell them, in 
the plaineft terms, " you are the ftrongeft, an4 
*^ you may do as you pleafe ?" But by thus fur- 
rendering at difcretion, are you fafe ? Will houfe- 
breakers and houfe-burncrs, when once in the ple- 
nitude of power, fuffer you to live undifturbed in 
return for your neutrality ? Will not even they 
defpife you for your cowardice, while they will 
hate you for what they know you wifh to do if 
you had dared ; and will they not, of courfc, deal. 
out as hard meafur^'to you as toAe moft active 
of your neighbours ? Think whether the rer 
prieve of a few weeks, which you now fo meanly 

pufchafc, ' 
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ourchafe, will be then very fubftantial confola- 
tion. 

You have, perhaps, received threatening let- 
ters, telling you of thp vengeance which awaits you 
if you proceed in the performance of your duty. 
Prove that youdefpife them, and, ten to one, you 
will receive no more of them. Liften to them, 
fliew by your condudt that they have had their 
^fFeft, and, in all probability, you will next be 
told, that if you do not leave a fum of money 
under a certain ftone, or if you don't deliver up 
your arms, without aflcing queftions, to a certain 
perfon who will come to a fixed place by night to 
receive them, or, perhaps, if you do not take the 
United Irilhman's Oath, or a hundred other fuch 
things (for there need be no end to them, if you 
^encourage them by your fear,) your houfe will be 
burnt and your ftock deftroyed. Is it not, then, 
infinitely better, even on the ground of pre- 
sent fafety, to aft at once a manly and decided 
part ? By doing fo you will animate the well-dif- 
pofed arQundypu,(who may probably at this mo- 
inent be only waiting for your call,) you will fix 
the wavering, and you will difliearten your ene- 
mies. When you have thus prepared yourfelves 
to aft in concert, and the malcontents fee a pha* 
Janx formed againft them, reft aflured they will 
^rink from the conflift ; mdjour perfons and 

properties 
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properties will probably be the fafeft in the coun- 
try. The experience of all ages has proved that 
in limes of danger the chances are infinitely in 
favour of the refolute and the undaunted. 

But even in the moft zealous efforts you will 
be liable to fail, if you do not proceed with 
judgement as well as activity. The feeds of the 
mifchief lie in the viinds of the lower claffes, and 
you muft work upon their reafonor you will ftrive 
,to little purpofe. It is not enough that you ride 
haftily through your tenantry, pr the tenantry of 
the perfon for whom you are in charge, and tell 
them, " On fuch a day you mufl: all come to me 
^' and take the oath of allegiance.** No ; you 
muft talk to them calmly, liear their objections 
with patience, and, in plain and difpaflionate lan- 
guage, lliew them t?he intereft they have in the 
maintenance of public order and that regular ad^ 
miniftration of juftice by which the meaneft and 
the loweft are prote6led as well as the richeft and 
thegreateft, and prefsupon them the wickednefs 
and the madnefs of deftroying trade, flopping the 
courfe of induftry, and letting loofe violence, and 
rapine, and murder ; all which you may eafily 
prove to them muft inevitably arife from a fuc- 
cefsful invafion from abroad, or from the afcen- 
dcncy of houfe-breakers, and houfe- burners, and 
midnight affaflins at home. 

T© 
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To fuch views no honeft ipan will long be fn- 
fenfible. The oath of allegiance, taken in con- 
fequence ofbeing convinced of fuch truths, will 
be the proper and natural antidote againft the 
poifon couched in the infidious oath of the 
United Jrijbmen. And by thus confirming the 
tie by which all good fubjefts are bound to the 
King and the Laws, and uniting them to each 
other in a mutual league for their own and their 
country's protedlion, you will give a new energy 
to the body politic, before which every at- 
tempt, whether of fedition or invafion, willijc 
abalhed and difcomfited. 

Gentlemen, I congratulate the country that 
this good work is well and happily begun. In 
the name of God, let it not ftagnate with any 
one of you. Any force will fufRce to plunder and 
enflave you, while you remain indolent, infulated 
individuals ; adlive and united you may bid de- 
fiance to the world. Refift not, then, for one day 
longer, the imperious call of honour, of intereft, 
of humanity, of religion. Hefitate not to deter- 
mine whether you will be the ^r^;^^r^ of all 
you value, and all you love ; or the betrayers of 
every truft that Providence has committc;d to 
you, as huibancjs, as fathers^ and as rational 
beings. 

ESSAY 
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ADDRESSED 



TO 



THE UNITED IRISHMEN 

IN 

THE PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 

January 6, 1 797* 

x\T this awful moment, when an enemy's fleet 
is hovering about our coafls, hoping to carry fire^ 
and fword^ and devaftation through this hitherta 
peaceful country, is it poflible that any per- 
fons fliould be cold and unconcerned ? Or, 
worfe ftill, is it poflible that any fliould be 
difaffecfted and ill-difpofed, flattered with the 
profpedl that, in the general confufion, a revo- 
lution might be brought about, and the Confli* 
tution be new modelled according to the wiflies 
of the United Iri/bmenf 

Whoever you are that harbour fuch a thought, 
and who, in that expeftation, wifli the French ta 
come, or intend, if they were here, not to refill 
them, I tell you, you are purfuing an infernal 
Will-o'-the-whifp, into a gulph without a bot- 
tom. You may delude yourfelves with ten 
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thoufand fancies, but if you think to gain any 
one objed: from the French fucceeding in their 
plan of invafion, except defolation and mifery 
to your country and to yourfelves, (mifery of 
which neither you nor your children, nor, per- 
haps, your children's children, might fee the 
end,) you are the moft infatuated niortals on the 
face of God's earth. 

Siippofe, for a moment, that what your lead^ 
ers tell you of the grievances you fuffer, were 
true ; ftill, could you perfuade yourfelves that 
you would find a remedy for thofe grievances in 
the introdudlion of an army of foreign invaders ? 
Such a6ls of madnefs have been committed; but 
what followed ? Hiftory will tell you that, in 
the firft inftance defolated by wars, which raged 
on till they went out like a fire for want of fuel, 
and, in the end, the foreigners became matters of 
the foil, and made " hewers of wood and draw- 
** ers of water" of thofe who had let them in* 

iriflimen ! have you forgot the annals of your 
own country, the fl:ories of old times, withwhich^ 
when you were in a happier temper of mind, you 
ufed to amufc one another at the winter fire-fide ? 
Would you, now, with your eyes open, put your- 
felves ift the fl:ate in which your forefathers were, 
when, from their quarrels amongft themfelves, 
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the Danes got into the country^ and became the 
lords and maflers of the natives ? Do you thinlc 
that human nature is not the fame now that if: 
was then ; and that the French, if pncc let is 
amongfb you, with arms in their hands, and in s 
ilate to give law, would not be juil as infolent 
and overbearing to j/ou^ as the Danifh ibidiers 
were to your anceftors ? But, let them do as they 
pleafed, you would be at their mercy. All your 
-refource would be to fend a pitiful deputation ta 
the French affembly to implore compaffion, and 
.wait, in tremb]ing fufpence, till it ihould decide 
upon your fate. Such, at this inftant, is the de^ 
graded condition of the Netherlands and of Hdl- 
land..* .Would you, then, ye deluded Irifti, if it 
were in your power, add yourfelves, as one more, 
to the enflaved dependents of thofc headftrong, 
haughty demagogues ? Would you, I fay, part 
at once with your fuccefsful induftry, your high- 
road fecuriry, your fire-fide comforts, your real 
independence, to be, for once, in the honey- 
moon of your new alliance, greeted with a fraj- 
ternal embrace, and have your meflengers ad^ 
mi t ted to the honours of the fitting ? 

* And fuch, at this inftant, (Sept, 29, 1798,) is the con- 
dition of the ill-fated Switzerland, over whofe miferics the* 
good L abater has jull poured forth his pathetic and heart-r 
rending complaint. 

But 
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But' the cofnfott i^f^it, aftciT aH, the doom 
of your country is not in jour power, and that, 
as matters aftually ftand, this" horrid profpeft is 
•but a frightful dream. Neither you, nor the 
French^ to Mp yOu^ w^tcld be able, by your ut- 
moft united efFotts, to produce more in the po- 
litical ftate of. this kingdom than a fhort-lived 
difturbance. You may, if you wiH, lie down 
flat, and let the flood of invafibri roll over your 
fluggifli bodies into the midft of this rich and 
^ourifhing province : or, ftill more loft to fenfe, 
you may yourfelves flrart up, and help ori the 
iiavock by frantic infurpe<5liort. 6Ut you will 
iend you career in difappointment and*the gibbet. 
You may injure, deeply injure, the Credit^ and 
the conifort of your country. But flatter your- 
felves as you may with the deluflon of an Irifli 
Republic, the Irijh Conftitutional Monarchy will 
be more than a match for you ajtL 

Before you can abolifli thi«, you muft fink 
Great Britain in the ocean, or you muft Ihove 
Ireland off its rocky foundations, and fail it down 
to the French coaft, or out halfway to America. 
Placed as you are by the hand of Omnipotence^ 
you may work yourfelves into convulfive ftrug- 
gles; but the chain that binds this country to 
its true intereft is the chain of Nature ; you can- 
not xiiflolve it. 
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What have you to oppofe to the wealth of 
that country, the merchants of whofe metropo- 
lis fo Ihortly ago came forward with a loan of 
Eighteen Millions, and an offer gf as many 
more ; and a lingle fea-port of wMph, (Liver- 
pool^) as a proof of what might be done on an 
emergency, offered Nine Millions ? What have 
you to oppofe to that Navy which for a century, 
has rode triumphant on the ocean; to whofe 
power, at this day, hoftile fleets have ftruck 
without firing a gun, and to whofe extenfion 
you can place no barrier ? What have you to 
oppofe to that fervency of Union with which 
every true Britifli heart among its mafs of inha- 
bitants would leap forth in concert with their 
King and Government to affift the loyalty of 
Ireland?'*^ 

Yes, the loyalty of Ireland. Do you imagine 
the loyal men are few or impotent, or that, if 
even they flood unaided, ydu would be able to 
crufti them at your will ? Drop, for a moment 
your felf-flattering prefumption, and fee with 

* How glorioufly has the confidence here expreflfed bceq 
realized in the magnanimity of thofe gallant regiments of 
Englifh Militia who have fo nobly facrificed their fafety 
and comfort to affift this Country in the hour of peril, an4 
who, in conjundion with our own native loyalty, form at this 
moment the impregnable bulwark of Irdandt 
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your own eyes who your opponents are. They 
are thj^whole landed intereft of Ireland ; nine- 
ty-nine out of an hundred of thofe who poflefs 
property of one hundred pounds a year and up- 
wards. They are the mercantile intereft of 
Ireland, with a few defpicable exceptjons, of 
men, not merchants in reality, but mere af- 
fumers of the name. Xhey are the refpedlable 
inhabitants of the metropolis almoft to a man ; 
gentlemen, merchants, men in profeffions or in 
trade, all, not 'only refolute m the common 
caufe, but actually arming; the very youth of 
the Univerfity forfaking, for a time, their peace- 
ful ftudies, and forming themfdves under their 
own tutors into a military corps' for the defence 
of their country. They are the humane, the 
rational, the well-principled, the lovers of fafety 
and domeftic comfort, in a word, the men of 
common fenfe in every part of the kingdom, 
who, let their lefler differences, religious or po- 
litical, be what they may, know and feel that 
the exiftence of every thing they hold dear upon 
earth depends on the repelling of -invafion from 
abroad, and the cruiliing of treafon at home. 

And thefe, backed by an army of military an4 
militia, fuch as Ireland never before could boaft 
of, and who have already fliewn an ardour to at- 
tj^ck the enemies of their country which cuts up 
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fay the roots every hope you might have har-* 
boured of their difafFedlion to tlie Conftitution ;: 
by a body of armed yeomanry, hbrfe^ and foot^ 
already not lefs than forty thoufand, fpreading 
at this momentjr in fpite of all the efforts of the 
Demagogues, into places lately the moft adverfif 
to the meafure, and certain to fpread to an ex« 
tent greater even than that of their genuine 
predeceflbrs, the Volunteers of ^ig-^^-Tw^?; and^ 
let me add once more, backed by the wealth, tha 
power, the unanimity of the British Empire* 

I afk again, what have you to oppofe to all thi t 
force^ which needs only the preffure of the occa^i 
fion to bring it into united action ? Will you fet 
againft it the wijdom or \h.tfpirit of thofe leaders 
by whofc; unceafing exhortations you have been 
enlightened into difcontent, and made frantic 
with the hope of you know not what? Do you 
even know who they arc ? Could you fix up6n 
the perfons who fit in the dark centre of yoxxt 
combination, and regulate its myfl:erie5 and iti 
movements ? They have fent amongft you fongs> 
toafts, creeds, conftitutions, all kinds of papers, 
to induce you to flrart up and fight for them ; 
but have they let you fee themf elves ? No ; while 
they wifh you to run your necks into an halter, 
to ferve their infernal views, they themfelves 
ikyxVp^ behind ; fo that, if the game fhoUld, ia 
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the end, go againft them, they may efcape to 
France or America, and leave you, whom they 
have deluded, to be the facrifice.* Would you, 
then, commit yourfelves to thefe invifible cham- 
pions, and embark on their blind affurances in 
deftroying the peace and fafety of your country 
firft, and being hanged for it afterwards ? 

Do you truft to France for permanent aid 
againft the mafs of power that would be oppofed 
to you ? If you do, you are your own deceivers 
and betrayers. Can you fuppofe that the Allies 
of the abfolute Monarchy of Spain would trou- 
ble themfelves for a moment what Government 
you had, except fo far as they could make you the 
inftruments of their own ambitious purpofes ? I 
tell you it is not to ferve jyow but to injure Great 
Britain that they would come hither; and^ their 
one objeft would be to fet you all a going in the 
blefled work of butchering one another, and 
then leave you to your fate. 

If you have the fmalleft doubt whether their 
prefent attempt is any thing more than a laft def- 
perate effort to fplit that Empire with which 
they feel themfelves unable to cope^ or if you 

* Has not this been realized, almpft to the letter, in the fvh- 
miffioii of fo many of the leaders of the confpiracy, and in 
the confeflions of M^Ne^irt, Emmet, and O'Connor? 
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think that they haxc any wifh to fliare halppin=eft 
with you, read their own account of the precious 
bleflings they have to impart. I will give it to 
you in their own words, as they Hand in a mef* 
fa^e fent from their Directory to their Council 
of .Five Hundred on the loth of the laft month; 
It has been publilhed in all the newfpapers, and 
I folemnly aflure you every fyllable of it is their 
own- 

** The multiplied wants of the Republic call 
^^ imperioufly upon you to difplay and employ 
^* all her refources. Every branch of the public 
** fervice experiences the utmoft diftrefs. The 
^^ defenders of the country fuffer all the horrors 
*^ of nakednefs. The hofpitals are in want of 
*^ fuel, medicines, and all other neceflaries. The 
^* public alms and workhoufes experience the . 
*^ fame want ; and for this caufe they rejedl the 
** needy and infirm citizens, who ufually found 
*^ an afylum in them. The public roads are im* 
*^ paflable, and the communications interrupted. 
" From one end of the Republic to the other 
^^ the Judges and Adminiftrators are reduced to 
'^ the dreadful dilemma, either to expofe them- 
" felves and their families to the utmoft mifery, 
'* or to fell themfelves to intriguers. Murder 
^^ and aflaffination. are organized in manyplaces, 
" and the adminiftration of police, 'without ac- 
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'^ tivity and without force, is unable to check 
^^ thefe diforders." 

/ 
Gracious heaven ! is this the happinefs of Re- 
publican France, and are thefe the Allies from 
whom you have been taught to expedl an abfo- 
lute heaven upon earth ? Ufe your reafoh, my 
deluded countrymen, and compare the Hate of 
things at home with this melancholy pidlure 
which your friends in France have drawn of 
themfelves with their own hand. They, by their 
own account are funk into the loweft wretched- 
nefs ; you are riling more rapidly in all the re- 
quilites of national comfort than any other na- 
tion in Europe. You may crack your brains, or 
brake your hearts becaufe you cannot alter the 
laws with a wifb^ or becaufe you fay rent inftead 
of recewing it, or, indeed, with equal reafon, be-- 
caufe you have not the ftrength of Lions or the 
fwiftnefs of Eagles ; but go to a furer ftandard 
than your own mifguided fancy. ^ Look back 
upon the circumftances of your own neighbour- 
hood twenty years ago. How many of you were 
then poorly lodged and clothed, and backward 
in the world, who are now warm and indepen- 
dent, and money making ? Look only at a 
market, or a fair, and fee the ftriking difference 
in the very drefs of the people then and now. 
Caft your eyes around ; fee how mafiy fnug and 
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comfortable houfes have arifen on evefy Iiafid- 
Perhaps, all circumftances confidered, there is 
not a country in the world which has advanced 
within the laft hundred years as this country 
has done during the laft twenty. Would you^ 
tlien, if you were left to your own choice, ex- 
change the real advantages you enjoy, and the 
incalculable increafe of them to which you may 
fairly look forward, for that mifery and poverty 
which the Governors of the French Republic 
themfelves confefs to be the portion of their r^- 
ge?ierated country ? 

Why are not you more rich and more com- 
fortable to-day than you aftually are ? It is 
chiefly from this caufe, becaufe your Country 
was formerly wafted by war. For the laft hun- 
dred years you have been more free from this 
fcourge than any other Nation in the World ; 
and during that time you have been rifing with 
increafing growth from the defolation of for- 
mer ages. The Empire with which you were 
connedled has been at war again and again. 
But you heard not the roar of battle; your 
peaceful fields were unpolluted with blood. 
Sheltered by a defence, to which you merely 
contributed, but with the fupport of which you 
were not burthened, (the Briti/b liavy^) you fat 
tranquil and fecure while Europe has ftook 
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with repeated hurricanes ; but which were fof- 
tened to a murmur before they reached your 
ear. Are you, then, tired of this invaluable 
exemption, and do you wifh to be driven back * 
in the courfe of a few months to a ftate which 
it will take another century to repair, or, more 
probably, may never be repaired ? If this be in- 
deed your wifh, if you prefer wretchednefs and 
beggary to rapidly increafing comfort, you 
have taken the true means to accomplifli your 
objedl ; by encouraging a foreign enemy to 
take advantage of your frantic divifions ; and 
you will feal your doom by now fitting ft ill, and 
letting that enemy get footing in your country, 

Irifhmen of the North, who call yourfelves 
unitedy but who have, in truth, con/pired againft 
your own true intereft, your Country, and your 
God, Heaven has been kinder to you than you 
have been to yourfelves. The winds, which have 
difperfed the feet that hoped to furprize this 
country by the fuddennefs of its attack, have left 
you an happy interval for refledlion and repent- 
ance. Seize, then, this valuable opportunity; 
caft from you, with honeft fcorn, the wild ex- 
pedla^tions you have been taught to entertain ; 
and brepjc ^t ORcp through the villainous en- 
gagements which ^t this moment of peril would 
make y pu iLbe betrayers of Ireland, Spejik out, 
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fay, fwcar, (for honeft men will fwcar what they 
fay,) that you are ready to repel the foe at the 
hazard of your lives. Thus may you yet de- 
ferve well of your country. Your return to 
reafon will fave the labour and the bloodfhed 
of refinance. For the enemy need not be 
taught, that they might as eafily cut a way 
through the centre of the folid earth to get at 
the other fide of the globe, as penetrate into 
Ireland through the rampart of a unanimous 
people. 



ESSAY XV. 



ADDRESSED 

TO 

THE UNITED IRISHMEN 

IN AND ABOUT BBLTAftT 

"WHO JOINED IN THE LATE RESOLUTIONS. 
Feb. I, 1797. 

JL HE alarm for the fafety of the country hav- 
ing, for the prefent, fubfided, it is impofliblc not 
to pay fome attention to your particular conduit 
at the moment of agitation. When the fate of 
Ireland feemed to tremble in the balance^ and 
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every honeft mind was on the ftretch to avert 
the impending horrors, you, too, came forward. 
But for what purpofe ? Was it to lay down your 
jealoufies and difcontents at the altar of national 
fafety, and join heart and hand in the meafures 
taken for the common defence ? No, but it was 
to countera<5l: the efforts of your better difpofed 
neighbours, and to turn the public occafion 
which their honeft zeal afforded you,* into an 
opportunity of infulting Government by a pro- 
pofal in the very teeth of the laws, and of adding 
frefh fuel to that flame which your own arts had 
kindled in the bofom of the community, 

I will not afTert, what has beea fo long fuf- 
pedled, that you yourfelves were the inviters of 

* A meeting of the inhabitants of Belfast, held on the 
31ft of December, 1796, is here alluded to. It had been con^ 
vened by the loyal gentlemen of that place, in order to adopt 
a plan of conftitutional defence againft the then impending 
invafion, but the difaffeded (who were cafily able to obtain a 
majority of perfons called Inhabitants) perverted it to their 
ufual purpofes of counterafting Government, and inflaming the 
public mind. The meeting, of courfe, ended in a ftring of in- 
fidious refolutions, one of which was, that " they were ready, 
*' if permitted by Government, to arm in like manner as the 
Volunteers ;** that is, they were ready to take arms if they were 
allowed to do fo, without any oath of allegiance, or any obli- 
gation to military obedience, and in dlreS <vtolation of the 
provifidns rf the Yeomanry ad paffed a month or two before. 

inva- 
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invalion and the fworn allies of the foe. But if 
you were, how could you have afted more fully 
up to the charadler ? Cautious as you have ever 
ihewn yourfelves, meafuring your every word 
by the letter of the law, that you might efFeft the 
purpofes, without incurring the penalties, of fedi- 
tion, you would not, at the moft critical mo- 
ment of your career, have made the falfe ftep of 
premature difcovery. IJad you lighted the bea-: 
cons of infurreftion before the invaders were 
even fure of landing, you would inftantly have 
blafted their projedls and your own hopes. Your 
firft rebellious movement would have called 
forth a force againft you, which as yet you 
could have had no profpedl of refilling; and 
before jWr foreign friends could have come to 
your aid, you would have been the victims of 
your own temerity. 

What, then, could you have done but what you 
aftually did ? You fhewed your followers that 
you were neither indolent nor wavering ; that 
you were on the watch to feize every advantage 
offered you by the moment, and were ready to 
go all lengths for the accomplifhment of your 
objeft. Should any of them have been embar- 
raffed with remaining fcruples, you took a me- 
thod of fettling their minds which Machiavel 
himfelf could not have outdone. An offer of 

arming 
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arming on terms which you knew beforehand to 
be inadmiffible, was a mafter-piece of crooked 
policy for perfuading your adherents that, being 
refufed the means of felf-proteftion by Govern- 
ment, they were free, in all confcience, to do 
what they could for themfelves, and, of courfe, 
to form a jundlion with the invading army. 

It might be wilhed, for the credit ofhuman na- 
ture, that your conduift could beafcribedtofome 
principle fliort of fyftematic treachery. But is 
there a fingle circumftance to turn the fcale of 
opinion even thus much in your favour ? Is there, 
in the language you have ufed, one trait of can- 
dour, or the flighteft mark of lioneft, though 
mifguided, minds ? Is it not, on the contrary, a 
clumfy effort of diflimulation, deteftable for its 
intention and contemptible for its execution ? 

Yoa. have aflerted *^ that a determination 
^^ firmly manifefled on the part of Govern- 
^^ ment,'* to gratify the popular delire *^ would 
^* conciliate the afFedlion of the people whofe 
'^ wilh is Reform aloneJ^ In your mouths what 
is this but the vileft prevarication; a defpica- 
ble playing on the word Reform j which, from its 
loofen^fs of meaning, may be applied to any thing 
from an 06lennial Bill up to an abfolute Demo- 
cracy ? You know, in your hearts, that nothing 

con- 
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- confiftent with the exijience of the Conftitution 
would conciliate you. As United Irilhmen you' 
Hand pledged not to reft fatisfied with any thing 
Ihort of annual ele^ions, every man a voter ^ and 
every man capable of being elected. You may call ' 
this Reform^ if you will; but you would be 
amongft the firft fools in the Univerfe if you 
were not aware that a ftab through the heart 
could not be more fatal to a living animal, than 
fuch a Reform would be to the prefent Conftitu- 
tion. And we ihould be ftill greater fools if, 
after reading your various publications, we did 
not fee that your certainty of its being thus fatal 
to the Conftitution is the fole caufe of your 
unabating eagernefs in purfuing it. 

On the late occafion, however, you did not 
deem it to your purpofe to go beyond an indirect 
intimation of what joz^ meant by Reform. You 
wiihed to make as large a mufter as you could ; 
and you were aware that fome woiild join you 
in a general wifh, who were not yet fufficiently 
enlightened to adopt your particular definition. 

But do you fuppofe that any who are ac- 
quainted with your pra<5lices will not fee through 
this defpicable artifice ? Will you perfuade us 
that you have had no hand in publifhing, and 
difperfing amongft your fraternity, thofe books 

of 
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of Democratic Songs, '•'^ which inciilcltt, by » 
every mode of addrefs to the imagination and 
the paffions, that hereditary legiflators (fuch ad 
our King and Houfe of Peers) are hereditary 
abfurdities and curfes; that the happinefs of 
mankind depends on the abolition of kings, and 
priefts, and thrones, and titles ; that the French 
are the great benefaAors df the human race i 
and that, from their affiftance alone> Libertjv 
and the rcftoration of the Rights of Man, are 
to be expefted ? I ftate nothing from hearfay ; 
I have had the execrable volumes in my hands, 
and faw in fome of them, with honeft indigna- 
tion, talents, which might have been ufefuUy 
employed, proftituted to the moft infernal pur- 
pofes. Is there one of you who does not know" 
the books I allude to ? What, then, muft be your 
hardened effrontery, after having, as you hoped, 
fufficiently pofleffed your own fworn aflbciates 
with your real principles, to attempt, by merely 
flipping them afide like a dark lantern underan 
aflaffin's cloke, and putting on the mafk of am- 
biguity, to pafs yourfelves off for moderate rc- 
fbrmifts and friends to the Conflitution ! 

Will you dare to difown the publications 1 re-^ 
ffer to, and call for thofe direft proofs of their 

♦ Paddys Re/ourcft-^Tie Irtjh Harf tuned f» Libert/, 
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being yours which yout fubtlety has made It ittl-* 
practicable to obtain ? Then I take you on thd 
ground of an arowed declaration, in which, at i 
moment when the phrenzy of your zeal over- 
J)owered your difcrction, you difclofed to us the 
whole exteilt of your views. It deeply concerns 
all who have nbt a tafte for rapine and maflacre 
to pay attention to this, for never before was the 
real objedl of fuch diflurbers of fociety a's your- 
felves fo exquifitely developed. " In foiirwords'* 
fay you, ^* lies all our power, wiiverfal emanci^ 
*^ paiion and reprefentaiive hgijlature^ and yet 
*' we are affured that, on the privot of this 
•' principle, ^ Corwention^ lefs^ a Society^ lefsftillj 
*^ a SINGLE MAN, would be able iirft to moTe> 
^^ and then to raife the world I" 

. The expreffions fcarcely require a comment- 
They Ihew, at once, both your object: and your 
motives with a ftrength which no colouring 
could heighten. Your wifii is, that the majority 
told by the head fliQuld eledl the legiflature in 
fuch a manner as to fecure a conftant, inevitable^ 
popular controul. And you defire this, becaufc 
you think, that if the populace could only con- 
troul the legiflature, you would be fure of lead- 
ing the populace, and, of courfe, be poflefled of 
unlimited political power. Such, if we can 
give credit to your own words, is the fecret 
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fpring of your pretended patriotifin. ^^ On the 
privotof this principle" you fay, (that is by 
means of your plan of r^orw,) ^^ a Convention** 
^the thing, were you once in power, you coul<} 
i:all at any time,) ^^ lefs, a Society" (yourfelves 
the thing you a<5lually are) -^^ lefs ftill, a fingle 
xiian" (any ajftive citizen who might happen to 
catch the ear of the piob ; the gloomy fpirit 
•whole pen was ufed on the occafion, doubtlefs, 
had himfelf in view^) ^^ would be able fir ft to 
pioye, and then to raife the world ;" i. e. in the 
loweft fenfe of the words, might do whatever you, 
or any of you who ruled for the hour, might 
wifh, with law or government, with perfons ox 
property, with individuals or the community. 

This is not Republicanifm j it is not mere 
Democracy ; but it is the high delirium of the 
very fever of Anarchy, It is what thofe dif- 
graces of human nature, Cbahty Dantariy Marat^ 
jor the wretch Roheffierre himfelf, never had 
the audacity to utter. It is a deliberate pre- 
ference of the greateft curfe that can befal fo- 
ciety, for the fake of its moft deplorable con- 
.fequcnces. 

Grood God ! what the originators of French 
democracy now look back upon with horror, 
you, from the very luft of power, the devil-like 
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p.mbition of ruling in hell, rather than obeying 
in heaven, have looked forward to with raptu^- 
Tous delight ! In pourtraying the vifions of your 
perturbed fancy, you have even marked the pro- 
grefs which the revolutionary Demon traced for 
Jiis blood-ftained Bacchanals, in that devoted 
i:ountry, amid the ruins of human happinefg. 
There '^ a Coiw^tion^ put down the monarchy 
^nd the conftitution; *^ a Society* (the Jacobin 
club) rofe above the Convention ; and laft *^ a 
Jingle man* ruled tht Jacobins, the Convention, 
the Nation. And all ^^ on the pivot" of your 
very ^* principle," Univerfal Emancipation and 
Reprefentative Legi/laiure\ a principle which 
France even already, with her eyes but half 
open from her fanguinary debauch, has re- 
nounced and reprobated as h^r peft and Jier 
difgrace.1^ 

With fuch 4 bewitching profpeA in your 
view ; frantic already with the certainty that, by 
the completion of your plan, each of you would 
\>t forthwith transformed into a political Arcbh^ 
medesj moving eyea the world at your will, by 
the omnipotence of your machinery, .who could 
ponder that you Ihould rage and chafe at tliQ 

^ See t}ie Speech of BoiJ/y B^Attgla^^ on reporting from 
tl}e Committee appointed to form the Conftitutipn of 1795? 
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checks which the Legiflature has placed in your 
way ? It was not more extraordinary that you 
fhould go mad at the Convention adl, the Gun- 
powder a6l, the InfurreAion aA, and thofe 
other afts which never would have been 
thought of but for You^ than that a murderer 
ihould rage at being deprived of his dagger, at 
the inftant when he hoped to perpetrate an af- 
faffination* ' 

But whatever hopes you may have had from 
the calamities of your country. Providence has, 
for the prefent, defeated them. Would to God 
you could yet avail yourfelves of this opportu- 
nity for refledtion ! But if this be impoflible, if 
you are loft to every feeling of juftice, huma- 
nity, and common fenfe, then I fay it is the in- 
ftant duty of every man in the community to 
exert himfelf for his own, his family's, and his 
country's fafety. Your combination muft be 
put down, or the country is undone. To 
keep terms with you, to hefitate in fpeaking 
of you as your enormities deferve, or in coun- 
terafting you by the moft open and decifive 
pppolition, would be a degree of bafenefs little 
^ort of your own^ 

Gracious Heaven ! To what a ftate have you 
already brought thi$ once peaceful province I 

Like 
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Like the firft deceiver of man, you h^ve ftolen 
into the retreats of innocence and tranquillity, 
and changed them by your peftilcnt fuggeftions 
into fcenes of turbulence and guilt. You have 
robbed the poor of their own peculiar boon from 
heaven, quiet unambitious refignation, and have 
infufed into their limple bofoms the hell tliat 
rages in yopr own. Till your accurfed fociety 
exifted, there was no midnight terror, no wanton 
cruelty. The wealthy farmer went to his repofe, 
^nd the benighted traveller purfued his way, un- 
fufpeifting and unarmed. But fince your difaf- 
trous rife, I appeal to any man who knows the 
country, whether there h^ve not been more 
houfe-breakings and houfe-burnings, and more 
attacks upon perfon and property, than occurred 
for an hundred years before ? And I alk farther, 
wherever you have fpread, have not violence, 
and outrage, nightly plottings, and dark threats 
enings, been your uniform attendants ? If fuch 
be the firft fruits of your labours, what muft bo 
the fulncfs of your infernal harveft ? 

Curfes and difgraces to fociety that you are, 
Ihall you ftill be fufFered to go on ? Your overt 
afts may and miiji be curbed by the iron hand 
of the law, but the fource of the evil, the princi-^ 
pies you have prop;jgated, can only be fubdued 
by the energy of general execration. Fitted as 
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thty are to flatter and to feed depravity, congenial 
with every view and hope in which the ruffian of 
whatever defcription loves to indulge, fo far as 
profligacy extend, they will not fail to attract: 
votaries ; and the fole remedy mufl: be a fl:eady 
aftive counter-union of the wife, the refpeAable, 
and the virtuous. And Ihall this any longer be 
wanting ? Shall not all who are yet uninfefted 
with your contagion, rouze themfelves however 
hitherto they may have flumbered, and unite as 
one man with Government and the Legiflature, 
in refcuing their diflionoured and injured coun- 
try ? What Demofthenes felt when the Athenian 
ftite was on the brink of being betrayed by its 
own unnatural fons, is what every goodlman ought 
to feel towards jo«. I quote the paflTage at large, 
that it may be feen, from the ftriking coinci- 
dence, that the worfl; traitors of antiquity were, 
to the very letter, of the fame cafl: and charac- 
ter with yourfelves. 
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I was never known" fays that illufl:rious 
orator *^ to march through the city with a face 
'^ of joy and exultation at the fuccefs of a foreign 
*^ power. I was never known to receive the 
^* fuccefles of my own country with tremblings, 
^^ with fighings, with eyes bending to the earth, 
*^ like tbofe impious men, who are the defamers 
*^ of the ftate, as if, by fuch condudl, they 
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*^ were not the defamers of themfelves, wha 
*' look abroad, and when a foreign Potentate 
*^ hath eftabliflied his power on the calamities 
** of their country, applaud the event, and tell 
*^ us we fliould take every means to perpetuate 
*^ that power. 

*^ Hear n^e, over-ruling Heaven, (he goes on,) 
^^ and let not thefe, their dcfiresr be ratified 
^^ above. Infufe abetter fpirit into thefe men ; 
*^ infpire even their minds with purer fenti- 
** ments, this is my firft prayer. Or, if their 
^^ natures are not to be reformed, purfue them 
*^ even to defl:ru6lion. But to us difplay your 
*^ goodnefs, in a fpeedy deliverance from im- 
pending evils, and in all the blelRngs of pro- 
teftion and tranquillity.*" 






• Demofthenes on the Craw«— concluding words of the 
Oration. 
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ESSAY XVI. 



REMARKS 

ON 

THE FIRST PRINTED PROPOSAL 

FOR 

THE IRISH UNION. 

How now, yftfecrety blacky and midnight ficjids. 
What is't you do ? 

A DEED WITHOUT A NAM£ ! 

May 28th, 1797. 

XiLFTER the ftatements contained in the late 
Reports of the Committees of both Houfes of 
Parliament,* it may, at firft view, appear unne- 
ceffary to call the attention of the public to any 
new remarks on the treafon of the United Ir'tjb^ 
vitn. There is, however, one point upon which 
it may not be impoflible to throw fome addi- 
tional light ; I mean the precife intention with 
which that Society was originally formed. 

On this head, the letter of Theobald Wolfe 
Tone^ inferted in the Report of the Committee 
of the Commons, affords the moft ftriking, and, 
to minds not warped by prejudice, the moft 

* The Reports here alluded to were thofe made in the laft 
SefHon of the late Parliament* 
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conclufive evidence. But there is another im-- 
portant document which does not appear to 
have come before the Committee, and which is, 
if poffible, ftill more demonftrative of the pri-t 
mary delign of the Irish Union. 

To Tones letter it might, perhaps, be objedt-^ 
ed, that being not intended for publication, 
but merely to be communicated to a few confi- 
dential friends, it Ihews the fentiments of a pri- 
vate perfon, rather than evinces the principles 
upon which the fociety of United Irijhmen was 
actually founded. But the paper to which I refer 
comes forward under different' circumftances. 
It is not the mere correfpondence of an in- 
dividual with ^ junto of his political intimatest 
it is a moft elaborate memoir, compofed with 
every aid of fancy, and every artifice of lan- 
guage, for the exprefs purpofe of circulation. 
It is, in a word, a complete, well-digcfied ftate- 
ment of the principles and views of the in-* 
tended inftitution; drawn up not only for thd 
information of thofe who were already friendly 
to fuch a defign, but in 6ich a manner as mfal'* 
libly to recommend it to all the perturbed *ahi 
profligate fpirits in the cotnitiunity. 

The date of this memoir* feems to be nearly 

• This paper has been infertcd in the Appendix of the late 
{Import of ^e Commons, of which it forms the third number, 

tha 
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the fame with that of Tories letter* It appeared 
in Publin in the month of June, 1791, was 
clofely printed on a quarto fheet, (of which it 
occupied nearly three pages and an half,) and 
was handed about in the form of a circular let- 
ter, with indefatigable afliduity. Its peculiar 
jftyle, marked throughout with that turbulent and 
gloomy rhetoric which had diftinguifhed the 
well-known Hehfs Letters^ made it fcarcely 
poffible to doubt, that the fame hand which 
had formerly been bufied in Simulating the 
Ulfter Volunteers, was now employed to diffufe, 
through the kingdom at large, a better con- 
codlpd and far more deadly poifon, 

I cannot help requefting my readers to give 
clofe attention to the quotations which I fliall 
make from this extraordinary compofition* 
They will Be found to illuftrate the primary idea 
and fpirit of the Iri/b Union with a clearncfs, of 
which all expreffions tut thofe of the memoir it- 
felf would fall infinitely fliort ; and I hefitate 
not to add that they will enable every man of 
comnion underftanding to determine at once, 
whether the firft defign of the inftitution was 
limited to a temperate reform of abufes, or whe-* 
ther, on the contrary, it did not imply as defpe- 
rate a fyftem of Revolutionary Treafon as ever 
was fuggefted by profligate ingenuity* 

T a it 
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It begins thus: ''. It is propofed, that, at tlii^ 
^^ junfture, a fociety fliould be inftituted, hav- 
^^ ing much of the/ecrecy, and fomewhat of the 
^^ ceremonial, attached to Freemafonry ; with fa 
'^ much fecrecyi as may communicate curiojity^ 
^^ uncertainty^ and cxpeBation^ to the minds of 
'*• furroundingmen ; with fo much imprejjivedsi^ 
*• affeSing ceremo7iy yin all its internal ceconomy, 
'' as, without impeding real bufinefs, may ftrikc 
^' the foul, through the fenfes, and, addreffing 
*^ the whole man, may animate his philofophy 
^^ by the energy of his paflions. 

^^ Secrecy is expedient and necejfary : it will 
^^ make the band of union more cobefive^ and 
^^ the fpir it of that union more ardent and more 
*^ condenfed. . It will invelope this denfe flame 
*^ with a r/o7/^ of gloomy ambiguity, that 
'^ will both facilitate its own agency ^ and, at the 
*^ fame time, confound and terrify its enemies by 
*^ their ignorance of the deftgn^ the extent y the > 
^^ direElion^ and the confequences : it will tbrow a 
*^ -i;^// over thofe individuals whofe profejional 
* ^ frudence might make tliem wifli to lie con^ 
^^ cealed until a manifeftation of thcmfelvcs be- 
*^^ zovsxt. abfplutely necejfary ^^^^ 

Now 

* .The refcmblancc between this plan for the Irtjh Uukn, 
and Witjhaupt'^ projed of the German. UnioHf is fo clofe as. 
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Now, let it be confidered, that when this plan 
was fuggefted, thofe fuppofed obftacles to poli- 
tical exertion, which have been lince fo often ad- 
duced by th6 malecontents as apologies for their 
enormities, did not exift, nor were even in con- 
templation. There was no Convention A6V, no 
Infurreftion A6t^ noTreafonable Correfpondence 
Aft, every mode of communication was open, 
the war had not commenced, nor was the public 
mind agitated by any alarm. In thefe circum- 
ftances, (in which there was not merely a liberty, 

almoft to preclude the poffibility of its arifing from mere 
coincidence. Let the reader compare the above quotations 
with the following paflages from JVeiJhaupt*s own account of 
his fcheme, as quated by Robhi/on. His words are as fol- 
low : * The flighteft obfervation fhows, that nothing will fo 

* much contribute to increafe the zeal of the members as fecret 

* union. We fee with what keennefs and zeal the frivolous bu- 

* iinefs of Free Mafonry is conduded, by perfons knit together 

* by the fccrecy of their union. It is nccdlefs to enquire into 
^ the caufes of this zeal which fecrecy produces. It is an 

* univerfal faft, confirmed by the hiftory of every age. Let 

* this circumftance of our conftitution, therefore, be direded 

* to this noble purpofe, and then, all the objedions urged 

* againft it, by jealous tyranny and affrighted fupcrflition, will 

* vanifh.* — Rob tn/on^%P roof s. Page 115. Irifh Edition, 

In another place, Weijhaupt fpeaks thus : ' The order 

* wi(h«s to be fecret, and to work in filence ; for thus it i» 

* better fccured from the oppreffion of the ruling powers, and 

* bccaufe this fecrecy gives a greater zeft to the whole,* — Ro^ 
iJn/on*%P roofs Ydig^ I'^l* 

but 
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but an abfolute licentioufnefs of fcdpc, both fof 
difcuflion and co-operation,) can it for a moment 
be fuppofed that men who only wifhed to eflfeft 
a temperate Reform in Parliament would have 
' adopted gloomy j impenetrable fecrecy as the firft 
feature of their defign ? Was it in human nature, 
thus deliberately to prefer cowardly ambiguity to 
manly candour^ if it had not been felt that there 
was an indifpenfible neceflity for fuch a procc* 
dure ? And whence could tlie idea of fuch a ne- 
ceflity have arifen but from the confcioufnefs of 
a purpofe which would not bear to be difclofed ? 
It is not lefs the refult of uniform experience, 
than it is the maxim of divine wifdom, ^^ that 
** men love darknefs rather than lights because 
*^ theTr deeds are evil." 

The laws of nature have eflablifhed an affinity 
between ends and means ^ which vice cannot, and 
wifdom would not, wifh to deftroy. We might as 
well conceive the excellent Howard going foi;th 
on his miflion of charity, covered with the maik, 
and armed with the dagger, of an aflaffin,asfup- 
pofe that a fociety, adluated by pure benevo- 
lence, and aiming at rational improvement, 
whether civil or political, would have thought 
of carrying its point by afFefting gloomy arnbi^ 
guifvy by exciting uncertainty and expeSation in 
the minds offurrounding men^ or by co2?70UND<- 
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ING atld tSrrii^ying even its fuppofed ene* 
mies, by their ignorance oit\itdefig7i,x\itexte7it^ 
the direSioUy and the confequences. Even the re- 
volutionary God'mm alks, ^* Whyfpread a reft- 
** Icfs commotion over the face of a nation, 
^^ which may lead to the rnoft deftru6live con- 
^^ fequences ? Why feek to beftow upon truth a 
^* weight not its own ?*" It is only a foul and 
villainous end that could be attained by fuch ex- 
pedients; they are inftruments which have their 
fpecific ufes legibly engraven on them; the 
choipe of them, alone, were there no other evi- 
dence, would ^iostyX}i\2X fyjiematixed mfurreStion 
and revolutionary defpotifm were, from the firft 
moment, the objedls of the undertaking. 

And {ox fuch objects they were well chofen 
expedients. A Catiline ^ or a C^/ar Borgia^ could 
have fuggefted none better. The idea of a fecret 
fraternity, fo formed as to proceed by filent and 
imperceptible, but, at the fame time, infallibly 
advancing fteps through the great mafs of the 
lower clafles, and fo flirouded in midnight dark- 
nefs as to evade law, elude countera6lion, and 
even defy computation, was itfelf a mafter-piece 
of revolutionary ingenuity. But the additional 
provifion, that this fraternity fliould not only adk 

* Enqtiiry iqto Political Tuftice, Vol, I. Book iv. Chap. 2. 
Sec J. 

as 
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zs an engine for fpreading terror and confufion 
over the public mind without, but Ihould itfelf, 
by means of an high-raifed enthufiafm, the eftedt 
of excited paffions and ^* afFedling ceremonies,'* 
be kept in a ftate of devotednefs, at once themoft 
implicit and the moft active, to its own leaders 
ivithiiiy implied fuch a refinement of defpotifm, 
, over mind as well as boJyy o^zx jr'tend as well as 
enemy ^ fuch an exquifite conjun6lion of the worft 
features o{ pi ejl crafty with the worft weapons of 
tyranny^ as can be inftanced, perhaps, but in one 
other cafe within the annals of the world. 

The Reader will, perhaps, himfclf think of 
the cafe I allude to, that of the well known Na- 
tion of Aflaffins ; between whofe policy and 
that of the United Irifhmen there feems to be 
but this material point of difference, that the 
former obeyed a fingle chief inftead of a junto 
of leaders. In other refpedls the refemblance 
appears fo clofe, (efpeciaHy fince we have feen 
the plan of the United Iriflimen developing it- 
felf into adtual pradlice,) that the one inftitution 
might almoft be confidered as a ftudied imita- 
tion of the other. 

The tribe of Affaffins were at their height of 
power about the thirteenth century, and arc 
much fpoken of by thofc writers who have given 

the 
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the hiftory of the Crufades. Their Sovereigri| 
who refided in the faftneffes of Mount Lebanon, 
and from that circumftance was generally deno- 
minated the OldMati of the Mountain, was raifed 
to that dignity by the majority of the votes of his 
fubjeftSk " Being unable^*' we are told, " to 
^' defend his nation againft his powerful neigh- 
*^ bours by open force, he adopted a more efFec- 
*^ tual expedient for revenging, if not avertings 
*^ their attacks: he acquired fuch an afceridant 
*^ over his fanatical fubje£l$, that they paid the 

* * moji impTtcit deference to his commands, efteem- 
** ed aJfaffinaUon meritorious, and believed that 
'' by his orders the mvjijboching 'Villainies were 
*^ confecrated into heroic virtues. It was the cuf- 
^' torn of this Prince, when he imagined himfelf 

• ^ injured, to difpatch fecretly fome of his fubjedls 
^* againft the aggreflbrs ; and no precaution was 
^^ fufficient tofecure them from thefefubtle andde-- 
*^ termined ruffians. When feized and put to the 
^^ fevereft tortures, they triumphed amidft their 
•^ agonies, and rejoiced that they had been dei^ 
*^ tined by heaven to fufFer in iojufl and meri* 
'^^ torious a caufe. From them the term ajfaffin 
*^ has paffed into moft European languages.*" 

We * ought, perhaps, to hope that when the 

* See Vertot's Knights of Malta, Vol. I. and Hume's Hif- 
toty of England, VoL II. K. Richard !• 

U Vnitei 
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United Irijbmen adopted fo much of the fpirit of 
this fyftcm, they* did not deliberately accede to 
all the enormities of its practice. The Old Man 
of the Mountain, himfelf, only had recourfe to 
thefe when milder expedients were unavailing. 
/^ He piqued himfelf,'* fays Hume, " on never 
** beginning any offence, and had his regular for- 
'^ malities in requiring atonement/' It was not 
yntil all fuch overtures were rejedled, that he if- 
fued his laft fatal orders. Poffiblythc Vnited Irijb" 
pieti alfp, at.leaft fpch of them as were under the 
influence of ^^ profe/ponal pnfdenc£y'\n\^t have 
wiihed to effedl their purpofe by left dcfperate 
methods. They mfght have flattered themfelves 
that, by the dark and filent progrefsof their 
tinion, they would at length become completely 
jrrefiftible ; and be able, at the moment of ** ma- 
nifeftation," to rife with the equable force of a 
vaft fpring tide, rather than burft oat with the 
violence of a cataraft. But be that as it may; 
the difcipline of the infl:itution provided for 
other contingencies ; the enthufiafm it infpired 
was formed, and the, event has fbewn it to be 
fitted . f^r the moft horrible extremities ; nor 
could we fuppofe for a moment that men who, 
in the coolnefs of theoretic reafoning, reckon- 
ed fo much upon the influence oi confujion and 
terror^ would fuifer themfelves* in the warmth 
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of praftice, to be embarrafled by an over fcru- 
pulous humanity. 

I have mentioned but one point of difference 
between the tribe of aflafiins and the United Tri/b^ 
mm ; but there feems to be another, not lefs ne- 
ceflary to be ftated. Amongft the former no to- 
leration was afforded to cunning without cou- 
rage. It was indifpenfible that each of their fo 
ciety fhould be bloody, bold, and refoliite. Not 
fo amongfl the United lrijhnwn\ in their plan 
there is an exprefsly oppofite provilion. *' Se- 
crecy," fay they, ^* is expedient," for this amongft 
other reafons, becaufe ^* it will throw a reil over 
*^ thofe individuals whofe profefKonal prudence 
*^ might make them wifh to lie concealed." It 
was not merely the principle of felf-preferva- 
tion which appears to have fuggefted this. 
With that mifchievous inlight into all the 
windings of human depravity, which marks 
their whole plan, they fe^tn to have concluded, 
that the fharpeft and moft efficient fubtlety was 
for the moft part accompanied by the bafeft pu- 
fiUanimity ; and dark intrigue being their Iheet- 
anchor, it was exfedi^t and necejfary to indulge 
cowardice, that they might attach ufeful villainy* 
But, at all events, what a temper of mind does the 
fentiment manifeft ? Could the depths of Hell 
furnifh any thing more revolting to juftice, ho- 

ua nour. 
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nour, or humanity, than that men thus dclibe* 
ratcly engaging in a confpiracy, pregnant with 
every form of mifery to thoufands of their fellow 
mortals, Ihould, at the fame moment, be calculat- 
ing, how, in efFefting this infernal projeft, they 
ihould fecure themfelves, not againft the gibbet 
or the axe, not againft banilhment or imprifon- 
ment, or the leaft of thofe calamities which they 
were preparing for fo many unconfcious victims, 
but (hear it, gracious Heaven !) againft any di* 
minution of professional emolument! 



ESSAY XVIl, 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



** All Combinations and AJfociations, under whatever plauiible cha« 
radter, Yii\!l[i thci^eal defign to direS, controul, counter aHy or <mi# 
the regular deliberation and a£iion of the conftituted authorities^ 
arc dcftrudlive of the fundamental principles of Government ; 
they ferve to organize fa&ion^ to give it an artificial and extraor« 
dinary force, to put in the place of the delegated will of the Ns|« 
tion the will of a party, often difmall^ but artful and enterfrlzinz 
minority of the Community.** 

Wasuikgton's Farewell Addrefs. 
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June I, 1797. 

T is xiot merely from the fpirit which the 
Vhifed Irifimun breathed at their firft formation, 
nor even from the means they adopted, ftriking 

and 
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and conclufive as tliefe e^ idences are, that I infer 
their original Treafon. By an unaccountable de- 
relidlion of that very fecrecy which was fo ear- 
neftly inculcated as a matter of indifpenfible ob- 
fervance, this fame paper has opened to us not 
only the dejign, but the extent j of the fcheme, 
and has enabled us to judge as fully of the ends 
^imed at, as of the means to be employed. 

We are told, in words which ought to have 
been felt at the time, as an alarm-hell to the flum- 
bering vigilance of the country, that the *^ gcne- 
^^ ral aim of the Society Ihould be, to make the 
** light of philanthropy (a pale and ineffeSual 
^^ light) converge, and, by converging, kindle 
^^ into ardent y energic, entbufiafiic love for Ire- 
^^ land; that genuine unadulterated enthufiafm 
*^ which defcends from a luminous head to a 
*^ burning hearty and impels the fpirit of man to 
*^ exertions greatly good, or unequivocally great. 
** For this Society is not to xt&fatisfied in draw- 
^* ing SPECULATIVE Flans of Reform and Ini" 
^^ provement, but to be practically busied 
*^ in their accomplijbment. Were the hand of 
^^ Locke to hold from Heaven a fcheme of Go- 
^^ vernmenty moft perfeiily adapted to the nature 
^^ and capabilities of the Irijb Nation y it would 
'^ drop to the ground a mere founding fcroll, 

*^ were 
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•* were there no other means of giving it ciFedl 
** than its own intrinfic excellence. 

*^ This Society," they go on, ** is likely to be 
*^ a means the moft powerful for the promotion 
*^ of a great end. What end ? The Rights of 
*^ Man in Ireland \ the great eft happinefs of the 
*' great eft number in this Ifland ; the inherent and 
^ * indefeaftble claims of every free Nation to rest 
^^ in this Nation \ the will and the power to be 
** happy, to purfue the common weal as an /Wi- 
*^ vidual purfues his private welfare , and to 

*^ STAND IN INSULATBD INDEPENDENCE AN 

*^ iMPERATOBiAL People. To gain a know- 
*^ ledge of the real irate of this heterogene- 
** ous country ; to form v^fiwmiary of the na- 
*^ tional will and pleasure in points mnft 
*^ inter efting to national happinefs\ and when 
** fuch a fummary is formed, to put this doc- 
" trine as fpeedily as may be into practice, 
** will be the.purpofe of this central Society ^ or 
*' Lodge, from which otim- Lodges in differetit 
*^ towns will radiate. 

*^ The GREATEST happtness of the great- 
** EST NUMBER. On the rotk of ibis priciple 
" let the Society reft ; by this^ let it judge and 
*' determine every political quefiiony and what' 
" ever is necejfary for this pur pofcy let it not be 

** accounted 
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*^ accounted hazardous, but rather our tnterejl, 
** our duty, omv glory, and our common religion. 
^' Th€ rights of Men are the rights of God, and 
*' to vindicate the one is to maintain the other ; 
^^ we muft be free, to ferve him whofe fervice is 
perfe<5l freedom. 



€i 






*^ This is enthujiafm ; it is fo, and who, that 
has a fpark of Hibernicifm in his nature, does 
not feel it kindle into a flame of generous en- 
^* thufiafm? Who, that has a drop of fympathy 
*^ in his heart, when he looks around him, and 
*^ fees how happiness is heaped up in mounds, 
*^ and how misery is diffufed^si^ divided amongfi 
** the MILLION, does not exclaim, alas! for the 
^^ fuffering ! and oh ! for the power to redrefs 
*^it! And who is there that has enthufiafm 
*^ fufficient to make an exclamation, would not 
*^ combine with others as honeft as himfelf, to 
^^ make the will live in the act, and tofwear 

*^ WE WILL REDRESS IT ?*'* 

Is 

f 

* « What is the general objeft?' fays Wet/haupt? * The 

* happine/s of the human race. Is it not diftreffing to a gene« 

* rous mind, after contemplating what human nature is capa« 
' ble of, to fee how little we enjoy ? When we look at this 

* goodly world, and fee that every man may be happy, but 
' that the happinefs of one depends on the condudl of another 9 

* when we fee the wicked fo powerful, and the good fo weak ; 

* and that it is in vain to drive fingly alone, againll the gene- 

*ral 
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Is this the voice of men feeking coNsfiTtr* 
tionalReporm? Isitnotyonthecontrary,asout*- 
rageous a denunciation as could be conveyed in 
language, not only againft the Conftitiition of 
this country, but againft the order of fociety in 
every country ? What is that deeifive expreffioil 
of conle77ipt for all fpeculative plans of Reform^ 
that boaftful refolution of being htijied in ac- 
compTi/bment^ and that emphatic defpair of fuc-* 
ceeding in any meafure, however ufeful or fuit* 
able, without fome other means of giving it ef«^ 
fedl befides its own tntrinfu excellence? Do net 
thefe declarations alone amount to a deternii-*- 
nate reje6lion of every conftitutional idea, and 
as determinate an adoption of the worft revolu- 
tionary expedients ? What are thofe other means? 
They are none of the refources of reafon/nonc 
of the natural weapons of truth ; thefe are all 
voted down and difcarded for ever in that im- 
perious decree on the futility of intrinjic exceU 
Jence ; for thefe are nothing but intrinfic excellence 
demonftrated, and urged with zeal and perfe- 

' ral current of vice and oppreflion ; the wifh naturally arlfes 

* in the mind, that it were pollible to form a durable combu 
' nation ot the moft worthy perfons, who ihould work toge- 
' ther in removing the obftacles to human happinefs, become 

* terrible to the wicked, and give their aid to all the good 

* without diftin6lion. Would notfuch an affociation be a blef- 

* fing to the world ?* — Rohtnfen*^ Proofs, Page 1 14. 

verance. 
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verance. What, then, are thofe means ? They 
are intrigue, cahaly conffiracy, terror, (for there 
is no alternative,) and, of courfe, every thing, 
however dreadful, to which terror relates, and 
without which it would become an unreal 
mockery, more contemptible than even intrinfic 
excellence itfelf. 

And to what end are thefe dark expedients to 
be applied ? We are not left to coUeft this from 
ambiguous hints ; we are told in what might be 
termed the very language of revolutions, that it 
is to break the tie which binds Ireland to the Bri- 
tifli Empire, to eftablilh in this country demo- 
cracy in its boldeft and broadeft form, and to 
new-model property, fo as to efFedl the wideft 
poffibTe diftribution of it amongft the populace. 
What but the Jirji of thefe can we underftand, 
*^ by the inherent and indefeafihle claims of every 
^^ free Nation, being made to reft in this Nation^ 
•^ and by x\it power topurfuc the common good 
^^ as an individiial purfues his private welfare ?'* 
What but the fecond can be meant, by forming 
a ^^ fummary of the national will and pleafure^ 
*^ in points moft interefting to our happinefs J'* 
And what but both conjointly, separation from 
Great Britain, and a democratic govern- 
ment, by that remarkable expreffion, ^^ to ft and 
*• in infulated independence, ^Vi imperatorial people f^ 

X Farther ; 
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Farther ; what idea but that of a new-model- 
Hng of property, a fyftematic plan of difFufion 
and divifion, can we annex to that propofed ex- 
tcnfion of the greatejf happinefi to the greatejl 
number^ which is to be the ruling principle of the 
wlK)le fyftem, and in purfuing which nothing is 
to be deemed hazardous^ but every thing, be it 
what it may, is to become duty^ g^ory, intereft^ 
religion? What jioffible meafure, except fome 
llich equalizing phft could bear even the colour 
of a remedy for' the evil complained of^ ^' that 
*^ happinefs is heaped up in mounds, and mifery 
^' is diffufed and divided amongR. the million?** 
Nay, who does not fee, that the very terms of 
the complaint imply not only a promife, but x 
direft intimatron of the ?node of redrefs .^ And 
yet, left the flighteft doubt fhould intervene, they 
feal it with an oath — ^^ we wim, redkess it,'* ^ 

Inftead of infuking,thc underftanding of the 
reader by an attempt to illuftratc what can have 
but one poffible meaning, I fhall add one extract 
ware ; not fo much with a view to ftrengtheit 
the evidence of a revolutionary purpofe, for that 
I take to be impoffiblc, as to give an additional 
inftance of the deep inlidioufriefs with which 
thofe men provided for the difTcmination of their 
principles amongft the unthinking multitude. 

^^ The 
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^^ The fir ft bufinefs of the Brotherhood/' fay 
they, ^^ will be to form a tranfcript or digeft of 
•^ the dodlrine which they mean Xofuhfcribey to 
^^ uphold J to propagate 9 aiid reduce to fraQice. 
^* It is time for Ireland to look her fortune in tie 
^^ face ; not with turbulent oftentation, but with 
^^ fixed refolution to live and die Freemen. Let, 
*^ then,thofe queftionsbe agitated (and anfwered 
^^ fully ^nd fairly) which have been wilfully con- 
^' cealed from us by inter efied perfons and par^ 
" ties J and which appear terfible^ only by being 
^^ kept in the ^^ri. 

*^ What are the w^^^w^ of procuring fuch a 
** Reform in the Conftitution as may fecure to 
*^ the people their rights moft efFedlually and 
^* mofifpeedily? 

'^ What is the plan of reform moft fuited to 
** this country ? 

" Can the . renovation in the Conftitution, 
*^ which we all deem neceflary, be accompliflied 
^' by the ways of the Conftitution? The evil, 
" fays Junius, lies too deep to be cured by any 
^^ remedy lefs thznfome great convulfiony which 
^^ may bring Back the Conftitution to its original 
^^ principles, or utterly defiroy it. Is this opi- 
^^ nion ftill truer with refpeft to this country, 
*^ or is it falfe ? 

xa "Who 
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«^ Who arc tht People? 

*^ Can the rigbt of changing the Consti- 
€c TUT 1 ON reft any where but in the original con^ 
^^ Jiitutive power y the people ? 

*^ Can the will of the people be known, 
^^ but by fuU and fair convention j to be con- 
*^ ftituted on the plan which fhall come lecom- 
*^ mended on the moft popular authority ? 

^^ Is there any middle ftate between the ex- 
^' tremes of Union with Britain and total se- 
^^ paration, in which the Rights of the People 
** can ht fully eJtaUifbed and refl infecurityf 



** What is the form of Government that will 
fecure to us our rights with the leafi expence 
and the great efl benefit ? 






'* By the brotherhood are thefe queftions, 
*^ and fuci as thefe, to be determined ; on this 
*^ determination are they tofdrm the chart oi their 
" conflitution^ which, with honour and good faith, 
*^ they are to fubfcribe, and which is to regulate 
*^ their courfe/* 

It will be feen, at once, that almoft every one 
of tnefe pretended queries is fo put as to inftruA 

the 
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the political catechumen in the anfwer he is to 
return ; that each fubfequent queftion proceeds 
upon the fuppolition that the foregoing one has 
been anfwered agreeably to the wifh of the pro- 
pofer ; and that, of courfe, though queflions in 
appearance, theyare, in reality^propofitions, only 
couched in a more inlinuating form. In the 
firft two queftions the word Reform is intro- 
duced; in tht ntxtitisrenovafiorif convulsion, 
DESTRUCTION. Thcn comes the right of the 
multitude to change the Conjtitution by means of 
a Convention formed on the bafis of mere popu- 
Jation. Next follows Separation from Great Bri- 
tain as eflential to the full eftablifhment of the 
National Rights ; and, laft of all, the formation 
oifucl a Government as thefe fecret,felf-ele6led 
Reprefentatives of the People fhall be pleafed 
to appoint. For, let it be obferved, that after 
having aflerted that the Will of the People can 
only be known \yj full and fair Convention y they 
tell us plainly (as they had in efFedl told us be* 
fore) that they mean to take the leading func- 
tions of legiflation in the firft inftance upon 
fbemf elves ; that it is by them all the great quef- 
tions are to be decided ; and that, confequently, 
even a Convention is to be nothing but an ap- 
paratus for giving a popular colouring to their 
defpotic determinations. 

The 
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The reader is now in pofleflion of what may 
be fairly conlidered as the United Irilhmen's 
own devclopement of their original defign. And 
let it be obferved, that it is a developement 
made, not in the ferment of irritated zeal, but 
at the moment when it might be fuppofed their 
paffions would be calmeft and their reafon leaft 
mifled. Other fimilar defigns have at firfl: been 
but rudely conceived, and have owed their 
after-maturity to experience, and not feldom to 
accident ; but this Minerva of the United Irifl^- 
* men feems to have come forth at once from the 
head that gendered it, complete in pvtxy limb 
and lineament. The melancholy events which 
have taken place of late imply no advance in 
the theory I they are no more than that theory 
reduced in a very trifling degree to pra£lice. By 
comparing botb^ every man may judge for him- 
felf whether all the enormities which we lament^ 
and all that we can dread, were not as much 
contained in the Jirji idea of this affociatiog, 
as a brood of living vipers, that now^hifs and 
fting, were once contained in the bowels of the 
reptile which produced them. 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONCLUDED. 



^ Towards the^prefervation of your Government it is rcquifitc not only 
that you fteadily difcountenanee irregular oppofitions to its acknow- 
ledged authority, but alfo that you rciift, with care, th6 fpirit of 
innovation upon its principles, however fpecious the pretext: On* 
method of aflkult may be, to effe6l in the form of the conftitution 
alterations which will impait^ the energy of the fyftam, and thus to^ 
underwint what cannot be direBly overthrown. In all the changes tOi 
which you are invited, remember that facility in changes, upon ih% 
credit 9f mere hypothe/fs and opinion, expofes to pet^tual change, 
from the endlefs variety of hyp6theiis and opinion ; and remember» 
efpcQially, that, for the efficient management of your common int«- 
refls, a Government of as much vigour as is contiftent with the 
perfeftfccurity pf -liberty is indifpenfible." . 

Washinctok*s Farewell Addrc&» 



M ^^ 



Juke 0, 11^7» 

AN the two laft pajpers I have laid before my 
rtaders the ftatemertt given by the founders of 
the Society of United Irilhmen of their inten- 
tions and views ; it only remains to fhew that, 
when their Society was adtually formed, no va- 
riation took place in their principles, nor any 
abatement in the violence of their purpofe. 

It is eafy to prove this- by the fame incontcf- 
tible evidence of their own declarations. Onc^ 

of 
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of their earlieft publi cations, after they had an- 
nounced themfelves as the Society of United 
Irijbmen^ was a Circular Letter addrefled to two 
limilar Societies in the town of Belfaft, and 
ligned by the well-known Tandy as their Secre- 
tary. In this (wherein it is impoffible not to 
perceive the moft ftriking marks of that fame 
pen which has already been alluded to) the 
whole fpirit of their firft Addrefs is condenfed 
into two or three emphatic fentences : ** The 
^* objedl of this inftitution," fay they, ^^ is to 
^^ make a United Society of the Irish Na- 
^^ TiON — to make all Irijbmen Citizens — all 
^^ Citizens Irijbmen. It becomes necefTary, by a 
^^ union of minds and a knowledge of each other ^ 
•^ to WILL and act as a Nation. To knoix> 
each other is to know ourfelves, the weaknefs of 
onCy thtjtrength of many. Unions therefore, 
*^ is POWER, it is wifdoMy it mull be liberty. 
^^ Our J^^;2, therefore, informing this Society^ 
** is to give an example which, when wellfoU 
*^ lozvedi muft collect the public will and 

^^CONCENTRATE the PUBLIC FORCE the cf- 

^^ fe£i of which mufi be rapid, momentous 
*^ and consequential.'* 

• Can any thing ; under Heaven be more afto- 
niftiing than that, after thefe expreffions being 

in 
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lA circulation from the mbnth of January, i^^^] 
there fhould at this day be any neccffiry for 
tiling argurtients to prove the original Tredf on of 
the United Iri/bmen? There is not an idea here, 
nor a lingle word, which is not pregnant with 
tevolutionary horrors. What is that union of 
minds, that knowledge of each other ^ iti order to 
Willing and acting as a Nation? Caii they 
mean any thiilg but dArk coNSPiftACY,yo ^x- 
tended tliTOUgh tht populace ; fo/ecretlyy and yet 
fo powerfully f linked and jointed, as that^ at 
length, the whole mafs of the lower clajfes may 
be hoxkiready and able x.orife as one man ? Is 
not this the literal purport of that example which 
they defign to give ? ^* When well followed^* 
they tell us, ** it will colle6i the public will^ 
** and concentrate the public force/' That 
is, it will infpire the ignorant, inflammable 
multitude with fuch a frantic rage for Demo- 
cracy^ that they will be ready to perpetrate 
whatever fhall be propofed to them, and, by 
that means, fecure to their Leaders a fort of po- 
litical omnipotence. 

They add that the effeft of this miift be rapid, 
momentous, and consequential; evidently 
implying, that if it were to be otherwife it 
would not anfwer their purpofe. Might they 
not jiift as well have faid, that it would htfan- 

Y guinary^ 
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quinary J . remorfelefsy and mcaJcuIahly defimc^ 
live ? Did they not know that in fuch a cafe 
the latter epithets would be ftridly explanatory 
of the former, and that when once their plan 
Ihould commence there would be no fecurity 
again^any mifery which cruelty could inflift^or 
weaknefs fuffer ? Yes, they knew it well, as well 
from the didlates of common fenfe as from the 
experience of every age and nation. And yet,, 
with all this, in their view, with >&tfi;oi;i&, ajfaffina-- 
tioHy majfacre^ every horror at which nature ihud- 
ders, every demon which hell fends forth to de- 
folate life ar^d, l^arrow up the foul, ftanding right 
before them in their path, only waiting the mo- 
ment of *^ manifeftation,'* to rufti upon their 
deftined prey, thpfe men went on deliberately 
with their defign, have purfued it without re- 
mifEon for nearly fix years, and are at this day 
more defperately bent upon it than ever, though 
France itfelf, after the fulleft trial of its ef- 
fedls, has already, folemnly and in the hearing 
of all Europe, renounced it, as the deadliefl: 
curfe that could befal a country. 

And yet thefc are thq men who have been 
cheared and toafted by the IVhig^ Club in Eng- 
land, and pitied , and patronized by, th.^ fVbig 
Club in Ireland! Thefe are they who have been 
f eprefented by tlie great Oppofition Orator in 

the 
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tfiie Britifli Parii^imeht a? looking' for hothmg 
fcuttlie f JiU icnjoyno^ot of the Britifli Conftitu- 
tl0Ui loiwl ^9 readyilto jrfeturn to tranquillity, it 
this i*-eaibnable ,t)oon were but granted ; and 
diefe are they for whom tlpie Paragon of irilh 
eloquence has offered up his fervent prayers to 
H^eaven, thW the famc'Pravidence which ton- 
dufted another pcrfecutcd tribe through, tire 
wilderjiefs riiay lead thefe yicSlims of opprefliotf 
alfo through the horrors with which thej^ arisj 
Surrounded 1 ' 



3 I 



Are we to fuppofcthat thefe good-nator©d pCh^ 
liticiaiis wci?e caught^ in the liitiplicwy^f their 
iieirts, by that verbal bait of Refiiftrti^Wth^ich 
the United Irifhmen halve 'cpv^ered' 1:h*ir barbed 
hook of revolutionary Democracy ? Did they 
really not know that ibeir Reform was' itfelf but 
Democracy under another name i That its eflen- 
tial features were univerfal Suffrage, /inmiai 
EledHons, and ^very Man to be capable of be- 
ing elefted ? And were they not well aware thai 
fuch a mob-ele<fted and mob-dependent Houfc 
ofCommons, as this plan would create, would it- 
felf be the moft infallible engine that wicked 
policy could devlfe, for beating down the two 
other branches jof-th^ legiflature ? Were they 
ignorant of thefe feif-evident fa(9:9, or did they 
wilfully facrificc both their confcience and the 

V z fafety 
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fafet^ of their countty, to the defperate poflibi- 
lity of a triumph over their political rivals ? 
On this queftion depends whether we are to de* 
fpife them for their infatuation, or to execrate 
thciA for their profiigacyt 

With the Englifh Allies of the United Irifli- 
men I have, at prefent, no concern. But that 
the Chiefs of the Oppofition in this kingdom 
have been finning againft convidlioti, that they 
were perfuaded in their hearts of the diredl re- 
verfe of what they have been fofolemnly affert- 
ing,fwe.need no other proof tha^ their own for- 
mer declarations. Never were the real views of 
tjie JJnited Iriflimen more clearly or more ably 
developed, than by that very man who has of 
late t^ken the lead as their advocate and their 
encomiaft. ^^ The friends of Univerfal Suf- 
•^ fnage," fays he, in his fpeech on Mr. W. B. 
'Ponfonby's Bill in the Seflion of 1794, ** re- 
*^ pudiate the Conflitution of England, which 
^^ the wifdpm of ages has framed, and introduce 
>^ another fyfteip founded, according to them, 
.*^ on natural right. In my opinion it is founded 
" on a violation of the moll obvious of thofe 
.^^ right^. .Xhere is. no natural right more unde- 
•^ niable than that ^very man has a right to the 
f ^ ffuits of his Qwn indpftry. It is not a viokt- 
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** tion of that right that the man who has neither 
" induftry nor property fhould tax him ? 

*^ If," he adds, ^^ fuch a principle were ad- 
*^ mitted, what defcription of people would fufFer 
** by it ? The refpeftable Farmer and the weal- 
^' thy Citizen. The Candidate, inftead of ap- 
^^ plying to ibeni, would apply to the labourer 
^^ in xhtjiable^ he would apply to the beggar on 
*^ the bridge^ the criminal in tht jail^ and the^d?or 
*' in the bofpilah The mob of Electors, thus 
^^ raked together, would fhoulder the fober Citi- 
^^ zen from the huftings, and the fhout of whif- 
^^ key would return the Members of the Senate, 
^' and eleft 2, felonious Reprefentation. Annual 
•^ Elections too! What mifchiefs would they 
'^ not induce ? They would introduce a ftate of 
*' permanent intoxication, by which all the ufe- 
** ful arts and labours of life would be fuper- 
*^ feded. They would, in a word, lead diredlly 
^* to the annihilation of Royalty, and the efta- 
'* bliihment of a French Republic. — If fuch 
^^ were to be the Reform, I would infinitely ra- 
'* ther fubmit to the prefent abufes ; — and if I 
*^ could think that this bill went in the moji re^ 
^' mote degree to introduce fuch a fyftem, I 
^^ would inftantly abandon it," 

3uch was Mr. Grattan's language three years 

ago, 



ago, when the dangers he alludes to were compa- 
ratively contemptible, when the party which he 
points at had neither ftrength nor number ; and 
now, when the very fame party, by an indefati- 
gable diffemination of thofe very doctrines, have 
increafed the hazards which he then viewed 
with horrror a thoufand fold; now, when that So- 
ciety, to whofe infant ^iforts he deemed it his 
duty to oppofe his moft eameft i&eal and hismoft 
nervous eloquence, boaft of having a revolu- 
tionary army of an hundred thoufand men aH 
ready to die rather than defert. their objedt, he 
Shrinks from enquiry ; nay more, he fupports 
and apprbves, and tffcAs to coalefce with, the 
very men whom then he reprobated ! 

And yet this man has talked of confiftency ! 
When, after the Report of the Secret Committees 
he could no longer plead reafon, or juftice, or ex- 
pediency, for his fl:iU dilfenting from every mea- 
•fure of fevcrity againft thofe who had decreed a 
general coafifcation and the maffacre of thirty 
-thoufand, he tried to prop himfelfon the ground 
of confiftency. But does he feel it no violation 
of confiftency, to flatter and defend thofe traitors 
to whofc fuppreffion he was once ready (had it 
been proved neceflary) to fagrifice even the at-- 
tempt at moderate reform ? What is fuch confift- 
ency ? Is it not an improvement on Swift's no- 
tion 
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tion of confcience, and ftill more the counter- 
part of that piece of human drapery, which, as 
that author fays, ferves to cover both naftinefs 
and vice, but is eafily flipped down for the ac- 
commodation of either ? 

But this is not all ; the meafures now recom- 
mended by this gentleman and his colleague? 
are, themfelves,a refutation of their moll folemn 
aflertions. Their chief meafure has been a Re^ 
fotm Bill. Why has this bill been prefented 
now in fo very different a Ihape from what it 
bore, when the fame perfons introduced it three 
years ago? Their caufe would have gained 
ftrength with all thinking men, frcnn its being 
feen that, after three years refiedlion, they had- 
found no room for material alteration. Where- 
as, on the contrary, the radical change of fea- 
tures which it now exhibits muffi fuggeft to 
every reflecting pcrfon this powerful obje6tion, 
that if Oppofition had carried their point three^ 
years ago, we fliould have been no nearer tran- 
quillity now ; fince, even in their own judge-^ 
ment, a fliill farther Reform would at this day 
have been neceflary ; and^ by parity of reafon, 
if the prefent plan were to be adopted, we 
ihould be equally expofed to the demand for 
ftill farther alteration, and (from the principle 
of change at the call of 'the multitude being ad*- 

mitted) 
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mitted) ftill more liable to the neceiSty of ind^-* 
finite conceffion. 

It IS felf-evident that thefe gentlemen would 
not have Ihifted from fo much ftronger to fo 
much weaker ground without fome irrefiftible 
motive. What, then, could that motive have 
been ? Clearly no other than this, they knew that^ 
if they attempted to bring up their old Bill unal- 
tered, the men they thought to conciliate would 
have dafhed it back-in their teeth. It was obvi- 
oufly for this reafon that the old plan of en- 
larging boroughs, by annexing to them a fur- 
rounding diftridl, f which Mr. Grattan then main- 
tained to be the wifeft and the jufteft medium 
between an overbearing ariftocratic power on 
the one hand, and a dangerous democratic in- 
fluence on the other,) has been given up, and 
this new fcheme of a departmental topography, 
exhibiting as much of the femblance of a popu- 
lar fufFrage as could exift without the reality, 
fubftituted in its room. But what is the lan- 
guage of this condudl ? Is it not the moft diredt 
contradidlion of all that they themfelves had 
ftated in their cenfures of the ftrong meafure* 
purfued by Government, and the moft irr.efra* 
gable proof of their own convidlion, that the men 
whom they wifhed to gratify are obftinate de- 
mocrats, to whom no plan of refprm would be ac- 
ceptable. 
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de{)table, but in proportion as it departed even 
from the forms of the exifting Conftitution ? 

Men whofe fole objedl is place and power for 
themfelves, let it coft what it may to their abufed 
and injured country, may eafily enough reconcile 
their hackneyed and callous confciences to fuch 
political debauchery. But if we fuifFer our lives 
and properties to be the ftake of their infernal 
game, we deferve the doom which awaits us. We 
have but one rational objedl, the fpeedy and per- 
manent tranquillizing of the country. The fin* 
gle interefting queftion to us is, how may this 
be moft certainly effected ? If the United Irifh- 
men could be confidered as defirous merely to 
correal abufes, but Hill cordially attached to the 
fubftance of the Conftitution, it might perhaps 
be rafli to affirm that no conciliatory meafure 
ought to be conceded ; but if, on the contrary, 
they are, notorioufly and avowedly, implacable 
enemies both to the form and fpirit of the Con- 
ftitution, affociated for the fole purpofe of over- 
throwing it, and determined never to relinquifli 
the conteft until that obje6t be accomplifhed, 
then what could be more frantic than to think 
of appeafing them by half-meafures ? And what 
more traiterous than to urge fuch half-meafures 
as muft incalculably increafe the ftrength of our 
opponents, and, at the fame time, deprive us 
of everv means of refiftance ? 

z How 
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How far the Conftitution, which we have hv^ 
therto valued as our beft inheritance, ought to be 
preferved, is a queftion for every man to deter- 
mine in his own bofom. But if it be indeed ait 
objedty by what means under Heaven can it be 
fecured, except by the moft unqualified refift- 
ance to the wretches who have combined to de- 
ftroy rt, and the moft unequivocal reprobation of 
their half-hearted, hypocritical, and, if poffible, 
ftili more hatefuly auxiliaries I 
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A REPLY 

TO THAT PART OF 

THE S P E EC H 

SAID TO BE DELIVERED BY 

•MR. FOX ON MR. GREY'S MOTION FOR REFORM, 

\ 

WHICH RESPECTS THE AFFAIRS OF IRELAND. 

Satis Eloquentiae, Sapientise Parum. Sallust. 



Harrogate, Jane «9, 1797. 

JoEING in a remote part of North Britain 
when the fptech afcribed to Mr. Fox, on Mr. 
Grey's late Motion for Reform, appeared in the 
public papers, I did not happen to meet it until 
a few days ago, when it was put into my hands 

in 
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Jn the form of a pamphlet. Accuftomed as ][ 
was to that Right. Hon. Gentleman's ftatements 
arefpedling the affairs of Ireland, the reprefenta- 
tion given of them here, and the argument de- 
duced from them in proof of the neceffity of an 
immediate Parliamentary Reform in Great Bri- 
tain, excited my aftonifhment. Never, I think, 
was a more confounded and mifchievous fabri- 
cation than the one, or a more defperate fallacy 
than the other, impofed upon the public^ 

I fhoiild be forry to attribute the groffnefs of 
the contrivance to the Gentleman in whofe name 
it is given to the world. Inflamed as he may be 
with the rage of party politics, I hope, and trufl:, 
that that milk of human kindaefs, for which he 
has ever got credit, is not yet fo curdled and 
ibured, and turned to venom within him, as that 
he could endeavour, deliberately and of fet pur- 
pofe, to help forward havock and maflacre in one 
<:ountry by his countenance, and excite them 
in another by his councils. He muft, unques- 
tionably, have been deceived' himfelf, before he 
couM thus become the deceiver and betrayer of 
others. He could only know the fituation of 
Ireland by the report of his friends in that king- 
dom. It is, therefore, not of his own falfehoods, 
but of theirs, falfehoods which, with all their 
icallous effrontery, they dared not have fent 

z z abroad 
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abroad in their own country, that this Gentle^ 
man is made, perhaps the unconfcious, but ftill 
the dangeroufly fedu6live, circulator through 
another community ; a community incompcrr 
tent, too generally, for want of accurate infor-^ 
mation^, to detect the impofture. 

As an inhabitant of that fifter kingdom, and 
a not carelefs obferver of the events which have 
occurred in it, and as a fincere friend to the 
welfare of the Empire at large, I think it my 
duty to contribute my mite toward guarding the 
public mind againft the effefts of this malig- 
nant libel. In doing this I Ihall not pretend to 
fpeak with philofophic coolnefs; my feelings 
would not permit me. Till within thefe very 
few weeks I have been almoft in the, mid ft of 
thofe horrors which the fabricators of thefe 
falsehoods have laboured to deepen. I have loft 
one invaluable friend* (and in him the country 
an ornament and an honour) by that infernal 
plan of cowardly cold-blooded aflaffination 
which thofe wretched politicians have helped to 
fofter by their indulgence. I have trembled, 
daily and hourly, for the fafety of many other 
dear friends, vvhofe honeft and a6live zeal put 

* The Rev* Dr. William Hamilton (author of the Letters 
en the Giant* 5 Cau/efwaj) afTaffinated in the month of 

/^pril. 1797- 

. them 



('173 ) 

them in perpetual jeopardy. I cannot, there- 
fore, but be warm. But I will not be unjuft; 
I will fpeak of things as they are, nothing ex- 
tenuate; nor, 1 appeal tp Heaven^ fet down 
aught in malice^ 

The Right Hon. Gentleman Is made to ftate, 
from the Report of the Secret Committees of 
the Irifh Parliament^ that the Seditious Societies 
in that kingdom were fmall in their beginnings, 
but have now increafed to the number of an 
hundred thoufand men. The following quef- 
tion is then put: ^* By what means have they 
*^ fo increafed, and who have been the converts 
^^ and profelytes who have fwelled their num- 
*^ bers to fo gigantic a fize ?" — To this it is an- 
fwered, " Obvioufly the men who had no fuch 
'^ defire, no fuch feelings, no fuch defign 
originally : obvioufly the perfons who had no 
other object in view in all the petitions which 
^* they prefented, and in all the applications 
** which they made, than Catholic Emancipa- 
^* tion and Reform of Parliament. This is ad- 
^' mitted by the Report." I muft here interrupt 
thb Orator for one moment to obferve that, in 
this inftance, he muft have deceived himfelf. 
The Report certainly admits no fuch thing, 
Jt allows, for fuch was the fadt, that they pro- 
feJJedtiO otljer objedl j but the hollow hypocrify 
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of this profeffion was fo felf-evident.as to im- 
pofc upon none, except fuch 5ls wiflied to be \n 
..error.. 

*^ The fpirit of reform/* the Speech proceeds, 
^^ fpread over the country .: they made humble, 
^^ earneft> and repeated applications to the Cqfile 
^« for redrefs, but there they found a fixed de- 
^^ termination to relift every claim. They made 
*^ their application to all the eminent and confi- 
** derable chara<Stersin the country, who had, qu 
^^ former occafions, diftinguilhed themfelves \n 
^^ the popular caufe. But,imfortunately,they wer^ 
^^ fo alarmed by the French revolution, and by 
*^ the cry fet up by Minifters, of the danger of 
** infedlion^ that they could not liften to the com- 
^^ plaint. What was the confequence ? Thefe 
*^ bodies of men, who found it in vain to expert 
*^ redrcfe from. the Government at the Caftle, or. 
*^ from the Parliament, and having no where 
^> elfe to recur to, joined the Societies whom the 
^^ Report ^ccafes of cherilhing the defire of fe-. 
^.* paration from England : and they imbibed 
*^ and became converts to thofe notions of 
*^ frantic ambition, which the Report lays to 
^' thieir charge, and which threaten confequences 
*' io dreadful and alarming^ that no man can 
;' ' contemplate^them without horrorr and difmay ." 

Had 
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ttad die difcrerion af thi&Gendetnan been but 
hai£ aa great as his volubility, he would have 
enquired into the grounds of this ftatement be- 
fore .he made himfelf refponfible for its truth ; 
and ftill more, before he drew from it thofe ar-r 
gumenta of alarm, by which he would urge his 
countrymen to rufli headlonfg down the fteepof 
d'ark and de^ratc experiment* But let not the 
People of Great Britain fuffer themfelves to be 
frighted forward ;by a phantom^ where they 
ought not to proceed a haif breadth but by the 
light of reafon, and the guidance of experience. 
I tellithcm, and every honeft- Irilhman,. who is 
acquainted with, . the ftate of his own country 
will tell them, that there is not an aflertion m 
this plaufible tale which is not a flagirant, vio- 
lation of the. moft not^jrious truth. 

But it involves much more than this. It is 
as grofs a libel upon honeft and refpeftable men 
as ever was circulated. The perfons who firft 
ftood forward in Ireland as advocates and peti- 
tioners -for Reform might have been erroneous 
in their ends, and were, perhaps, ftill more errone- 
ous in their expedients. Their AfTociat ions and 
Conventions, civil as well as military, virtually 
illegal beyond a doubt, but not then forbidden 
by any exprefs Statute, too furcly led the way, 
and furniflied a precedent for the more dangerous. 

com- 
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combinations that have followed. - But ftiU they 
were at heart attached to the Conftitution, and 
would not intentionally havepurfued its fuppoled 
improvement by hazarding its downfal. They 
were not men made for coalefcing with Confpi- 
racy, or participating in Treafon ; and fo far 
are they from having been profelyted by the 
wretches who call themfelves United Iri/bmerij 
that I doubt much whether the name of one in 
a thoufand of thofe original Reformifts was 
ever entered on the mufter- rolls of the feditious- 
They have b«en much more difpofed to di"op 
their purfuit for the prefent, even of moderate 
Reform, perfuaded that a hurricane feafon is not 
the time for unroofing an houfe. And many of 
them have gone ftill farther, and from convic- 
tion have given a firm and unqualified fupport 
to the meafures purfued by Government for 
crufhing infurredlion. 

The abfurdity rifes yet higher, when it is 
ilated in fuch piteous terms that they who now 
form the great body of the United Irifhmen 
made hicytible^ earnejty and repeated applications to 
Goveminent and to Parliament for redrefs. The 
notorious fadl is, that at leafl ninety-nine out of 
an hundred of thefe perfons (I am fure I fpeak 
much within bounds) never were concerned, di- 
recflly or indircftly, in any Petition for Parlia- 
mentary 



( 177 ) 

ttientiry Reform in the courfe of their lives j • 
hor did they ever rife from the fluggifh mafs 
until they were maddened into murderous afti- 
vity by the circulation oi Paine s Rights of Man^ 
and the peftilent fuggeftions of their own revo- 
lutionary leaders. Thefe laft knew their bufi- 
liefs too Well to hope for much from thofe who 
had adlually been Petitioners for Reform. Af- 
ter a few fruitlefs overtures, they Ihunned rather 
than fought them. '^ With countenance grim'* 
they ^^ glared on them paffing,'* and fkulked 
off to prowl for fitter prey among the dark 
places of fbciety. It was to indigence and idle- 
nefs, to wild delire and vulgar curiofity, to the 
giddy fervour of unthinking boys, and to the 
pride and avarice of fuccefsful Huckfters and 
Foreftallers, that they made their application. 
It was to the views and feelings of thefe that 
they fitted with infernal adroitnefs every cir- 
cumftanCe of their fyftem ; and to the attraftion 
that attended their fedu6live lures, in every one 
of thefe inftances, but not to difappointment, or 
defpair of any reafonable objedl in any inftance, 
do they owe the gigantic growth of their exe- 
crable fociety. 

But the cream of the jeft is lerved up when we 
are told, that they who on former occafions had 
diitinguifhed themfelves in the popular caufe, 

A a were 
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tvcre then faalarmed by the FrencJt Rerolutioff-^ 
that they could not liften to the popular conv- 
plaint- I ftiould be glad to know when this hap • 
pened. I defy the Right Hon. Gentleman, with 
all the aid he can obtain from his Irifh Inftruc- 
tors, to point out the period to which, fuch an 
aflertion is applicable. The iTnited Irifhmea 
did not exift as a fociety until December, 1791^ 
I am not pofitively certain that the queftion of 
Parliamentary Reform was taken up that very 
Seflion j but it is notorious that it was agitated 
largely and deeply in the next Seflion ; and even 
brought forward once moreen the next after that* 
And on that occafion (I think in March^ 1 794,) 
I well reij;lfiember to have heard the gentleman, 
who fec6nded the motion for the Bill being re- 
ceived and read, declare, that he and his friends 
liad fo little encouragement from the Public, 
that they only brouglit the bufinefs on from a 
regard to their own conliftency, ** For (faid he) 
/^ how can we hope to fucceed wheji we are not 
^^ fupported bya/;?^/^ Petitian?^^ 

The truth was, that not the ufual fupporters 
€)£ Reform within, but rather the original pro^ 
motersof it without doors, were fo difcouraged 
by the unufual circumftances of the times, and 
fif-embarrafled by the frantic propofitions of the 
'United Irifhmen, who were juft then beginning 

19 
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to Ipeak out, that they were not difpofed to takct 
^nyftep whatever; and as to the United Irifli-^ 
men themfelves, the Bill having any thing of a 
conftitutional ooiT^plexion, was fufficient to make 
them defpife it in their hearts. Their opinioa 
on this fubjecft was very plainly declared fo.me. 
time after, by their mouth-piece, Dn Drennan. 
^* That bill (faid he) was dictated by a penuri- 
ous and ftaxv^ling policy: it feemed to proceed 
from a discouraged oppofitien wifhing to obtain 
ibmething rather than to fuit e generous Adpiir 
niftration willing to give alL By attaching the 
oldejl mberttance of the lahole people to certaia 
round fpots of earth, it gave a locality to Li- 
berty inconfiftent with nature, paling in, as 
with pieces of packthread, the liberality of the 
Conftitution, and circumfcribing, with brief 
authority^ the principles of eternal juftice.**', 

m 

What, thci^ore, the Gentleman coiJd meai^ 
by faying of his friends that at one particuUr 
time they cQidd not attend to the complaint of 
thofe who petitioned for Parliamentary R^fm^ J 
^m utterly at a lofe to conjecture, unle6 perhaps 
he alluded to that brief period of their own ahc^'^ 
five adnmifiration^ and intended fome fort of a 
laoie apology for their groj& uicoofiftency. Than 

* liCttjer to Earl fitzwillianU'— 1795* 

ASiZ it 
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it muft indeed be allowed they dropped the 
bulinefs of Parliameptary Reform quite and 
clean. But Ihall we believe that they did fo 
from any extraordinary alarm which the French 
Revolution juft then gave them, when we know, 
that though the danger was precifely the fame^ 
.they evidently felt no fuch alarm either before 
or afterward ? Is it ppffible for duUnefs itfelf not 
to difcover at ohce, that it arofc folely from a 
little official nervoufnefs which they contracted 
from the air of the caftle, but which they in- 
flantly threw off when they returned to a pure? 
latmofphere ? 

But flippofing that to be proved (which ne- 
ver can be proved) that the refentment of the 
partifans of Reform, at being difappointed in 
their favourite objeift, had tended to fwcU the 
numbers of the United Irifhmen, ftill the con- 
clufion of this Gentleman refpe6ling the crime 
. of the Irifh Government in refufing it would 
not follow ; becaufe it might ftill be fhewn, that 
on every ground of reafon and found policy the 
thing in queftion was impracticable. On the 
Gentleman's own principles one great end of 
ftich a confeffion ought to be, popular fatisfyc^ 
tkn, tp gratify the claimants, and attach theti^ 
piore firmly to the Conftitution. But how could 
^J}i§ en4 \>^ f?9^red untU it was known what 
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would gratify the claimants? And again, how 
could the claimants make this known until they 
had firft: m:^de lip their own mind^ on what they 
themfelves would be at ? When the people un- 
derftand their own wiflies, ^nd when tjie obvi- 
ous reafonablenefs of thofe wilhes has wrought ^ 
general and fixed agreement of fentiment, it may 
be politic as well as jufl: to concede, becavife it 
may then be hoped that the conceflion will pro- 
duce fatisfadlion. But when the agreement of the 
people confifts in nothing more than their com^ 
mon ufe of a cant term, which admits of, and 
actually bears, ian hundred different meanings ; 
when, at the utmoft, they have merely fettled that 
"they are to quit th^e ground they have hitherto 
occupied, but no two of them are united in their 
choice of a new ftation ; when even the fame 
men are never long of the fame opinion,but think 
this the bell of all pofBble plans to-day, and 
that the beft of all poflible plans to-morrow ; 
amidthisunappeafable anarchy of the mind, thjs 
*Mifcordwith.athouf^nd various mouths/* what, 
* in the name gf heaven, is to be (done ? Are they 
' who are charged with that moft awful and moft 
delicate of all trulls, the fafety of a community, 
^ to rufh forward, and adl at random on the wild 
" fuppofition that any thjn^ that can be called re- 
FORM will charm dpwn the tumult ? Or are they 
fpanfuUy, but coolly, tp withftajid tjie madnefs, 

the 
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make any change until there be jG3mething like 
ifnity of fentiment concerning it^ and until the 
elear and fteady iiream of comnton fenfe can be 
diftinguifhed from th^ cafual torrents of preju- 
dice and paflion ? If this be the wifer courfcj 
then may the refufers of Reform in Ireland fet 
thofe who accufe them at defiance. Nay, they 
may fafely engage to acknowledge, not only that 
they have made the people traitors through def^ 
pair, but that they are defperate traitors them- 
felves, as foon as it fhould be proved that they 
have rejcfted a fingle fpecified demand for Par- 
liamentary Reform, which any honeft looker-on 
could have pronounced to be fupportcd by a ge- 
neral and fixed agreement, I will not fay of the 
majority y but of the thoujandth fart of the com- 
munity.. 

** But,** fays the Gentleman, ^^ will any one 

* argue, that if Reform had been conceded to 
^ the eighty or an hundred thoufand moderate 

* petitioners, you would have this day to lament 
^ the union of an hundred thoufand men, bent 
^ on objedls fo extenfivc, fo alarming, fo cala- 
^ mitous T The chimera of the hundred thou- 
sand moderate petitioners has already been dif- 
pofed of; to the fpirit of the queftion I hefitate 
not tp anfweTi that the Gentleman's nojlrum 

would 
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wodd be no fort of fecurity againft the difeafe* 
On this point, the cafe of the United State? of 
America has more force than all the dcclama-* 
tion in the world. Tbere^ all the infafiible pre- 
ventatives of the Right Hon. Gentleman[exifted 
in their fuUeft extent. The people had them- 
felves made the Government, that Government 
xefted on the broadeft bafis^ and the individual 
was identified with the State as much as-was pof- 
fible in the nature of things. Yet fhere Jaco- 
binifm cftabliflied itfelf in its rankeft form, 
jpread its deadly infcdlion widely and rapidly 
through the community, and threatened (and, 
perhaps, ftill threatens,) every calamity that Ire- 
land has apprehended, without a poffibility of 
recurring to equally cfFedluaV means of preven- 
tion. There it was found neceffary (in a man- 
ner that Ireland has not yet been reduced to,, 
and, through God's good providence^ never may,) 
to brave the ^^ aflertors" of the felf- fame prin- 
ciples ^* in the open field ;'* and a levy of fif- 
teen thoufandmen (made, indeed, with difficulty^ 
from perfons of the fame fpirit with the Gentle- 
man's friends in. Ireland, having inftilled into 
their minds that, they were called out to cut the 
throats of their fellow-citizens, merely in order Xo 
fupport the rich creditors of the State,) and an 
cxpence of a million and a half of dollars were 
deemed but fufiicient to reprefs the infurre(5lion. 

But 
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But what followed ? The venerable Washi J^c^^ 
TON returned from conducing this armament, 
not to enjoy his own higheft happinefs in the re- 
llored order of his country, but to face the fame 
pernicious influence where he was far lefs able 
to combat it. Hj returned to be braved and in- 
fulted by the French Minifler in his audience- 
chamber, and to be mortified and humiliated by 
the infatuation of his countrymen in the Aflem- 
bly of the States. From the Congrejs being ^re^ 
cifely what this Gentleman would make our Par^ 
liament ^^ the jaithful organ of the people's 
^^ 'Voill'^ it refledled and concentrated, inftead 
of reprefling and cooling, their madnefs. Nearly 
one half of the Lower Houfe were found to be 
fmitten with the frenzy; and the qucftion which 
was to determine whether North America was to 
keep its place amongft the Nations, or to be- 
ccrne the minion and the Jlave of imperious 
France^ was decided on the fide of reafon, ho- 
nour, and intereft, by a fingle vote. It was no 
wonder that the hoary Prefident revolted from 
the hazard of fuch another trial ; that he re- 
figned a Government for which he could no 
longer be refponfible, and withdrew to his na- 
tive Ihades to pafs the evening of his illuftrious 
life, thus difmally beclouded, in weeping over 
the difgraces of his beloved, but infatuated 
country. 

. At 
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At the touch of this fingle faft all the unfuBr- 
ftantial pageants of our pohtical Proffero wafte 
into thin air. In America there had been no 
unwife, unpift^ impolitic refufal of Reform to 
turn moderate petitioners into defperate infurgents. 
They already poflefled much more than perhaps 
even this Gentleman might be willing to con- 
cede, and no deviation from original principles 
could be proved againft the truftees of power* 
Yet the fymptoms of difafFeftion were fiercer 
and more virulent than they have yet been in 
Ireland, notwithftanding all the fuppofed pro- 
vocations, ^* The blaze," fays one of the moll 
fkgacious American writers, ^^ did not indeed 
** communicate itfelf with fuch rapidity as it 
•* had done in Prance^ nor did it rage with fo 
^^ much fury when it had caught ; however fuch 
** was the indefatigablenefs of the Democratic 
** Club, that more enmity was excited to the gene- 
*' ral Government in the fpace of fix months, 
*^ than was excited againft the Colonial Govern-^ 
^^ mertf at the time of the declaration of indepen- 
*^ dence.^^ But why was the blaze of Jacobinifra 
lefs rapid and lefs furious than in France? 
" Not," fays our Author, *• becaufe there was 
^^ any want of art or malice on the part of the 
*^ incendiaries ;" but becaufe the matter they 
had to work upon was lefs advantageoufly placed* 
tt did not, as in moft European Nations, lie ia 

B \sy clofe 
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cldfe eontatft ; nor was it equally fitted to com- 
municate the flame. The population was thinly 
fcattered over a vaft fpace, and there was little 
idlenefs or mendicancy. If communication had 
been as eafy, indigence as general, and herds of 
ragabonds and ruffians as readily colleAed in 
America as in Ireland, can we hefitate to pro- 
nounce what would ha\^e been the event ? If the 
Government (the object of all this rancour, 
notwithftanding its perfe£lion^) was but barely 
able to keep its ground^ as matters aftually floods 
what muft have been its fate, if the fpeculativc 
traitors in the Clubs and in the Congrefs could 
have found, in thofe dregs of Society which 
they had not, but which every populous country 
mvfi bave^ hordes of ferocious men, a thirft for 
their doftrines, and prompt to execute their 
purpofes? In that cafe, they would not have 
confined their vengeance to the heheading of a 
roqfted Pig^* as the emblematic reprefentativc 

* The fadl heipe referred to is thus (hued by the acute atij 
well-informed Author of the Hiftorv of American Jacobins* 
** Nor," fays he, *' were marks o£ /eroci/j wanting: at a 
'* dinner at Philadelphia (at which a fer/on high In office was 
«^ prefent) a roafted pig became the Reprefentative of Louis 
*^ the i^ths and it being the Anoiyerfarf. of his murder^^ the 
" pig's head was fevered &om his tyody, and then carried 
*f round to each of the convivesy who> after placing the Liberty* 
** cap upon his own head, pronounced the word Tyrant^ and 
•* gave die poor little animal's head a chop with his knife." 

of 
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of Mm who had helped them to independence, 
the unfortunate Lou i s, but would have wreaked 
it on the living objeAs of their more intimate 
malevolence, the virtuous Washington, the 
wife Adams, And the other a6live oppofers of 
revolutionary profligacy. 

What may be yet the fate of thofe excellent 
men, and of that vaft Country which they aro 
endeavouring to fave from itfelf. Heaven only 
knows. It is long fince Adams, the prefent 
Prefident (raifed to that dignity againft the ef- 
forts of the[ Jacobins, by a majority of three 
voices,) gave his opinjon, as plainly as prudence 
would admit, that the American Conftitution 
was but a fair-weather bark, and not calculated 
for political ftorms. ^^ The United States/* 
fays he, in the preface of his excellent work on 
Republics^ " are large andpopulous Nations, in 
•^ comparifon of the Grecian Commonwealths^ 
•^ or even the Swifs Cantons, and aje growing 
*^ every day more dilproportionate, and, there- 
*^ fore, lefs capable of being held together by 
*^ fimple Governments. Countries that increafe 
^* fo rapidly as the States of America did, even 
^^ during fuch an impoverifhing and deftraftive 
*^ War asthelaft, are not to be bound long with 
^^ filk threads : lions, young or old, will not be 
^^ reftrai^e^ by cobwebs/* Enough, however, 

^h% has 
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has happened there already, to teach all who 
are fufceptible of hiftruftion that to under-^ 
talke to conciliate Jacobins is to ♦^ caft pearls 
before fwine." They •' will trample theni 
** under their feet," as the Scripture fays, 
*^ and turn again and rmdyou^^ 



^ But we not only can tell what this gentleman's 
Specific o{ timely concejjion would not have efFe6l-r 
ed ; we can alfo afcertaln its pojitive effedls froni 
much ftronger authority than the vifions of his 
high-raifed fancy. We have been informed on 
this fubjeA by the United Irilhmen themfelves. 
The well-known Author of " a Letter to Lofd 
*^ FiTzwiLLiAM,'* already mentioned as the 
mouth-piece of that fraternity, very frankly de-r 
Clares, on behalf of his brethren, ** that any 
*^ kind of refomiy lincerely put into execution, 
^^ would do mud to plea/e, but not to satisfy^ 
^* the people. j4ny reform," fays he, ** once 
^^ made, would make evert reform afterward 
*^ more eafy ; when adopted, it would tend to 
*^ perfeA itfelf. It may walk on as Catholic 
^^ Emancipation, from gradual to total.*" — 
What total reform means in the vocabulary of 
the United Iriflimen need not be explained. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman hi;5:rfelf is aware^^ 

* Pxennan's Lett^ to £<irl Fitzwilliaffl,...!^^;, 
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that it threatens cbnfequences which no one can 
$:ontemplate without horror and difmay. 

Of the weighty truth of Do6lor Drennan's 
candid acknowledgement, the leading Members 
of the Irifh legiflature were juftas well apprized 
(however a few ia that Aflembly might have 
contrived to fliut their eyes) as the United 
Irifhmen themfelves. Reafon told them, that 
if they fliould once begin to alter the frame- work 
of the Conftitution, merely in obedience to the 
call of Aggregate Meetings and Primary Aflem- 
)blies, it would be impoflible to reftrain the wan- 
tonnefs pf fpeculation : that every conceffion 
would beget new demands, and furnifh a prece- 
dent for their being complied with; and that at 
icachftep the claimants muft grow ftronger, and 
they themfelves become ftill lefs capable of re- 
finance. They knew alfo, from their own expe- 
rience, that however proper it might be to adopt 
new meafures on the ground of unqueftionable 
utility, it was idle to cxpeft much even from thefe, 
in the way of popular gratification. They them- 
felveshad done mope of this kind than perhaps 
any cotemporary Government upon earth. 
They had raifed the Irijb Catholics from the 
lyretchednefs to whiph the fcverity of the penal 
code had reduced them, to every thing but do- 
jainion. They had relieved the loweft clafles 

from 
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from the only direft tax that they fufFcred, the 
Hearth Duty. They had complied with popular 
wifhes of a more elevated kind, by adopting va- 
rious laws, tending to affimilate more perfectly 
the Irijb to the Britijb Conftitution. They were 
even making arrangements in the EleBion Laws, 
which implied a degree of fubftantial Parlia^ 
mmtary Reform already, and which, by being 
gradually extended, (as no one could doubt but 
they would be, if frantic turbulence would but 
leave fcope for the free exercife of reafon^) 
would efFe<5l by fafe, but fure, degrees, every 
thing that the true intereils of the country 
could require. And yet, after all, they have 
feen the populace more agitated and reftlefs 
than ever ; the ignorant vulgar panting for 
they know not what ; their inlidious feducers 
burning for Revolutionary Power ; and human 
wolves and tigers already burfting, in horrid 
herds, through the fences of the community, 
to gorge themfelves with the blood of the inno- 
cent and the fpoils of the induftrious. And 
ought they, then, in the frantic hope of ap- 
pealing thcfe implacable beafts, to have weak- 
ened thofe fences ftill more, or, perhaps, broken 
them down entirely ? Ought they to have con- 
ceded that whigh the claimants themfelves ac- 
Juiowledged they only afked for hoftile purpofes, 

merely 
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merely to difarm the Government and to arm 
themfelves ? The Right Hon. Gentleman aflerts 
ibey ought, and imputes their doing otherwife to 
*^ Ihort-fighted pride and obftinacy/' — ^* In their 
*^ fhort-fighted pride and obftinacy," fays he, 
*^ they turned a deaf car to the fupplicant, and 
*' they have now, perhaps, in the open field to 
** brave the aflertor.'* 

To thzx Jbort'Jigbted pride and obftinacy^ as 
this Gentleman, with ^trhdi^s hr Jborter-Jighted 
' pride y and much more invincible ohJlinacy\ is 
^kafed to mifcal it, it is to be gfcribed tli;gLt wc 
have at this moment lefsand lefs reafon to appre- 
hend the accomplifliment of his gloomy pre- 
di49:ions. It was this fteady refiftance to crude 
^id incongruous theory, which has kept the 
political power of the State unmutilated and vi- 
gorous, and by that means fecured a refource 
for property and life, whe» the energy of the 
law was cramped by that chilling dread ,which. 
made the coward perjure himfelf, and drove 
even the honeft man from the Jury-bo;c. Had 
they been lefs ^^ proitd'' and lefs ^^ o^flinaUy^ 
wc never Ihould have witnisflfed thofe fa,lutary 
exertiohs which have already obliged the 
combined traitors in the province of Ulfter 
to deliver up thofe hidden ftores of weapons 
which they had provided againft the day of 

flaughter. 
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daughter, and themfelves to come ift, in crowcisV 
to lay hold on the proffered mercy.* The 
oppofition made to fuch meafures, if any fuch 
meafures could have been propofed at all, 
would not have been that filly contemptible 
difplay of malice mingled withweaknefs which 
we have lately witneffed, and which ferved 
only to remind us of the viper and the ^le^ 
They would have been fcouted at once by a 
mob-dependent majority* The Executive Go- 
vernment, unnerved by an overbearing Fac- 
tion, would have been, not as now, the awe. 
and dread, but the fcorn and derifion, of 
high-crefted Jacobinifm. Sure enough there 
might have been no room for ^^ braving its 
** aflertors in the open field/* They would have 
obtained an eafier and afpeedier triumph by. 
a Parliament formed to their wifh or pliant 
to their will. What the caft and charafter 
oi fuch a Parliament would have been, we 
may calculate by the few who even now 
dare to pollute the Irifti Senate by rank ef- 
fufions of fedition. What its moft moderate 
meafures would have been, we may alfo infer 
from that late proof of vile fuccumbency to 
even the vulgarities of Democracy, their new 

. * See the laft Report of the Secret Committee of the Houfe 
of Commons, — Pages lo and ii, — Iiiih Edition, 
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tnodetted Reform BiJl; an iaftancc of depar- 
ture from their own former principles and 
profellions^ at once fo abfurd^ fo mean, and 
fo hypocritical, that the mover of fuch a 
Bill, in order to be in charaAer with his 
work, ought previoufly to have been unpoW" 
dered and cropt^ and have named himfelf 
EgalitS. 
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T has no doubt been frequently obferved, that 
in the various publications by which the vo- 
taries of Democracy, whether in France, Great 
Britain, or Ireland, have laboured to fpread their 
principles, and promote their fchemes, there is 
no one expreflion which occurs fo frequently as 
'' the Public Will," or, '' The Will of the Peo- 
^^ ple.^ Of this^ we are fpmetimes told, that law 
is, or ought to be, the expreflion ; of this^ it has 
been faid that the Legiflature fliould be the or- 
gan ; and in this country in particular, in order 
to convince us at once that Parliamentary Re- 
form is indifpenlible, we have been aflured that 
the Houfe of Commons in its prefent flate ^^ is 
*^ not calculated to exprefs our deliberate will 
*^ on any fubjeft of importance/* 

That fo many different perfons fliould agree in 
ufing the fame words, without attaching to them 

a deter- 
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a determinate meaning, is incredible ; nor can 
it be fuppofed that they Ihould repeat the ex- 
preflion fo very frequently as they have done, 
unlefsthe fenfe, which it conveyed, was deemed 
to be of confequence ; we may, therefore, fairly 
conclude that this term '* the Will of the 
People," exprefTes a notion which thofe gen- 
tlemen have well weighed and confidered, and 
that it conflitutes a fort of foundation-ftone ia 
their fyftem. 

What the friends of Democracy in thiscoun- 
try mean by *' the People," they have left us 
at no lofs to determine; we know, from their re- 
peated declarations, that by this term they in- 
tend the whole aggregate of males who have at- 
tained the. age of twenty-one years, vagabonds 
and infane perfons excepted. Now as this de • 
finition is too plain to admit illuftration, all 
that remains for us to enquire is, w^hat we 
are to underftand by the will of this numerous 
body. 

And here we can fcarcely miftake, becaufe, 
if we take for our guide the ufe of words in 
common fpecch, which, in this inftance, parti- 
cularly, is alone competent to direct: ui, we 
can only underftand this term in one poffible 
fcnfc, viz. *' The good pleafure^ or optional 

de- 
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*^ determination of the People." And as in our 
common conduft we never think of exercifing 
our willy except in thofe cafes where we are at li- 
berty to aft as we think proper, it follows that, in 
order to make fenfe of theexpreflion in queftion, 
it muft be fuppofed to imply that the great body 
of the people have an inherent right to aft in 
all political matters as they j^leafe^ without re^- 
llriftion or limitation. 

Having thus fixed the meaning of the term, 
let us calmly enquire into its propriety. And 
here we cannot avoid obferving, that perfons in 
their reafon very feldom talk about their will. A. 
man of common fenfe, or of common politenefs, 
finds himfelf fo bound on every fide, by the num - 
berlefs claims and engagements, the greater and 
the lefler duties* of focial life, that fcarcely in 
a fingle cafe does he profefs to aft merely as he 
pleafes. If, in any indifferent manner, he aftu- 
ally ufes this prerogative, his underftanding or 
his modefliy, makes him cautious in an avowal 
which might be more likely to evince the obftt- 
nacy than tlie dignity of his nature. 

But, in matters of a moral, nature, where the 
principles of truth or jufliice are in queflion, to 
talk of will would be confidered as involving an 
abfurdity too grofs to be tolerated. If^ for in- 
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ftance, aj udge on the bench Ihould fay, ^^ it is my* 
*^ will theit fuch a fentence Ihould be executed;'* 
if a jury fhould pronounce it their will, that 
this or that perfon Ihould be deemed guilty; if 
even an arbitrator between two difputants fhould 
declare it his will that the matter in difpute 
Ihould be thus or thus determined, would not 
every perfon who heard it be fhocked at the grie- 
voufnefs of the nonfenfe, andrefolve it into ab- 
folute infanity ? And, yet, if we conlider for a 
moment, we aiuft be fenlible, that the rule holds 
equally good in every cafe where God or out 
neighbour has claims upon us, and that, confe- 
quently, it is equal madnefs to think or fpeakof 
uling our u'i/V, in any matter where we are bound 
-by the laws of nature or of fociety to a6l in 
order to a certain end, and to adhere to certain 
determinate rules of condudl. 

Now, whatever force thefe obfervations may 
have refpefting individuals, they have infinitely- 
greater force with regard to fociety at large. 
For it muft be granted that, an individual may 
fometimes ufe his will, that is, he may in fome 
cafes acSl as he pleafes. For infta'nce, he may ge- 
nerally choqfe the colour or the fafhion of his 
coat; or he may, for the moffc part, determine 
whether he will wear his own hair or a peruke ; 
or, if he does not live in the fafhionable world, 

Be 
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he ihay fix the hour of his meals, or of his rifirig 
up and lying down ; becaufe thefe and fuch like 
matters are completely indifferent, they termi- 
nate in a man's fclf, and are followed by no con- 
fequences. But in matters which concern fociety 
nothing is indifferent. Every movement h^s 
its effedls; every flep, more or lefs, afFefts hu- 
man happinefs. Here, therefore, there is no 
room, no imagiilable pretence, for talking about 
will, becaufe, in no polKble cafe, are we left to 
aft aswepleafe. In tvcty inftance we are bound 
by the mofl folemn and irreverlible obligations 
that the laws of our nature cari lay upon us, to 
purfue one determinate eiid, the public good^ and, 
in doing fo, to adhere as uniformly to the guid- 
anceof reafon, of judgement, and of confcience, 
as any arbitrator, juror, or judge in the world. 

To place this matter, if poffible, iti a flill 
fttdhger light, let it be conlidered, that the a6l* 
ing part of political fociety never a6l merely 
for themfelves. In all communities, even thofe 
of the moft popular form, there muft be a very 
numerous portion, who, either from age, or fex, 
are incapable of taking any Ihare in the manage- 
ment of the ftate, although they are as really 
interefted in its concerns, as its moft efficient 
members. Of thefe, therefore, the acting 
members of the community are the guardians 
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or truftees ; and they are not only under every 
obligation that can be fuppofed to exift in a 
common truft, but under infinitely greater ones ; 
in as much as infinitely greater evils may arife 
from their mifconducSl. Now what fhould we 
think of the guardians of a minor, or the 
truftees of a public charity, who, in any matter 
relative to their charge, would talk of exercifing 
their will? Would we not inftantly conclude 
that they had loft either all underftanding or all 
cqgfcience, and that, in either view, they were 
utterly unqualified for their fun<5lio.ns? Is it, 
then, poffible to conceive any t||iAg more ex- 
quifitely abfurd, than for one moment to admit 
fuch a fentiment, or ufe fuch an expreiiion, in 
a cafe where the fanftity of the truft rifes 
beyond all proportion, where the happinefs 
of millions is perpetually at ftake, and where, 
confequently, thofe who aft are under the 
moft awful refponfibility to God, to their 
country, and to pofterity ? 

If, however, the term in queftion was merely 
abfurda it might be fuffered with a thoufand 
other abfurdities to pafs quietly down the ftrean^ 
of time into the^ dark an^d filcn^ gulph of ob- 
livion ; but it is much more than abfurd, it i$ 
mifchievous, becaufe it leads direftly to opi* 
nions and principles the moft d^ftrutftive to the 
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peace and happinefs of fociety that it ispoffiblc 
for the human mind to conceive. 

It is fonlewhat extraordinary, that gentlemen 
ivho hold tftemfelves forth as the determined 
champions of liberty fliould at the very time 
when they arfe burning with zeal for the riglits 
of man, ruih into the very extreme of defpotiim. 
Strange, however, as this may appear, it is nei- 
ther more nor lefs than the fimple faft, and 
whoever confiders their fyftem with candid at- 
attention will fp'eedily be convinced, that while' 
they declaim againft the exifting Government 
^s oppreffive and injurious, the priiidples whicU 
they themfelves have adopted tend diredlly to 
the moft defperate fpecies of arbitrary govern- 
ment that ever the. earth was curfed with. 

The eflential charafter of arbitrary po^er 
does not confift in the government being in the 
hands- of one, or of a fewperfons; itconfifts 
limply in its being a government of will. 
And as the government becomes more arbitrary 
in proportion as the will on which it depends 
is kfs liable to reftraint, fo when that ^e;i//is fub- 
je(9:to no reftrainii whatever, then defpotifm has 
attained it^ petfeAion, it has arrived at that 
point which it cannot pafs. N^w, although it 
is xmdeniable that the fubjedlion of a whole 
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community to the will of one or of a few per-? 
fons is a very wretched degradation, yet, in thi$ 
cafe, the evil, though fevere, is feldom defperate, 
Reftraints are felt by the government, though 
they rnay not be acknowledged. The political 
power is, in fome degree, checked and counter- 
balanced by the phyfical force of the people j 
and, in order to fecure the permanency of the 
po\yer and the tranquillity of the people, feme re- 
gard muft be had to the Uws of Juftice, Huma- 
nity, and Ppcorum* Thefe, therefore, as well 
as other circumftances, which it would be eafy 
to adduce, have, at leaft, a palliative operation ; 
and we find, accordingly, that, at this day, np 
Monarchy nor Ariftocracy in Europe, furnifhes 
an example of pure, unmixed, practical def- 
potifm. But when the multitude in any coun-. 
try is unfortunate enough to poflefs itfelf of the 
fovereign p9wer, when the people, inftead of 
deftrpying defpptifm, aftually aflume the place 
pf the defpot, and in lieu of his will fubftitute 
their own, there arbitrary government appears 
in its moft iinilhed form ; there it admits pf np 
CorrecSlion, no palliation ; its power is as un- 
limited as the will on which it depends abfqlute , 
it is phyfically, as well as politically, fupreme ;( 

j^nd, i)ot being under any nec^ffity of attending 
%Q tlxofe principles wftiich are binding .upon in- 
dividual 
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dwidual man, it exercifes almoft the omnipo- 
tence of a God, 

Let us, for a moment, pidlure to ourfelves 
the ftate of things which in fuch circumftances 
mufl: neceflarily take place. Let us fuppofe the 
People, the mixt multitude, fet completely free 
from every reftraint which had been impofed 
upon them by the habits and cuftoms of regu- 
lar fpciety, the gradations of rank, the inftitu- 
tions of civil polity, and the authority of go- 
vernment, and in a fituation not only to pro- 
nounce their i^/7/, but, when pronounced, to en- 
force it. Let us fuppofe them to be fully pof- 
feffed of the opinion that the Sovereignty is in 
tiemf elves y and that their will is thefupreme lazv ; 
and, laftly, let us fuppofe them to know and feel 
their own ftrength, and to be fatisfied that 
whatever they may determine upon muft infaU 
libly he Juhnitted to; (for the Sovereignty of the 
public will implies all thefe particulars, or it 
Cleans nothing at all :) and then let us fee whe- 
ther we can form an idea of a ftate of fociety, in 
which the fituation of individuals could be more 
hazardous, in which there would be lefs fecu- 
yity for Property, for Liberty, or for Life, in 
which freedom of fpeech would be more com- 
pletely annihilated, in which meek virtue and 
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modeft worth would be more helplefsly expofed 
to the infults and injuries of favage ferocity 
and brutal violence ; in a word, in which there 
would be a more calamitous conjunction of un- 
centroulable defpotifm and frantic anarchy. 

In this Empire of the Public Will let us ima- 
gine a cafe not only probable but inevitable. A 
difference of opinion to arife on fome fubjedl of 
importance. Wc need liot alk with whom the 
power of pronouncing the will of the people 
would refidc; we know it would of neceffity be- 
long to the numerical fnajorify. But it may con- 
cern us to enquire what might be the fituation 
of the minority on fuch ati occalion ? Would 
their opponents certainly confine themfelves to 
the mere weapons of reafoii and argument ? In 
cafe the unfucccfsful few fhould be betrayed into 
any of thofe afperities of language, thofe figures 
of enraged rhctorick, in which difappointed op- 
pofition is prone to vent itfelf, would the many^ 
triumphant in their fuccefs, and taught by the 
firft principles of their f}rftemto command tdithcv 
than to red/on^ be, notwithftanding, patient and 
liberal, and refrain from ufing the force of which 
they would be pofTelTed ? If in any inftance 
they fhould fo far rife above the common in- 
firmities of human nature, it would be, at moft, 
a precarious forbearance, to be admired rather 
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than relied upon. But if, as might much 
more naturally be expefted, they Ihould yield 
to thofe paffions, to which majorities are no 
lefs liable than minorities^ and on which in 
their cafe there could be no poffible controul ; 
if in the infolence of elation, they Ihould be 
led to confider the vanquiftied party as rebels 
againft their fVillj and traitors to their So- 
vereignty^ and if, in confequencc, they ihould 
fend them by hundreds to prifon, or by 
fcores to the gibbet or the guillotine ; to what 
quarter under Heaven could the deplorable vic- 
tims betake themfelves ; to what tribunal ap- 
peal ; to what umpire commit their caufe ? 
Could they hope to move the Public Will by 
expoftulation, or to foften it by intreaty ? Alas ! 
Mercy is no attribute of an impaffioned multi- 
tude. The Majefty of the People is too much 
deafened by its own noife, to hear the ftill 
voice of perfonal anguifh. What then remains ? 
Merely to fubmit, to imitate the Canadian fa- 
vage, who caught in the vortex of Niagara, 
and knowing that it is in vain to ftru^le, lies 
down in his canoe, and refigns himfelf without 
an effort to the headlong violence of the catara A* 

To evince the juftnefs of this melancholy 
ftatement, we need not unrol the volume of 
kiftory. The principle itlelf, as well as the 
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compleat exemplification of it, feems fo hate 
been referved for our own times, and if we rufh 
into the gulph, it mtift be with our eyes operi. 
For to what fource can we trace the matchlefs 
miferies of that wretched country, which is, at 
this day, both the deteftation and the dread of all 
the thinking part of Europe, but to the preva- 
lence of that execrable dodlrine, the sove^ 

REIGNTY OP THE PUBLIC WILL? Th'lS \\\€\t 

falfe philofophers had ftrenuoufly inculcated, 
and this their fpeculative politicians had Hill 
more unfortunately recognized and adopted. 
And when once this maddening principle was 
fent abroad amongft the people, it was in vain 
afterwards to fay, '^ it Ihall operate in this or 
*^ that particular mode." When the will of the 
people was acknowledged to be fovereign, it 
was nugatory in the extreme to tell them, you 
Ihall not aft by yourfelves, but by your repr^* 
fentatives. Who was competent to tell them 
this ? The moffc ignorant fool in the community 
muft have detefted the grofsnefs of the incon- 
fiftency, and have felt that if the Public Will 
was fovereign, no derived power could prefcribe 
to it a mode of operation. He muft at once 
have been fenfible, that if law was nothing but 
the expreflion of that will, and magiftracy no- 
thing but its agent, the one muft be revocable, 
and the other difmiffible at pleafiare \ an^d that 
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Confequently obfervance of the one and oiDedi-* 
ence to the other, muft be completely optional 
both with refpedl to degree and continuance* 
iSo much, I fay, every illiterate favage was com- 
petent to underftand^ and prompt to praftice. 
But the metaphyfical niceties of general and in-- 
dividual will, of the whole community and its 
parts> thofe cobweb threads, by which the 
giant, after being turned loofe, was to be 
bound to his good behaviour, thefe were objedU 
too minute for the optics of the populace to 
perceive. Thefe, therefore, were fent back to 
the legiflators^ as raw niaterials for that bauble 
of a conftitution, the elaborate work of years,* 
and the plaything of days, admired, as childreii 
to their toys, for a moment^ and then torn to 
pieces. Here^ therefore, in the inebriating 
:(orce of this ardent fpirit of falfe philofophy^. 
we find the caufe» the adequate, the neceili«<; 
tating caufe of every thing that followed. Of 
the folemn adoption and giddy violation of en*« 
gagement after engagement^ and oath aftef 
oath. Of the rapid fuccefii9n of fadlioa ta 
faction, each in its turn beginning its career 
in the plenitude of popular confidence, and 
terminating it in the murky dungeon,^ ot on the 

♦ The Committee of Conftitution was appointed, July 6i 
#789, and the ConftitutiQ^ was accepted by dit King, Sep^ 
ttad)eri4tb, 1791. 
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ehfanguihed fcafFold. Of the domineering lii* 
fblence of the galleries, and the vile and vi^ 
cious fubmiffion of the fenate. Of the more 
than Turkifti defpotifm of the reigning de- 
magogues, and the more than Cannibal cruelty 
of the infurgent multitude. Of the fportive 
carnage, the cold deliberate maflacre, the mock 
trial, and the accumulated execution. In a 
word^ of that feries of unparalleled enormities 
at whifch a Nero or a Domitian might have 
Juddered, arid which late pofterity will be apt 
to consider, not as hiftoric fa<fts, but as the me- 
lancholy fiiSlions of a dark and difturbed fency. 

And wiH any mah, iti his reafon, pFetetid to 
ftffef t that the populace of whatever country, if 
taught the feme leflbn, and poffcfled of the fafne 
power, would not purfue the fame, oi lieatly the 
fame, conduft ? The populace of all countries is 
pretty nearly of that defcription which we com- 
monly call tie Mvh. And to fiippofe that art 
Jrifli Mob would ^ bear its feculties more 
meek," or be one whit purer ^ in its great of- 
fice" that! a French ihdb, isanafllimptioiiwhich 
neither reafon nor experience will warrant. But 
in truth, whether it would or would not, muft 
reft , entirely with its owii majeftic felf. It 
ty^oiiild be utterly in;tpoffible to di:aw a^y certain 
line between its adual fovereignty and the m&fk 
-i extreme 
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extreme exercHe of it. For as no earthly power 
could prefume to controul the fupremacy of its 
will, fo no finite wifdom could pretend to afccr- 
tain the particular line of conduft it might i^^^ 
pleafed to purfue. Conjefture, refpedling the 
future, would be almoft as idle as complaint 
concerning the prefcnt, or animadveffion upon 
the paft. And if any rule of conduft approach- 
ing to certainty could be thought of, where irre* 
fiftible power would be dirrfted by capricious 
verfatility, it would be this and this only, that 
knowledge, wifdom, induftry, and virtue, would^ 
on alloccafions, be out-numbered, infulted, and 
trampled on by ignorance, folly, idlienefs, and 
profligacy, 

» 

To what has been faid, I can think but of one 
plaufible objeftipn, viz. that when thofe gentle • 
men fpeak of the Public Will, they do not mean 
mere authoritative Will^ but Willdire£led by rea^ 
Jqh. I apprehend this is pretty much the fame, 
4s if they Ihould fay, that when they fp^ak of 
w/7/, they do not m^an will but reajon^ To 
this, therefore, I fhould make but a very fhort 
reply. If they mcap re^fon^ why do they not 
fay fo ? Ji^qfen 1$ as ready ^ terq[), as intelligible 
a term, and an. infinitely lefs dangerous term 
than will, which, after all, muft imply the opi 
tional irrej^onfihle determination pf tji* p^arty tq 
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^om it is afcribed^ or it involves a palpably 
nbfurdity. But, in truth, when we confidcr tliQ 
n?iture and charafter of the party to whom, in 
this inftancc, it is attributed, we muft conclude 
that it cannot mean reafon. Who would either 
think or fpeak of thp reafon of the numerical 
multitude, the aggregate of males of twenty^ 
one years and upwards, or even of the reafon of 
the ipajority of this^ mafs ? Thefe gentlemen 
arc certainly too wife not to. know that a 
multitude c^not reafon. The comparing one 
pfopofitipn with another, weighing their re- 
fpe<Slive pretenfipns to truth. and right, and 
drawing coiiclhiions, is mueh too minute a 
work for fo vaft a body. Befides the certain 
incapacity of the greater part, the number 
itfelf is aii infiiperable . hindrance. If ten 
thouland' 5o/(9«i were collected, their wifdom 
would be inoperative;' it would be loft in the 
chaos of diflbnarit opinions,' or the collilion of 
jarring paflibhs. JR^i^«, therefore, in this 
cafe, it muft be acknowledged, wduld have 
been the moft' improper term that' could have 
been thought of; and, 'we 'muft add,, that will 
is, on' the contrary, the moft appofite terni 
imaginable; becaiife what -a. multitude wants 
in teafon^ it certainly pttfleflfes in witl. It 
may not be able to argue ^ but it is well and 
fully a^le" to commqndi and it mufi be owne4 
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that, in the crifis of a Revolution, one word 
of command from the fovcreign people would 
have more energy than ten thoufand reafons 
from a thoufand Philofophers. 

' ' And might it pot be fufpedled that this 
'Obvious efficacy of the public will is one 
reafoU;^ at leaft, why tliofe gentlemen have 
preferred the term? They want to atchieve^ 
great things ; they have a mafly ftrufture to de- 
'molifh^ and will, of courfe, have ponderous ruins 
to remove or blow up. For thefe vaft pur- 
pofes, the flow cautious operation of reafon 
Would be obvioi^y unfit. It would be apter 
to embarrafs and retard, than promote or 
facilitate. But the fiat of the multitude woulcj 
operate* with is much expedition as the bey^ 
prefto of a conjuror. It would ferve as a 
fort of political gunpowder, and be as ufeful to 
our projectors as the nitrous grain was to Sir 
Chriftopher Wren, when preparing the ground 
for St. Paul's cathedral. At one burft it would 
be fufficient to rend in pieces the beft ce- 
mented work of ages, and fqatter the component 
parts into diftant lands. It might, indeed, be lefs 
applicable to the bufinefs of raifing a new ftruc- 
ture ; but this is a remote, if not an unneceffary, 
jconfideration, and evidently makes no eflential 
part of the prefent plaij. For it muft be obvi- 
ous to every perfon, that if the public will were 
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once fairly eftablifbed, it would efFeftually fu* 
perfede the labour of conftitution-making. The 
jimplicity of this principle would need no ftand- 
ard to direft its movements, and the fupremacy 
of it would admit none. ConfthutionSy there- 
fore^ would be completely nugatory, mere fyftems 
of refolves, refcindible ad lihituntj and affording 
Xio fort of fecurity to individuals againft the fo* 
Tereign power, nor to the minority againft the 
majority. ^^ The will of the people," as Rouf- 
Jeau obferves, with more than hi^ ufual con- 
liftency, ^^ expreffed by a majority of votes, 
^^ which can enforce obedience to the fovereign 
*^ power, cannot bind the fovereign power to 
f:^ itfelf— and there c^ be no fundamental obli« 
j^^gatory law cftabjiflied for the -body of the 
^^ people, not even the focial contraft.*"— ;. 
Conftitutions, of CQurfe> however , ingenipufly 
conftmfted, could only ferye tbet .pyrpofes of 
printers and paftry cooks, firft employing th^ 
prefles of the former, and then furniihing waft^ 

paper for the latter. v 

• ■ » 
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... 

But there may be another, and perhaps not ^ 
lefs powerful, motive to the ufe of the term ia 
queftion. To every perfon who has read the 
publications of the United Irifhmen it nsAift be 

V 

* Social Contradl. Dublin Edit* 1791* Book i Chap. 1^ 

apparentj^ 



( •IS ) 

apparent) that, be their intent wicked or chari- 
tabk) they are always labouring ad captandum 
vulgus. They make their appeal, uniformly, 
to the great mafs of the people ; they adapt 
their arguments to the views and feelings of the 
loweft clafs ; and they even entreat the indivi- 
duals pf that clafs to hang up their plan of re- 
form (as they are pleafed to call it) in their refpec- ' 
tive cottages. All, it is evident, to rouze thisnume- 
Fous body to make ufe of its natural energies, in 
order to extort from the monopolizing few (i. e. 
from thofe who have been more induftrious, more 
prudent, or more fortunate,) a due proportion of 
pow^ and property. Now, on this ftimulative 
plui it muft be acknowledged, that the ^ubUc 
<reafon would be the moll unfit term, and that 
the fuilic wili is the propereft term which the 
copiouiheis of language could furniih. Talk 
to a d4y4abourer of public reafon. If he un- 
derftood you at all, he would form an idea of a 
pnaaple fa cdid in its nature, and fo flow in its 
eperadoo, as to giv^e l^m no profped): of that 
near and iimiible advantage, which alone isade- 
quate to fouze thoTe minds to a6tion, whofe 
views extend littk beyond the preient hour. 
On the odier hand^ talk to bim of ibe puklic will i 
he will diink unmediately of focuething which is 
as rapid as it is irrefiflible, which is fully equal 
at once to mdt down ^^ the ht^inefs which is** 

now 
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nOTV ^^ heaped up in rtibunds and to difFufe k 
*^ among the million.*'* Again, the cottager,- 
ignorant an4 illiterate as he is> would, be apt to 
perceive, that if the reafon of the people were to 
be the ftandard of law arid government, the ftate 
of things would be nearly as diftant from that 
beloved equality which he has been taught to 
cxpedl, as it is at prefent; becaufe even he 
muf];be fenfible that intelledlual ability is almoft 
as unequally diftributed as wealth itfelf ; that 
thofe who poflefs in any degree, are almoft a& 
limited in number as thofe who at prefent go- 
vern the ftate; and that/confequently, he and his 
brethren of the multitude would be as com-, 
pletely diftanced in the. political race,; as. they 
are at this day. On this plan, therefore, the 
honeft n^an could hardly ibe induced to exert 
himfelf. he knows not why, and to gain ho 
knows not what. But fpeak to the fanfie perfon 
of the fuhltc willy he finds every thing in that 
idea which his heart can deiire ; he feels that ia 
will there is complete equality ; for he is confci^ 
ous that he could be as obftinate in his determi^ 
nations y and as imperious in his commands^ as 
the wifeft man in the community. He, of 
courfe, takes fire at the thought ; he rifes in \A9 
own eftimation, feels himfelf already an iatc« 

» 
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grant part of the fovereignty ; and glowing al- 
ternately with indignation at his vifionafy 
wrongSj and with delight at the no lefs vifionary 
happinefs which preipnts itfelf to his view^ he 
looks forward with impatience to the hour, when 
he is to grafp the bludgeon or the pike in fup- 
port of his indefealible claims* 

i One re^fon more^ ahd perhaps ilot the leaft 
influential, mayftill remain. Thofe G^entlemen 
muft be perfedlly aware that, after every change 
in the political fyftem which the genius of ver- 
fatiiity can fuggeft, fome kind of government 
muft ftill remain, and that government muft be 
neceflarily managed by a few. But in cafe they 
could carry into^ pradlice their plan of reform^ 
they Cannot entertain a doubt that the populace, 
indebted as they would be to their exertions, 
would not fail to put into their hands the fuper- 
intendence of the public rights, and the admi- 
niftration of the public fovereignty. Now, it is 
certain, that no man or men, who, at any time 
have either been poflefled of power, or hoped 
to poffefs ity ever harboured the thought that 
that power was too fummary or too extenfive. 
It is, therefore,.! the moft natural thirtg^ii the 
world that thofe worthy patriots, confcious, as 
they miift be, 6f their own upright intentions^ 
and pure lave of th^r country^ Ihould hkvt an 

F f eye. 



»i-t- 



\ 218 > 

eye, in their prefent language, to their fotnTfe* 
iituation ; and carefully avoid even the verbal 
adoption of any principlle by vrhich their own? 
hands might be tied up, or thofe. of their 
enemies armed agakiil themi. Tc^ ervors o£ this* 
kind, both the fon^hufio^lifis and the Btijfotins: 
m France fell a facrific^ ; and, perhdp^,, their 
Irifli copyifts have learned wifdom- from their 
exampkv I 1^ ntk itiean^- afErn^ that thofe 
Gentlemeit^have ^sdlually fuch ^n intention ; but 
this I wili fay, that if they bave^ they could not 
have adopted a mdde of expreflkm, dtore per^ 
fedlly fui table to fuch a^de%n. For if, as I 
have endeavottfed to &ev(r, the fovereignty of 
the public wilt ii^plies the moil abiblute and 
Tftncontroulable powbr, and if (as every perfon 
will aUow to^ be likely) tbofe Gentkmen flioulid 
Become the agents anci trisflees of that ioxt* 
r-eignty, vt will follow that thofe Gentlemen 
would then be in poffi^lfibn of a power compared 
with which the dtftatdrihip of JttKits Cafar 
would be a trifle. And the only poffiWe ob- 
ftacle. ta the complete cxercife of thb powet 
wQU^d be th^ inttododliion of the notion of rea- 
fan. For t^is, as hsaibeei^ aJrcady obfervcd^ 
would dire^ly militate againft tbe.idea of comr- 
plete equality. It wopld, of courfe, excite jea^ 
loufy and fufpicion, and wouM afluredly leave 
poom for another clafs of derxu^ogoes to come 
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jferward^ wKo^ by vifing a more palatable laiv^ 
;guage, would catch the ear of the multitude^ firft 
iupplaat their predeceflbrs^ and then trample 
4hem down* But by adopting at once the fim- 
ple idea of the wiH &f ihe people, they poflefs 
themfelves of the very Palladium of >oligarchick 
^efpotkfm. They go at once to the ext^reme of 
theory, where they are .equally fafe from fuC- 
picion, controul, or fupplantation. They leave 
no room for any rival to go beyond them, 
and the more bold and overbearing they are ia 
their language, and the more fummary in their 
conduft towards thofe who may happen to be 
obnoxious to them, the more fully will the po- 
pulace be perfuaded that the power which they 
fee exercifed is a diredt emanation from them- 
ielves, and that thofe who adlually manage both 
it and them, are but the eagles who bear the 
thunder of the fovereign people. 

On the whole then, let me entreat the fober, 
moderate, intelligent part of the community, 
who, I humbly hope, will attend to thefe re- 
marks, and of whofe approbation alone I ant 
ambitious to aik, their own underfta^dings, to 
confult their own feelings, whether th^ fove^ 
reignty of the public will, or the will of the pee-- 
^kj is not a principle in every point of view 
r^uixious and deteftable. Whether it is not a 
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monftcr in politics, which even poetic fjftion is 
inadequate to defcribe, a blind and fliapelcfs 
thing, wliich adds, to the mutability of Proteus, 
the hands of Briareus, and the heads of the 
Hydra ? And whether thofe men who, know- 
ingly and wilfully, perfevere in- difleminating 
and inculcating it upon the ignorant and the un- 
thinking, njay not juftly be conlidered as candi-. 
dates for the priefthood of that bloody God, to 
whom weaknefs and innocence were offered up 
in facrifice, amidft the clangour of drums ^d 
trumpets, 
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THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. 



November i, i79J« 

J[F the reader does not confider the half 
hour he has given to the preceding pages as 
wholly thrown away, I entreat him to accom- 
pany me through a few paragraphs more. They 
are the refult of fubfequent refledlion, and may^ 
perhaps, tend both to throw additional light on 
the fubjeft, and to render the remarks which I 
have offered more applicable to the adlual cir- 
cumftances of the day. 

It is generally ackowledged that nothing has 
contributed more to excite the revolutionary 
mania by which Europe has been agitated, than 
that well known work of RouJJeauy the Contrdt 
Social. The leading principle of this book, 
which Uoujfeau lays down as the foundation of 
J)is whole fyftem, is the very dodtrine which I 

have 
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have combated, viz. that the general or public 
will is the only legitimate fource of law, and the 
very effenoe of fovereignty. 

Confidering Roujfeau^ therefore, as the Apofflc 
of modern democracy, I attended particularly to 
Jiis politions, and moftof allin the definition of 
terms ; at the fame time not loling fight, either 
of the pra6lical elucidations of his difciples iiji 
France, or of the comments and paraphrafes of 
his equally willing, but (thanks be to heaven) 
lefs able fo]low:ers in our owu country and ^ijpi 
Great Britain^ 

The peQpJ^ I &^teA to noiew, in the demcoratLc 
vocabulary, the nutperical^ggregate of males in 
^ community. My readers will recoUecSi: how 
fully I was w^ranted in this, by the repeated 
and )vide-fpre^d publications of the United 
Jriftxmen ; and let me now obferve that I was 
equally fupported by the .doArines of their pc- 
litical patriarch. ^* In order," fays Roujfeau^ 
^^ to the will being general, it is not necefl&ry 
^^ that it fliould be unanimous ; but it is necet 
^^ fary that all the voices be counted, for every 
^^ formal e$;cJufion breaks the generality of the 
^* will.*" I faid itlfo, that, ia order to makjs 

• t Contrat Soe'tal, Book H, Chap, 2, Page 44 : Note, 
Paris E4itipn of 1 790, 
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fcnfe of the expreffion, the public will, or the 
will of the people, it muft be fuppofed to imply> 
that the pec^le have an inherent right to a<St as 
they pleafe, without rfeftridtion or limitation; 
and this, too, Roujfeau maintains in fiill ftronger 
terms. *^ In every ftate of the cafe," fays he, 
(i. e. be it right or wro^ng) '^ the people are 
** maft^s of their own laws, and may change 
*^ even the beft laws ; for if they choofe to do 
*• themfclves an injury who has a right to pie- 
*^ veat them.*" 

Now what is to be inferred ? Evidently that 
the will of the people, as exprefied by the nu- 
merical majority, is, according to the democra'* 
tic creed, paramount to every thing, to indtvir 
dual and focial happinefs, to the principles of 
reafon and juftice, to the laws of nature and the 
commands of Grod ; and it follows, on the whole, 
that I have not attacked a phantom of my o^tk 
creation, but, on the contrary, a real political 
monfter, and precifely in the form in which rt 
iffued from the perturbed brain in which it was 
gendered. 

But, after all, it is fair to remark, that ^i- 
thoxx^ RtmJJeau difcoversall a father's fofidnefo 
for this wayward offspring of his fancy, his 

* Be©k H. Chap, a. Pages 94 and 95'. 
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mode of managing it proves that he was feme-* 
what jealous of its tendencies. Almoft at the 
moment of its production he fets himfelf to 
fwathe its gigantic limbs with multiplied re- 
ftriftions, and places it within the windings of 
a logical labyrinth, perplexed as that of Crete , 
intending perhaps, little more than that it fhould 
ferve as a fort of political bugbear to keep 
kings and ftatefmen to their good behaviour, as 
nurfes fcare unruly children, by telling them of 
hobgoblins. Little did he imagine that the 
period was juft at hand, when his frantic follow- 
ers, fmit with ftrange love, would penetrate his 
labyrinth, diflblve his ligatures, and turn loofe 
the full grown fury, horribly hilling, and burn- 
ing with the thirft of blood, upon a devoted 
world. 

The limple truth is, that Roujfeau^ though, as 
I have obferved, the father of thefe new doc- 
trines., held them himfelf with ftrange inconlift- 
ency. At one time we fee him (as in the above 
cited paflage,) exhibiting the fupremacy of the 
public will not only in all its ftrength, but in 
all its horrors. At another time he would fain 
reftrain its exercife with infinite limitations, 
in order to do what he himfelf had declared, no 
one had a right to do, to keep the many-headed 
fovereignfrom injuring itfelf. Sometimes we 
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we .told the geiaeral will is always, rigl^,. x^pr pajn 
it. even have the inclination^ to .iiyufe* the f^b- 
jeft;* it is in effe6l every^ man'i?^ own wiU^-f- 
and^ therefore, in obeying itj,a map only obeys 
himfelf. Again, nay, on fome occafions, almoft 
in the fam^ breath, the public will may err tirfi- 
der the influence of deception ; J through ;^e 
predominance of a powerful fadlion . it n^y 
degenerate into the mere will of an indiyi* 
dual ; ^ 9Jid even the will of all may not be tj[>e 
general. wiBi- becaufe thai former is not nec^* 
farilymoretban ;t coUedlion .of the wills of ip- 
dividuals^ll • Qnce more, in. order to. the w^l 
being genera], it is neceflary that the peogk 
fliall have no previous ^pmrnunication with each 
other, but th^t each fpeak hi^ opinion entirely 
from himfelf;** and. yet, we are aflured, on the 
other hand, that all have need of guides ; fome 
to naake their. wjUs confornaable , to their rea- 
fon ; and . others to teach th^m what it is they 
wifti to obtaia-4 r^. Nay,. on.fome occafions, it 
may be, neceffary to trejpan j^hem into happi7 

4 /f . - r. . I J* . ' '\ ^ ' I 'T ' • • 
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neTs", l:y pf etendrng a divine corifeiflidrt from 
Jttaveri ; ''^rftf 'to do thi? efft'd'uaily Is, '^m' thd 
judgement oi Roiijfeau^ the n^ark'of a dlagharti- 
m6us and'cbitibrehenfive mihd.* ' — . . 



Ji 



^Had the French philofbphers delayed their 
political experiments until they had affimilated 
alf thefe jarring elements, their projedls would 
hivt been as inefficient as the golden dreams of 
althymifts. They, therefore, went to work in 
a:^other way. It viras no difficult thirtg for their 
nikftei' to idtnbinfe conttadidlions ] He had only 
to'form a theory and write ibookY their grander 
deftiny'was to regenerate a naiioni What, 
tfierefore, they could' hot apply limultaneoufly, 
Without defeating their Qwn defigp, they feeni 
to have refolved, with exquifite fagacity, to 
nfafce ufcof in fticcelfibrr.' *Th^ leading prin- 
ciple takeii by itfHf ScVduld be infallible for' de- 
ftroyihg^ tht fyftem theh^Tn being ; anil' the Va- 
rious reftriftrohs might^'bc no lelsr fefviceable 
ly^hen'they Bioiild havfe eftablilhed theil own 
fyftem, and wifhed to.^e;fend it againft thofe 
who might alTail them with their owa weapons. 

I will not pofitively afTef t that this^ was their 
prccifc mode of reafoning ; but, certain it is, 

* 
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that fuch has jbecn their pra!!^ice.; W^e have 
beheld the firft part of the fcheme ; we hav^ 
heard the public will declared fupreme;. we ■ 
have feen its Sovereignty in perfe<5t exercife, 
and we have Ihuddered at its horrid efficacy* 
We have now^ alfo, witneffed the latter partp 
We have heard the rhoft diftinguiflied revo^ 
lutionifts, eaget no longer to detndifli the powef 
of others, but poflefled pf ppwer themfelves^ 
and anxious to retain it, dejclaiming againijk 
anarchy and infubordination, infulting by thje 
moft opprobrious epithets what they.hadjulj 
before decked with the attributes of majeftyi ^ 
and determining on that very, means of refili^ 
ing popular violence, for which La FayetU 
had been profcribed, and a deadly charge ex- 
hibited agai'nft their unfortunate King. We 
have feen clubs and aflbciations, the very 
nerves and finews of the revolutionary fyftem., 
indifcriminately torn afunder. We have feen 
the fedlions of Paris, fo lately had in honour, 
as the only vifible head of the unwieldy fo- 
vereign, beaten down and trampled on. We 
have feen the Primary Affemblies Cthe body of 
that fame Sovereign) reftridled and coerced, to 
enfure their concurrence with the predetermi- 
nation of their nominal fervants, but real maf*- 
ters. And we have feen this wonderful in- 
fluence^ Qompared with which all that has ever 
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been' aflerted by rile mdft enraged dem^g(^gues, 
of thfe power of a Britilh Minifter over the re- 
turn of reprefentatives at a general election, Js 
a^trifle, a fliadovs^ a thing not to be named; 
we have feen tWs- influence, I fay, palBvely 
fubmitted to, and the two^thirds of the Con- 
vention triumphantly reinftated. - In a word, 
we have feen the empire of the many link 
down, loaded with the curfe of God- and man, 
lAto that fea of blood which iti^ own murders 
had produced; and we behold,* arifen in its 
r6om, the dominion of the^ philofophic few, 
cimeftted by intrigue, guarded by military 
force, and refting on -the inertnefs of an ex-r 
hiufted people. 

I . • • • 

' Yes, when the bufin^fs- wasr completely done ; 
when the revolutionary coniet bad accomplilh- 
ed itsdifaftrous round, and had (hook *' from 
•^its horrid hair," death, devaftisition, and ha- ^ 
vock, on every quarter of that doomed coun-^ 
try 5 when the demons of envy and avai'Fce hiad 
been glutted to fatiety ; when i^ank had beea ' 
degraded, ojpulence pillaged, the focial fabric 
overthrown, and its very foufidations ploughed 
up ; when pafriots, once nieftdicant and meagre, 
had grown fleek with confifcated abundance ; • 
SLndJiatefmen, unknown before, or known orfy- 
by the profligacy of their pens, and the profti- 
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tution of their talents, had rifcnto the height of 
power, and fallen again as rapidly, undermined 
by more fubtle villainy ; and when, at length, 
all bad known and felt that they had deadly 
weapons for each other, as well as for Royalifts 
and Ariftocrats ; then, and not before, they acr 
knowledged the force of thofe eternal truths, 
which cott^mon fenfe and common honefty 
might have taught them from the beginning. 
*^ Then," idXt\i Louvet^ (for it is impoffible to 
find expreffions more direftly in point, or more 
clearly d^ (Stated by imperious coi)vi6lion,) *^ I 
*^ was obliged to own that, of ^all .fpecies of 
^^^llevety, that which Anarchy produces is the 
** inpft intolerable ; for when it is the ignoranr 
•* and deceived multitude that reigns, crimes 
*^ -multiply in proportion to the rulers.*" 

But mark the unwilliilg.nefs of this confeffion. 
Stretched and diftortedas the 'mind of Louvet 
was on the rack of defperate difappointment, * 
ftill he utters with reluctance this equal di<ftate 
of his underftanding and his feelings.. . And 
why ? Becaufe he felt that in making fuchan 
acknowledgement- he renounced what he had 
once held as the firft of all politiclal truths; 

W felt that he renounced democracy ;. that 
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he gave >ip, at once, what he and .his bre- 
thren had contended for, at the cxpence of 
crimes unknown to the ficrceft nations, the 
ruin of his country and the riik of the world. 
But having br6ught himfelf thus far, he does not 
ftop ; one extreme leads, by the laws of nature, 
to another ; and Louvet indemnifies himfelf for 
his democratic delulion, by adopting a princi* 
pie of the moll outrageous Ariftocracy. " Oh 
♦' why!" exclaims he, after an enumeration of 
horrors unparalleled in the annals of barbarity, 
^^ was nothing fhort of this melancholy expc- 
•^ rience fufScient to convince me, that with- 
*^ out diftinftion of poverty or opulence^ of 
*^ grandeur oriobfcurity, I will even fay, in ge- 
*^ ncral, of vain knowledge pr abfolute igno- 
^^ ranee, and under the folic exsccption of virtue, 
*' which appertains but to a few privileged phi- 
*^ iofophers, men ought toheJlavesjhtC2M{t they 
'^ are either wicked themfelves or are r^ady to 
^^ crouch before the wicked." 

Did Louvet fpeak thus from the mere impulfe 
of the hour, or did he alone hold this opinion;? 
He has takqn care to convince us that neither 
was the cafe. '^The Ihort paflagc from the tl^en 
unpublifhed manufcript of ^^adame Roland, 
which ftands as a motto on his tide-page, 
and whkh* conveys precifcly the fame fehti- 
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ments^only iit a milder and more plaintive toftc, 
proves both that Louvet was not lingular in the 
dodlrine he had embraced, and that he 
confidered it not only as incontrovertible, but 
as a moft important truth. *^ Righteous 
heaven," fays flie, ** illuminate this wretch- 
•' ed people for whom I defire liberty, ; Li- 
^* bcrty ! Ah I it is for exalted fpirits who de- 
^* fpife death, and: who know when it is right to 
•* infliidV iu It is* not for thofe corrupted men, 
^^'who, emerging from the bedo£ debauchery, 
*^^r the mire of indigence, rufh forward to 
•^ bathe in the blood which flows from the fcaf- 
** folds. It is for a wife people who cheriih hu- 
** inanity, pradtife jufl:ice, defpife flatterers, 
*^>know their true friends, and refpedl truth. 
** So long as you are not fuch a p^ple, oh ! my. 
" fellow citizens, in vain will you.talk^afbout li- 
^*berty. You can only have a licentioufnefst 
** to which each of you will fall a vidlim in hia 
*^ turn ; you will afk for bread, and they will 

give you dead, bodies ; and you will finilh 

by being enflaved." 
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Now, was there ever fuch a people as Ma- 
dame Roland here declares to be alone fit for 
liberty ? Was there ever an inftance of the nu-y 
merical multitude in any full grow» community 
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being wife, humane, and jaift, defpifing flat-^ 
lerfefs, knowing their rcalfiiends, and fefpe<Sl' 
ing truth ? Or is it imaginable that mankind in 
the mafs can be any other than that weak, fen* 
fual, paflionate thing, which Ihe defcribes^and 
which Ihe pronounces to be utterly incapable 
of liberty? What then is the refult of Madame 
Roland's doftrine? evidently ; that liberty is 
enly for fociety, as, in populous J9:atcS;at leaft, 
it never was, nor ever can be ; and that, in the 
mean time, men may talk of liberty^ but. cannot 
poffibly enjoy it; they may .create licehtiouf* 
nefs, but muft themfelves be Haves. . 

That the leaders of the Jicobin party were 
always of this opinion canfcarcely.be doubted; 
and when the Girondifts, once the only real 
Republicans in France, hadalfo adopted it, it 
is not ftrange that the affairs of that .country 
Ihould have aflumed their prefent form and co- 
lour. It is eafy to fee that this doctrine fur* 
niflies a complete clue to all the proceedings of 
the Convention during the formation of the 
new Legiflature. When they were convinced 
that man is incapable of liberty, and that the 
few philofophers being alone pofleffed of vir- 
tue, were alone qualified to poffefs power, and 
when' they w^re no lefs certain that they .them- 
felves were the privileged few, their civifm 

united 
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tinited with their ambition to engage them by 
every means to perpetuate their own fupremacy^ 
and to reduce the people to that impotence 
which alone befitted the weaknefs and the 
wickednefs of their nature. 

And it is but juftice to acknowledge that> 
after what they had done in the firft inftance^ 
fome fuch procedure was unavoidable. In or-^ 
der to atchieve their primary objeft, they had 
turned their country into one great Bedlam; 
and frenzy, once excited, is not to be reafoned 
down. Men in their fenfjps may be led by ar- 
gument^ but maniacs muft be chained. A fe- 
vere difcipline was neccflafy to reftore the phi- 
lofophers themfelves to their underftanding ; 
but when this was once efFeAed, the principle 
of felf prefervation alone was fufficient to 
produce what followed. They were convinced 
by arguments which addrefled all their fenfes at 
once, that focicty could not. exift without Go* 
vernment ; and common fenfe pointed out that 
the ftrength of a government muft be increafed 
in proportion to the liccntioufnefs of thofe to 
be governed. In a word, they felt that the po- 
litics of MacbiaveHnrmihtd the only antidote 
for the poifon of RouJfeaU, and thay yielded 
to the convidlion with the impetuofity of 

Frenchmen. ' 
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But in allowing the fuitableiie& of the ne^ 
French principles to the circumftances of that 
Wretched country^ let it not be imagined that I 
acknowledge their general truth. After all that 
Louvet and his brethren can fay, there is no 
general neceflity for man being either Tyrant 
or Slave. Defperate difcafes^. in the focial, as 
well as in thenatural» bodymay require fe verity 
of regimen ; and no* difcafe incident to fociety 
can be more dreadful than the diUblution of 
all order^ and the uncontrouled dominion of the 
frantic multitude. In thi» cafe the only ade- 
quate remedy is the equally unlimited authority 
of one or of a few. RonK^ even in its beft 
days, was fubjed): to occasional paroxyfms of 
Anarchy, and the temporary' defpotifm of a 
diiftator was the ftated refource. But ftill the 
ibcial body is capable, bf health as well as lick- 
nefs ; and we are authorifed to afTert that ra- 
tional liberty is as fuitable to the former, as 
rigorous reftraint is to tbe latter. We have 
karned this comfortable truth from the a6hial 
and long experience of our own moft happy 
Gonftitution ; under which, with the tnoft ano^ 
pie fcope for the exercife of rcafon, the indtdt- 
. gence qi peculiarity, and the very fportivcnei§ 
of whim,. efFisftual noMcts. have ever been ^ 
hand for the protecSlion of perfon and pros- 
perty, as well from the attacks of vuuhie power 
. .. * ©n- 
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on the part of the rulers^ as from the depredar 
tions of iadividuals^ pr the madnefs of a tt\oh. 

But one cannot help enquiring how thofe of 
pur own coi^ntry who have afTe^t^ to defpife 
^ritifh Liberty, and have been fo long beftow-^ 
•ing invidious praifes on French politics and 
Jf'rench patriotifm, will jelifli thefe new doc- 
trines. - Will they put their intellefts to the 
torture in order to reconcile Hat contradiiSlions^ 
and devife theories to Ih^w how tht lame meo^ 
at the lame time, may hold the neceffity of 
.Univerfal Slavery, and yipt be labouring to efUr 
blilh Univerfal Liberty? Or will they fairly 
give up their apoftate brethren, and fend out 
their fancies to circumnavigate the globe, in 
hope of finding ^' fome happier illand in the 
•^ watry wafte,'* where the vifion of Democracy 
may yet be reali:(ed ? 

It is aftoniftiing with what pertinacity men 
fometimes refill the evidence of truth. Com- 
mon fagacity alone might have taught, before 
hand, that a popular revolution was, of all ima- 
ginable expedients, the leafi: likely to produce 
rational liberty, it might have been feen with- 
out the aid of experiment, that f^ch a revolu- 
tion mull necejQarily imply a dilTolufion of all 
law and government ; that law and government 

H h z being 
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•feeing once deftroyed, anarchy, with all its hor- 
rors, muft fucceed ; that fociety could not long 
exift in fuch a ftate ; that at length any go- 
-Vernment would appear preferable to none ; 
that thofe who Ihould happen to ftand higheft, 
•be they who they might, whether they had 
4)een thrown up by accident, or raifed by their 
^wn villainy, whether^ as Madame Roland fays, 
they had emerged from the mine of indigence, 
or .crept from the bed of debauchery, that 
ihefe would grafp the reins, and when they had 
Seized them. Would be impelled alike by the 
natural love of power, and by the exigencies 
X)f the country, to manage them with all the 
jrigidnefs of Defpotifm ; fo that after a courfe 
of blood and devaluation, of private and of 
public mifery, the only terminatioi^ that reafon 
could expedl would be the very point, or, 
fomething worfe than the very point, . from 
which the buiinefs had commenced. 
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• And kt it not be thought that a fuccefsful 
?hode of conducing revolutions can be learned 
from experience, or that the mifcan*iages in 
one may jpoffibly be corrected in the next that 
occurs. ^Common fenfe- alone will teach any 
man, who is not deaf to its fuggeftions, that 
when once the cement of fociety is diflblved, 
find general infurreition carried fuccefsfully 

into 
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into praAice, reliftance, management, and di- 
reftion, are totally at an end. Every future 
movement is at the mercy of accident. The 
power which is at work is as irrefiftible as the 
mountain torrent, and the diredling principle 
as vcrfatile as the whirlwind. Wifdom may 
feek to convince, or eloquence to charm ; but 
one only influence can be built upbn as certain, 
the magnetic attraction of fuperior villainy. 

^^ I had feen men," faith the fame Louvet, 
^^ in a body in their public life, and had de- 
** tefted them. I had reafon to know them too 
^^ well individually in their private life, and 
^^ hatred was changed into contempt ; flnce even 
*^ in a country, which I thought about to be re- 
^^ generated, the good are fo pufillanimous, 
*^ and the wicked fo violent, that every aggre- 
" gate of men, pompoufly called the People^ 
*^ by fools like me, is, in reality, but a feeble 
•^herd, happy to crouch to a mafter, whether 
*^ it be a Rob ef pier re or a Majfanielloy a Marat 
*^ or a Nero'' 

What, then, have the French gained by refort- 
ing to a popular revolution ? Have they gained 
rational liberty ? No ; their prefent rulers pro- 
nounce them to be incapable of it, and only 
fit to be Haves. Have they gained wealth, 

happinefs. 
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happinefs, or peace ? Alas ! many years muft 
revolve before their, country will recover 
what it has loft. ^* Our nunufaftures/* faiti) 
the moft eloquent of their orators, ^' arc laa-r 
** guifhing, our maritime trade is deftroyed j 
*• whilft our vicftoiies rendcur us illuftrious 
** abroad, diforder ihakes the very foundatioa 
" of fociety at home.*'* . What, I afk, then, 
have they gained ? They have gained what evejry 
large country muft gain in fimilar circum- 
ftances ; they have gained milery in all its forms, 
they have gained a load of guilt, at which na-r 
tare fhudders^ they have gained a rigid and dc^ 
fpotic government, the higheft praife of which 
is, that it is better than no government at all, 
for the continuance of which there is no fc*- 
curity, and againft whofc incroachments there 
is no one poffible remedy, but a recurrence to 
th^t defperate expedient fourfd already to be 
even worfe than the difeafc, Genera} Infurre6lian* 

If, then, the bloody Drama of the French re- 
volution were to be aftcd over again, can we 
imagine that the men who make thefe Acknow- 
ledgements would fupport the fame charaAers, 
and exhibit the fanxe conduft as before ? Would 
Louvet^ after having difcovcred that every ag- 
gregate of men is a feeble herd, and that;^ there- 

♦ See Efiay IV. 
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fore^ they ought to be flaves, again proclaim tht 
fovereignty of the Popular Will, and again uttet 
that pompous honfcnfe for which he here pro- 
nounces himfelf and his hrtthrtn fools ? Would 
BoiJ^ UAnghs^ after being convinced that 
that country only where ** men of property go- 
** vern, is in a ftate of faciety, and that that 
** where men without property goa'^ern is in a 
** ftate of nature,*" return once more to the 
naked Rights of Man, and the rule of the nu- 
merical multitude ? Would Pekty after deplor- 
ing that for ** five years paft they had been op- 
*• preflcd and feverely fmarted, and that the 
*^ erroneous fyftem of their political economy 
*^ was the fource of all their fuiFerings," have 
recourfe a fecond time to the fame economy, 
and retrace that career of calamity, from the re- 
trofpeA of which he revolts with horror ? Shall 
we, then, who havewitnefled both their conduct 
and its confequences, and who now hear their 
extorted acknowledgements receive no benefit 
from fo inftru6tive an example ? We have thofe 
^mongft us alfo who would willingly precipi- 
tate their country into the fame extremity of 
wretchednefs, and who would as certainly feck 
a remedy for that wretchednefs in the fame 
defperate expedients. Let us^ then^ keep per- 

* Report to the Commiifion ffom the Committee of Con- 
ftitution 23d of June, 1795* 

petually 



